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August 4, 2023 

Via E-Filing 

Will Seuffert 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
 
Re: In the Matter of the Application of Minnesota Power and Great River Energy  

for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit for the Northland Reliability Project 
345 kV Transmission Line 
MPUC Docket No. E015,ET2/CN-22-416 
MPUC Docket No. E015,ET2/TL-22-415 

Dear Mr. Seuffert: 

Great River Energy and Minnesota Power (collectively, the “Applicants”), submit their 
combined Application for a Certificate of Need and a Route Permit for the Northland 
Reliability Project (“Project”) to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”).     
 
The Project is needed to maintain transmission system reliability and optimize regional 
transfer capability as coal-fired generation ceases operations in northern Minnesota and 
significant renewable generation comes online in the upper Midwest.  The Project was 
studied, reviewed, and approved as part of the Long-Range Transmission Plan Tranche 
1 Portfolio by the Midcontinent Independent System Operator, the regional transmission 
operator, in July 2022. 
 
The Project includes construction of a new double-circuit 345 kilovolt (“kV”) high-voltage 
transmission line, replacement of certain existing high-voltage transmission lines, and 
improvements to the power grid, from the Grand Rapids area in Itasca County to the 
Becker area in Sherburne County.  The Applicants’ proposed route for the Project is 
located along existing high-voltage transmission lines for more than 85 percent of its 
length.  Locating the Project along existing transmission line rights-of-way minimizes the 
potential impact of the Project.   

Both the Commission staff and the Department of Commerce, Energy Environmental 
Review and Analysis staff have indicated that each agency will be issuing invoices for the 
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application fees required under Minn. Stat. 216E.18, subd. 2a, Minn. R. 7849.0210; Minn. 
R. 7849.2100; Minn. R. 7850.1800; Minn. R. 7850.3000.  The invoiced fees will be paid 
out of Minnesota Power’s existing funding account managed by the Department of 
Commerce.  A short summary of this Application is being distributed as required by Minn. 
R. 7829.2500, subp. 3.  
 
Please note that the Applicants have designated portions of Appendices I, P, and R of 
the Application as NONPUBLIC.  Public and nonpublic versions of Appendices I, P, and 
R have been provided and a Trade Secret Justification is attached.   
 
Also, to ensure the orderly service of any information requests prior to the assignment of 
an administrative law judge to these proceedings, we ask that the following individuals 
receive service of any information requests during this interim period: 
 
David Moeller dmoeller@allete.com  
Jim Atkinson jbatkinson@mnpower.com  
Zach Golkowski zgolkowski@mnpower.com  
Christian Winter  cwinter@mnpower.com  
Minnesota Power Discovery Manager  discoverymanager@mnpower.com  
Jennifer Kuklenski  jkuklenski@mnpower.com  
Claire Vatalaro  cvatalaro@allete.com  
Kodi Verhalen  kverhalen@taftlaw.com  
Valerie Herring  vherring@taftlaw.com  
Peter Madsen 
Brian Meloy 
Dan Lesher  
Brian Hunker 
Matt Ellis 
Lisa Agrimonti 
Haley Waller Pitts 

pmadsen@taftlaw.com 
bmeloy@GREnergy.com 
dlesher@GREnergy.com 
bhunker@GREnergy.com 
mellis@GREnergy.com 
lagrimonti@fredlaw.com 
hwallerpitts@fredlaw.com 
 

In a March 10, 2023 letter, Commission staff requested that the Applicants provide status 
updates every 45 days on the anticipated timing of the filing of the Certificate of Need and 
Route Permit application and in-service date for the Project until the application for the 
Project was filed.  As required by this letter, the Applicants provided three status updates 
for this Project, the last of which was filed on June 22, 2023.  As the Applicants are now 
filing the combined Application for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit for the Project, 
the Applicants will no longer be providing these 45-day status updates.   
 
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact either David 
Moeller, Minnesota Power’s Senior Regulatory Counsel at dmoeller@allete.com or 218-
723-3963, or Brian Meloy, Great River Energy’s Associate General Counsel at 
bmeloy@GREnergy.com or 763-445-5212. 
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Sincerely, 

 

  /s/ David Moeller  
David Moeller 
Minnesota Power  
Senior Regulatory Counsel 

 

  /s/ Brian Meloy  
Brian Meloy 
Great River Energy  
Associate General Counsel 

 
cc:  Service Lists 



 
 

STATEMENT REGARDING JUSTIFICATION FOR EXCISING  
TRADE SECRET INFORMATION 

Pursuant to the Commission’s Data Practices Policy – Not Public Data in Commission 
Proceedings in furtherance of the intent of Minn. Stat. § 13.37 and Minn. R. 
7829.0500, subp. 5, Great River Energy and Minnesota Power (collectively, the 
“Applicants”) have designated portions of Appendices I, P, and R of the attached 
Application for a Certificate of Need and a Route Permit for the Northland Reliability 
Project (“Project”) as trade secret.  A description of the excised information in these 
appendices are marked as trade secret are as follows: 

 Appendix I – Transmission Studies.  Portions of this appendix contain Critical 
Energy Infrastructure Information (“CEII”). CEII relates to details about the 
generation, transmission, or distribution of energy that could be useful to a person 
or organization planning an attack on critical infrastructure.  The Applicants 
strictly limit access to CEII. 

 Appendix P – Minnesota Power’s July 2023 Annual Electric Utility Forecast 
Reports.  The excised material from this appendix contains confidential, 
competitive information about Minnesota Power’s methods, techniques, and 
processes for supplying electric service.  The excised material also includes 
energy usage by specific customers and generation by fuel type. 

 Appendix R – Natural Heritage Information System, USFWS Species List, and 
Phase Ia Cultural Resources Literature Search.  Portions of this appendix contain 
information about the locations of rare plants or animals that are federally 
endangered, threatened or are candidates for Federal listing or locations of 
sensitive cultural resources that are not to be publicly disclosed. 

The Applicants follow strict procedures to maintain the confidentiality of this excised 
information.  The Applicants believe that this statement justifies why the information 
excised from the attached filing should remain a trade secret under Minn. Stat. § 
13.37. The Applicants respectfully requests the opportunity to provide additional 
justification in the event of a challenge to the designation provided herein. 

 



 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF 

MINNESOTA POWER AND GREAT RIVER ENERGY 

FOR A CERTIFICATE OF NEED FOR THE 

NORTHLAND RELIABILITY PROJECT 345 KV 

TRANSMISSION LINE  

MPUC DOCKET NO. E015,ET2/CN-22-416 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF 

MINNESOTA POWER AND GREAT RIVER ENERGY 

FOR A ROUTE PERMIT FOR THE NORTHLAND 

RELIABILITY PROJECT 345KV TRANSMISSION 

LINE. 

MPUC DOCKET NO. E015,ET2/TL-22-415 

 
Jill N. Yeaman certifies that on the 4th day of August, 2023, on behalf of Minnesota 

Power and Great River Energy, she efiled a true and correct copy of the Combined Application 
for Certificate of Need and Route Permit by posting the same on eDockets.  Said Application 
is also served via U.S. Mail or email as designated on the Official Service Lists on file with the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission in the above-referenced dockets.   
 
 

      /s/ Jill N. Yeaman     
       Jill N. Yeaman 
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