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SUMMARY OF CERTIFICATE OF NEED FILING 
 

Pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 216B.243, Minnesota Power and Great River Energy have 
submitted an application for a Certificate of Need for the Northland Reliability Project (the 
“Project”).  The Project includes construction of a new double-circuit 345 kilovolt (“kV”) 
high-voltage transmission line, replacement of certain existing high-voltage transmission 
lines, and improvements to the power grid, from the Grand Rapids area in Itasca County 
to the Becker area in Sherburne County.  Pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.2500, subp. 2, 
Minnesota Power and Great River Energy provide this summary of its Certificate of Need 
filing. 
 
The Project was studied, reviewed, and approved as part of the Long-Range 
Transmission Plan Tranche 1 Portfolio by the Midcontinent Independent System 
Operator, Inc.’s (“MISO”) Board of Directors in July 2022 as part of its annual MISO 
Transmission Expansion Plan 2021 report.  The Project will ensure that the power grid in 
northern and central Minnesota continues to operate safely and reliably as energy 
resources in Minnesota and the region continue to evolve.  The Project consists of two 
major segments: 

1. Segment 1: construction of a new, approximately 140-mile long, double-circuit 345 
kV transmission line connecting the existing Iron Range Substation, a new Cuyuna 
Series Compensation Station, and the existing Benton County Substation, and 
generally located near existing transmission line corridors; and 
 

2. Segment 2: replacement of two existing transmission lines. 
 

a. Replace an approximately 20-mile 230 kV line with two 345 kV circuits from 
the Benton County Substation to the new Big Oaks Substation along 
existing transmission corridors on double-circuit 345 kV structures; and   
 



2 

b. Replace an approximately 20-mile 345 kV line from the Benton County 
Substation to the existing Sherco Substation in Sherburne County along 
existing transmission corridors using double-circuit 345 kV structures. 

The Project will also involve the following improvements to the power grid: 

1. Expansion of the existing Iron Range Substation, located near Grand Rapids, and 
expansion of the existing Benton County Substation, located near St. Cloud, and 
rerouting existing transmission lines at the Iron Range and Benton County 
substations; and 
 

2. Construction of a new Cuyuna Series Compensation Station at or near the existing 
Riverton Substation and rerouting an existing transmission line in the Riverton 
area. 

The Application is available on the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s e-Dockets 
webpage under the docket number listed above. It is also available on the Project 
webpage at: https://www.northlandreliabilityproject.com. 

https://www.northlandreliabilityproject.com/


 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF 

MINNESOTA POWER AND GREAT RIVER ENERGY 

FOR A CERTIFICATE OF NEED FOR THE 

NORTHLAND RELIABILITY PROJECT 345 KV 

TRANSMISSION LINE  

MPUC DOCKET NO. E015,ET2/CN-22-416 

 
Jill N. Yeaman certifies that on the 4th day of August, 2023, on behalf of Minnesota 

Power and Great River Energy, she efiled a true and correct copy of the Certificate of Need 
Filing Summary by posting the same on eDockets.  Said document is also served via U.S. Mail 
or email as designated on the Official Service List on file with the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission in the above-referenced docket.  Said document is also served via U.S. Mail or 
email as designated on the PPSA General List on file with the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission as required by Minnesota Rule 7829.2500, subpart 3.  Said document is also served 
via U.S. Mail or email as required by Minnesota Rule 7829.2500, subpart 3 to those persons who 
were parties to Minnesota Power’s last general rate case (Docket No. E015/GR-21-335) as 
indicated on the attached list. 
 
 

      /s/ Jill N. Yeaman     
       Jill N. Yeaman 

 
 
 

http://www.edockets.state.mn.us/
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