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Project Communication Tools
Website Analytics

Hotline
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Project Website Analytics

Northland Reliability Project

“Wiebsite lounched on Dec 21, 2022
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Hotline

A project hotline, or auto attendant and voicemail, was set up prior to collect RSVPs for the
Stakeholder Workshop and then available to the public prior to the first phase engagement
events. Callers were greeted with an overview of the current engagement opportunities and
then directed to visit our website or leave their contact information to learn more about the
project. Since the hotline was created, 125 people have used it to gain project information, and
80 of those callers left a voicemail to get in touch with the project team or ask a question.
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Stakeholder Workshops: Study Corridor

Presentation
Stakeholder Invitation Letter
Stakeholder Invitation Email
Stakeholder Workshop Table of Attendees

Comments Analysis

Appendix N

Page 5 of 176

Docket No. E015,ET2/CN-22-416
Docket No. EQ15,ET2/TL-22-415



Presentation

Northland Reliability Project
R i

Stakeholder Workshops

October 2022

Agenda

» Safety Moment

* Introductions

* Project Overview

* Question & Answer Section
* Mapping Exercise

*Wrap Up

[Sfes | #mm Northland Reliability Project | 2
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Safety moment

Exits

Restrooms

AED

First Aid + CPR Certified

Northland Reliability Project | =

Introductions

Name
Organization
Role

What you are most interested to learn
today

Northland Reliability Project | 4
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Today’s workshop goals

Introduce the project
Gather community insights

Collect data to support the routing
process

|dentify questions prior to future public
engagement

[ | #ED Northland Reliability Project | s

Northland Reliability Project
Rleve | mmE
[ | R0 Northland Reliability Project | &
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Fulfilling a need
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Our study area

How we defined our study area:
= Substation connections
« Existing corridors
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Neorthland Reliabllity Project | 10
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Segment one

Iron Range Substation to
Riverton Substation to
Benton County Substation

« New double-circuit 345-kV
fransmission line

« Approximately 130 miles

« Opportunities to route near existing
fransmission lines

« Connect into new Riverton Substation

[l | o2R_

1

Segment two

Benton County Substation
to Cassie’s Crossing
Interconnection Area

« Replace existing 230-kV

fransmission ling to double-circuit
345-kV transmission line

« Approximately 20 miles

« Verifying existing route and nght-of-
way are suitable for a 345-kV line

23 AR T .
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Substation
Grand Rapids s,
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Substation |

St Cloud

Northland Reliability Project | "

|

| |
Benton |
County \
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La s

Cassie’s Crossing
Interconnection Area

Northland Reliability Project | 12
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Additional project s
improvements - /

 Expanding the existing Iron Range Substation
and the Benton County Substation

« Installing a new substation at or near the
existing Riverton Substation and recanfiguring

existing transmission lines in the Riverton
area

* Rebuilding approximately 20 miles of existing
single-circuit 345-Kv line from the Benton
County Substation to the Sherco Substation in
Sherbume County

[l | #m Northland Reliability Project | 13

13

Anticipated schedule

Routing, public engagement
and permitting Censtruction

E; 2024 - 2026 EE m
gl m @ 2027 - 2030 °

=
¥

Project identification Permitting, engineering, In-service date

and initial stakeholder environmental surveys, real
engagement estate and public engagement
[Q]es: | w2E Northland Relinbility Project | 14
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Our routing process & input opportunities

Define Define route  Refine route  Identify Submission

study area alternatives  alternatives  proposed GI ;Eﬂ;ﬁﬂﬂ;t*-
! of Need an
l'Dl.ltE Route Permit
to Minnesota
Public
We are here Utilities
| Commission
m:ﬁﬁ | .ﬁ"— Northland Reliability Project | 15

Routing process considerations

The criteria for route development is set by
Minnesota statute and guides our routing process.

To route a project, we consider:

= Opportunities

- Constraints

» Engineering and construction considerations

ma’.'m | o Northland Reliability Project | 1
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Typical design

Structure type factors:

« Land use/land cover Minimum right-of-way of 150 feet

* Topography Average of 5 — 7 structures per mile
« Water/wetlands
- Soil types Typical height 120 — 180 feet
[Sle | #2R__ Northland Reliability Project | 17

17
Upcoming community engagement
@D = Website launch in 2022

* Open houses in early 2023
= In-person and virtual engagement
= opportunities

Communicating our path forward

Ongoing communication with stakeholders and landowners throughout the project.

Rl | sEm Northland Reliability Preject | 1
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Question and
answer

e | ERD

== IS e, e

19

Mapping exercise

 Break into smaller groups
(3 — 4 per table)

» Facilitator will ask questions and
capture insights on opportunities
and constraints within the study area

e | o2

[P

Northland Reliability Project | 13

Northland Relinbility Project | 20
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Share out
« What did you learn?

= \What were the themes of your
discussion?

m?ﬁ'ﬁ | Thn Northland Rellability Project | 21

21

Complete the
comment form

[Sless | #28 Northland Reliability Project | 22
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Workshop schedule

Date County Location Time
IRA Civic Center .
Tuesday, Oct. 11 Itasca Grand Rapids, MN 8:30-10am.
i The Ripple Center o
Tuesday, Oct. 11 Aitkin Aitkin, MN 3-4:30p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 12 Crow Win e 11:30 a.m. -1 p.m
Y, ’ g Deerwood, MN . o p.m.
Pebble Creek Golf Club .
Tuesday, Oct. 18 Sherburne Becker, MN 8:30-10a.m.

Sauk Rapids Government Center
Sauk Rapids, MN

Morrison County Government Center
Little Falls, MN

Tuesday, Oct. 18 Benton 3-4:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 19 Morrison 11:30a.m. -1 p.m.

[Qlems | mEE Northland Reliability Project | 23

Northland Reliability Project

[Q]svs | mEE
ENERGY I warereaaia pamie

Connect with us!

o Call our hotline at

Project website — coming soon! 218-864-6059

Send us an email at
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Stakeholder Workshop Letter
Northland Reliability Project

GREAT
Qs | wmm

September 22, 2022
RE: You're invited to attend a Northland Reliability Project stakeholder workshop
Hello [Insert Name Here],

As a leader in your community, Minnesota Power and Great River Energy invite you to participate in
a stakeholder workshop about the Northland Reliability Project.

About the project

Minnesota Power and Great River Energy are committed to delivering reliable, affordable and
cleaner energy to our customers and members. The energy resources we use to serve our
customers and members are changing, and the regional power grid we use to deliver that energy
needs to change, too. Te maintain a continuous supply of safe and reliable electricity, Minnesota
Power and Great River Energy are investing in our transmission infrastructure to enhance the
stability of the regional electric system and support a reliable, resilient energy grid as energy
resources continue to evolve.

The Northland Reliability Project will ensure the power grid in northern and central Minnesota
continues to operate safely and reliably as energy resources in Minnesota and the regional power
system continue to evolve. This project is also part of a large "Long Range Transmission Plan”
portfolio approved by MISO, the region’s grid operator, to support grid reliability across the Midwest
region.

Minnesota Power and Great River Energy plan to build an approximately 150-mile, double-circuit
345-kilovolt transmission line from northern Minnesota to central Minnesota near Becker that will
support grid reliability in the Upper Midwest.

The transmission line will run from Minnesota Power's Iron Range Substation in ltasca County to
Great River Energy's Benton County Substation in Benton County and then replace an existing
Great River Energy transmission line from Benton Colinty to a hew substation in Sherburne County.
The Sherburne County substation will be built as part of a separate project.

We have also enclosed a map that shows our preliminary study area.

Stakeholder workshop meetings

In our stakeholder workshop meetings, you'll have the opportunity to learn more, ask questions and
provide your input about the preliminary study area. Public meetings will be held in early 2023, after
we've gathered and analyzed more data about the study area, including your input.

These meetings will be up to 80 minutes long including a presentation, small group mapping
exercise and question and answers. The dates and times for these meetings are listed in the
forthcoming table with this notice. Please feel free to attend the meeting that works best for you. If
you are unable to attend, please send a representative from your organization in your place. If
another representative from your organization is better suited to attend, you are welcome to bring
that individual with you or have them join us in your place. We look forward to connecting with each
of you during the workshop.
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Date Time Location

Tuesday, October 11 8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. IRA Civic Center

1401 NV 3rd Ave

Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Tuesday, October 11 3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. The Ripple Center
301 Minnesota Avenue North
Aitkin, MN 56431
Wednesday, October 12 11;:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. American Legion-Deerwood

23659 Forest Rd

Deerwood, MN 56444

Tuesday, October 18 8:30a.m.- 10:00a.m. Pebble Creek Golf Club

14000 Clubhouse Lane

Becker MN 55308

Tuesday, October 18 3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Sauk Rapids Government Center
250 Summit Avenue North

Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
Wednesday, October 19 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Morrison County Government Center
213 1st Avenue SE

Little Falls, MN 56345

Please RSVP by Wednesday, October 5 at northlandreliabilityproject. com/RSVF with your name,
contact information and the meeting date and time that best aligns with your schedule.
Refreshments will be served, so please let us know in your RSVP if you have food allergies or
restrictions. You can also contact us at connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com or 218-864-6059 to
RSVP.

If you cannot make it to one of our stakeholder workshops, our team would welcome meeting with
you one-on-cne either in-persen or virtually or we'd be happy to provide you with a copy of our
presentation materials by mail or email. Please contact us via email or phone to set up a meeting
with our team or if you have questions.

Sincerely,
o Ml o bt
Jim Atkinson Dan Lesher
Environmental and Real Estate Manager Manager, Transmission Permitting and Land Rights
Minnesota Power Great River Energy
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Enclosed project map
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Stakeholder workshop email invitation (Sept. 30, 2022)

View this email in your browser

Northland Reliability Project

m Rives
RIVER
ENENGT

L -

Greetings,

As a leader in your community, Minnesota Power and Great River invite you fo
participate in a stakeholder workshop about the Northland Reliability Project,

Minnescta Power and Great River Energy plan to build an approximately 150-
mile, double-circuit 345-Kiloveolt transmission line from northern Minneseta to
central Minnesota near Becker that will support grid refiabiiity in the Upper
Midwest. The transmission line will run from Minnesota Power's Iron Range
Substation in [tasca County to Great River Energy’s Benton County Substation
in Benton County and then replace an existing Great River Energy
transmission line from Benton County o a new substation In Sherburne
County. The Sherburne County subsiation will be built as part of a separaie
project

Our team recently matled you an invitation to-attend an upcoming stakeholder
workshop to be held from in mid-October 2022. Because many of us are still
warking remotely, we're sending you this email to verify you receive an
invitation.

Appendix N

Page 21 of 176

Docket No. E015,ET2/CN-22-416
Docket No. E015,ET2/TL-22-415



il
Cass Lake @ . . s Hibbing
Grand Rapids
- T o Lonid
Bl 1 Y Lads
.Hutensack HillCity |
Crosslake ®
L]
McGregor
-
Brainerd o Garrison
Fort (=1
. Rll‘«l'-ﬂ' ] B [asir
% * Onamia
. om o
EXISTING PROJECT 1
SUBSTATION
[ sruy anea : ,
INTERSTATE OR US 5 A
T GHWAY i -
e N HICHMANAY Snnt__cluu:.. | j— If h
COUNTY e
CASSIES ‘?_#nmmrmnn
CROSSING = -
wfgécmgcnm CASSIE™S CROSSING
AREA = X INTERCONNECTION AREA
g Lake
WATERBODY
Anoka
[ B
DATE TIME ‘ LOCATION
L} IRA Civic Canter
Tiseschay o
> B30 am. - 10:00am 1401 NW Trd Ave
etk 13 Grapg Rapids, MM 55744
Tuesday The Ripple Cemer
300pm.-430pm 1 Minnesos Avenue No
Octoherds Aitin, MN
3} gmerican Legion-Desrwood
Wednesday a
130 am. - 1100 p.m. 37655 Farast Re
October12 11:30am O p.m _.-;:-0 '.,.“-.:-J..,.:.-_,-
Tuestay Pebble Creck Golf Cluk
October 18 B:30am -10:00am ;.:_\I_I,. ;
= 1 Sauk Rapids Govemment Center
Tisescia) =
m::;":_. 300 pm; - 830 pm, 250 Surmmit Avenge North
aukl Baplde MM SEXTG
Wednewday @ Maorrison County Government Center
e 130 am. - 1:00 pm 13 - 1st B CE
October 19 ol h

Appendix N
Page 22 of 176

Docket No. E015,ET2/CN-22-416
Docket No. E015,ET2/TL-22-415



Please RSVP by Wednesday,
October 5

at northlandreliability project. com/RSVP with your name, contact information and the
meeting date and time that best aligns with your schedule. Refreshments will be
served, so please let us know in your RSVP if you have food allergies or restrictions.

If you cannat make it to one of our stakeholder workshops, our team would
welcome meeting with you one-on-one either in-person or virtually or we'd be
happy to provide you with a copy of our presentation materials by mail or

email.

If you have questions or need additional details, do not hesitate to contact our
team by email at connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com or 218-864-6059.

Sincerely,

Jim Atkinson Dan Lesher

Environmental and Real Estate Manager, Transmission Permitting and
Manager Rights Land
Minnesota Power Great River Energy

Coppright (G) 2022 Al right's resenved!

Want to change how you receive these emails?
vou can update your preferences or unsubscribe

Grow your business with @ mailchimp

Docket No.
Docket No.



Stakeholder Workshop Attendees Table
Date & County

Location

# of
Attendees

Title Highlights

Organization Highlights

Tues, Oct. 11 IRA Civic 12 Council, supervisors, Lake Co. DoC, Lake Co. Pwr, Itasca
ltasca Center Pwr Engineer, Assessor’s dept.,
Laborer’s Int'l Union of N.
Am., DNR
Tues, Oct. 11 The 14 Chairmen, Supervisors, Co. Mille Lacs Energy Co.,
Aitkin Ripple Engineers, Director, DNR MnDNR, Region 5
Center Assessment Ecologists,, CEO Development Com.,
(Mille Lacs) Lakeland Pub. TV
Weds, Oct. 12 American | 8 PUC Brainerd, supervisors, Ironton, Crosby, Irondale,
Crow Wing Legion council, Mille Lacs CEO, clerks Deerwood, Cuyuna
Tues, Oct. 18 Pebble 12 Admin, Pub. Works, Supervisors, | Clean Grid Alliance,
Sherburne Creek Council members, planning & Sherburne, DoC, DoT
Golf Club zoning
Tues, Oct. 18 Sauk 18 Commissioners, supervisors, Benton Economic
Benton Rapids Mayor of Foley, Public Works Partnership
Gov't Ctr Director of Foley
Weds, Oct. 19 Morrison 14 Policy Advisor (Fresh Energy), East Central Energy CEO,
Morrison Co. Gov't CEO (East Central Energy), Fresh Energy,
Ctr supervisors, clerks,

commissioners

Comments Analysis
During the workshop mapping exercises, participants were able to make known possible routing
constraints for the project. These areas were tracked by staff, and there were a total of 148
comments on constraints in the study area. A summary of map comment topics are shown in

Table N-1.
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Table N-1: Summary of map comments

Type Number
Agriculture 4
Communication 1
Cultural Resources 11
Easement Payment 1
Environmental Impacts (General) 1
General 4
Geology / Mining 23
Information Request 1
Land Use 4
Managed / Fee Lands 6
New Home 3
Planned Development 11
Proximity to Homes 4
Recreation 8
Routing 12
Safety 1
Topography / Natural Setting 2
Traffic impacts 1
Transportation 17
Utilities 28
Wetlands and Water Resources 5
Grand Total 148
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Engagement Phase 1: Route Corridor
Stakeholder Letter and Mailing Affidavit

Postcard and Mailing Affidavit
Press Release
Social Media Campaigns and Analytics
Newspaper Advertisements and Affidavits
Open House Banners
Open House Boards
Comment Form
Information Packet
Fact Sheets
Overview Handout
Media Contact Card
Virtual Open House and Analytics

Comments Analysis
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Stakeholder Letter and Mailing Affidavit

Jan. 3, 2023

RE: You're invited to attend a Northland Reliability Project public open house

Hello [Insert Name Here],

Minnesocla Power and Great River Energy invite you to aftend an upcoming Northland Reliability Project
public open house. We wanted to inform you in advance of notifying your communities and constituents
about these open houses to provide fpu an opportunity to be prepared if you are contacted with
guestions. Postcard notificafions to residents and businesses within the route comdor should begin
amving the week of Januany 9, 2023,

The table below lists our open house times and dates. We have midday and evening meeting options fo
accommodate schedules. We will not have a formal presentation but instead encourage attendees to
come fo an open house anylime during listed time. Each open hotse will provide the same information

including project displays and detailed maps fo review and collect input.

Date Time Location
Tuesday, Jan. 24 MMam—-1pm. Pierz Ballroom
4—6pm 133 Main St 5.
Pierz, MN 56364
Wednesday, Jan. 25 Mam-1pm. Sauk Rapids Government Center

Thursday, Jan. 26

Monday, Jan. 30

Tuesday, Jan. 31

Wednesday, Feb. 1

Thursday, Feb_ 2

4-6pm

Mam —=1pm.
4—6pm.

Mam-—1pm
4—-6pm

Mam-1pm.
4—-6pm

Mam-1pm
4—-6pm.

MMam—1pm
4—6pm

250 Summit Ave. M.
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
Pebble Cresk Golf Course
14000 Clubhouse Lane
Becker, MN 55308
Timberiake Lodge

144 SE_ 17th St

Grand Rapids, MN 55744
Spang Town Hall

35402 Spang Road

Hill City, MN 55748
Taconite Canteen

240 Curhis Ave.

lronton, MN 56455
Diaggett Brook Town Hall
14074 County Road 2
Brainerd, MN 56401

If you or your constifuenis cannot attend a public open house, we have additional engagement

opportuniies:

+ Explore our virtual, self-guided open house that will be available from Jan. 23 — Feb. 17, 2023,
at porthiandrehiabilibvoroiect.com

» Request a mailed packet by emailing us or leaving a message on our hotline with your mailing

address.
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+« Schedule a meeting with the project team by emailing us or leaving a message on our hotline.
Overview
To maintain a continuous supply of safe-and reliable electricity, Minnesota Power and Great River
Energy are investing in our transmission infrastructure to enhance the stability of the regional electric
system and support a reliable, resilient and flexible grid as energy resources continue to evolve.
Minnesota Power and Great River Energy plan to build an approximately 150-mile, double-circuit 345-
kilovalt (kW) transmission line from northern Minnesata near Grand Rapids to central Minnesota near
Becker to support grid reliability in the Upper Midwest.

We've included a map of the route corridor with this letter. The project includes two segments:
- Segment one (shown in orange) involves installing approximately 130 miles of a new double-
circuit 345-k\ transmission line, generally located near existing transmission line cormmidors.
- Segment two (showing in green) involves replacing approximately 20 miles of an existing 230-
k¥ transmission line with a double-circuit 345-kV transmission line.

The Northland Reliability Project will increase the reliability of our grid, enhance its resiliency during
extreme weather events and make it more flexible, so any type of generation, and from more locations,
could be connected to meet the long-term energy needs of our customers and members.

Contact us by leaving a message on our project hotline at 218-864-6059 and or email us at
connectidnorhlandreliabilitvproject com. We'll respond to you within one to two business days.

For more information, visit our website at norifilandreliabilitvoreiect com. We look forward to connecting
with you.

Sincerely,
M /] * L“/
ane A
Jim Atkinson Dan Lesher
Environmental and Real Estate Manager Manager, Transmission Permitting and Land Rights
Minnesota Power Great River Energy

Enclosure: (1) route comdor map
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AFFIDAVIT OF MAILING

NORTHLAND RELIABILITY PROJECT

PROJECT TEAM RE: Phase 1 public engagement
opportunities stakeholder notification
letter and enclosed map

Ryan Johnson, Innovative Office Solutions™ print partner, The MPX Group, being first
duly sworn, disposes and says: “I am a United States Citizen, over 21 years of age,
employed by Innovative Office Solutions’ print partner, The MPX Group and provide
printing services for the Northland Reliability Project. This affidavit is for a stakeholder
notification letter and enclosed map for the phase 1 public engagement opportunities on
the Northland Reliability Project. The mailing list was developed by HDR based on
research of federal, state and local agencies, Tribes and tribal organizations and local
community leaders with interest in the Route Corridor Area.

-~ ,'.}

RyarnJohnSon, Innovative Office Solutions’
print partner, The MPX Group

Subscribed and sworn before me
this 3 day of January, 2023

Enter Notary Name], Notary Public

"{:);»;\ie;\ S \},E} :Ejjf

e

DANIEL 8.VOIGT
E|  HOTARY PUBLIC- MENNESOTA
S My Comenizsion Expires Jan. 31, 2026
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Postcard and Mailing Affidavit
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Supporting a reliable, resilient
and flexible energy grld

Project need

43 electric generation rescurces shift from fossilfuels to more
renewables, the Merthland Reliability Project is one part of the
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Creating resiliency
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Providing flexibility
Plan proactively to mest
changing customers’ and
members’ power needs
due todecaronization
and electrification

Anticipated
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initial stekeholder
engagement

2023-w
Routing, public

engagement and
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2024 - 2026
Permitting, enginesring,
environmental surveys;
real estate and public
engagement

| 2027 - 2030
@— Construction

2030
&—— Anticipated in-service

*The schedule is subject tochange.
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AFFIDAVIT OF MAILING

NORTHLAND RELIABILITY PROJECT

PROJECT TEAM RE: Phase 1 public engagement
opportunities stakeholder notification
letter and enclosed map

Ryan Johnson, Innovative Office Solutions’ print partner, The MPX Group, being first
duly sworn, disposes and says: “I am a United States Citizen, over 21 years of age,
employed by Innovative Office Solutions’ print partner, The MPX Group and provide
printing services for the Northland Reliability Project. This affidavit is for a stakeholder
notification letter and enclosed map for the phase 1 public engagement opportunities on
the Northland Reliability Project. The mailing list was developed by HDR based on
research of federal, state and local agencies. Tribes and ftribal organizations and local
community leaders with interest in the Route Corridor Area.

# ":".-’l

V=
‘Ryan’Johnson, Innovative Office Solutions’
print partner, The MPX Group

Subscribed and sworn before me
this 3 day of January, 2023

7

[Enter Notary Name], Nélary Public

"{:}oni&ﬁl_ %5 VS' [fj‘\'_

DANIEL 8. VOIGT
1 NOTARY PUBLIC - MSNMESOTA
= Hy(}mmisﬂmimium.atm&
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Press Release

For Release: Jan. 12, 2023

'.. Contact. Amy Rutledge

. MW minnesota power Director Corporate Communications
GREAT Minnesota Power/ALLETE
AN ALLETE COMPANY RIVER 218-348-2061
ENERGY. arutledge@mnpower.com

Contact: Lori Buffington
Leader, Communications
Great River Energy
763-486-9266
Ibuffington@grenergy.com

Public invited to learn about Northland Reliability power line project, offer
feedback at open houses

Minnesota Power and Great River Energy will host a series of open houses in late January and early
February where members of the public can learn more about the companies’ joint Northland
Reliability Project.

Minnesota Power, a utility division of ALLETE Inc. (NYSE: ALE), and Great River Energy, a wholesale
electric power cooperative, plan to build an approximately 150-mile, double-circuit 345-kV electric
transmission line from northern Minnesota near Grand Rapids to central Minnesota near Becker that
will support grid reliability in the Upper Midwest as existing power plants cease coal operation, more
low-cost renewable energy is brought online, and utilities continue to see the need for enhanced
resiliency during extreme weather events.

The transmission line will run from Minnesota Power’s Iron Range Substation in Itasca County to Great
River Energy’s Benton County Substation in Benton County, and then replace an existing Great River
Energy transmission line from the Benton County Substation to the Big Oaks Substation in Sherburne
County. The Big Oaks Substation will be built as part of a separate project.

The open houses are an opportunity for the public to ask questions and provide valuable input to
determine the best possible route for the project. Hearing from community members is an important
part of the project’s extensive planning and routing process as Minnesota Power and Great River
Energy narrow down alternatives to a specific route. Minnesota Power and Great River Energy will
look for opportunities to follow existing utility corridors and use land already being used for power
lines whenever it makes sense.

Open house schedule

Project displays and detailed maps will be available for review at the open houses that begin on
Tuesday, Jan. 24. There will not be a formal presentation but project representatives will be available
to answer questions. Open house attendees are welcome to come and go as their schedules allow.

Date Time Location
Tuesday, Jan. 24 [11a.m.—1p.m. Pierz Ballroom
| 4—6p.m. 133 Main 5t. S
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Pierz, MN 56364

Wednesday, Jan. 25 | 11 a.m. -1 p.m. Sauk Rapids Government Center
4—-6p.m. 250 Summit Ave. N.
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
Thursday, Jan. 26 | 11 a.m. -1 p.m. Pebble Creek Golf Course
4-6p.m. 14000 Clubhouse Lane
Becker, MN 55308
Monday, Jan. 30 | 11 a.m. -1 p.m. Timberlake Lodge

4-6p.m. 144 SE 17th St.
Grand Rapids, MN 55744
| 11 a.m. —1 p.m. Spang Town Hall
4-6p.m. 35402 Spang Road
Hill City, MN 55748

Tuesday, Jan. 31

Wednesday, Feb. 1 | 11 a.m.—1 p.m. Taconite Canteen
4—-6p.m. 240 Curtis Ave.
Ironton, MN 56455
Thursday, Feb. 2 | 11 a.m. —1 p.m. Daggett Brook Town Hall

4-6p.m. 14074 County Road
Brainerd, MN 56401

For people unable to attend one of the scheduled events, a virtual, self-guided open house will be
available from Jan. 23 — Feb. 17, 2023, at northlandreliabilityproject.com. Individuals can also request a
mailed informational packet by emailing connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com or leaving a message on
the project hotline at (218) 864-6059.

Seeking Route Permit in late 2023

Minnesota Power and Great River Energy intend to seek a Certificate of Need and Route Permit from the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (MPUC) in late 2023. The MPUC will determine need and the final
route and separately review cost recovery for Minnesota Power's share of the project. Subject to
regulatory approvals, the transmission line is estimated to be in service by 2030.

This joint project is one in a portfolio of transmission projects approved July 25, 2022, by the region’s
grid operator, MISO, as part of the first phase of its Long Range Transmission Plan. In total, MISO
approved 18 projects across its Midwest subregion with six of them, including the Minnesota
Power/Great River Energy project, in the Upper Midwest.

For more information and a map of the Northland Reliability Project’s route corridor, visit
northlandreliabilityproject.com.

Great River Energy, Maple Grove, Minnesota, is a not-for-profit wholesale electric power cooperative which provides electricity
to approximately 1.7 million people through its 27 member-owner cooperatives and customers, Through its member-owners,
Great River Energy serves two-thirds of Minnesota geographically and parts of Wisconsin. Learn more at greatriverenergy.com.

Minnesota Power provides electric service within a 26,000-square-mile area in northeastern Minnesota, supporting comfort,
security and quality of life for 145,000 customers, 14 municipalities and some of the largest industrial customersin the United
States. More information can be found at mnpower.com.

HitH
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Social Media Campaigns and Analytics

Northland

Reliability

Project
ny

Maintaining reliability

Creating
resiliency

—

Enabling clean energy

N

Northland
Reliability
Project Providing

E{P:;':: | any

Join us at an in-person
open house

flexibility

Northland
Reliability
Project

uuuuu

Explore our virtual
open house

Twitter, Instagram & Total impressions Total reach Total engagement

Facebook (Clicks, likes, etc.)
Campaign 1: General 254 328 180,719 238

awareness

Campaign 2: Open 158,956 114,994 176

house targeted posts

Campaign 3: Virtual 154,596 27,327 55

open house
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Newspaper Advertisements and Affidavits
Paid Advertisement Run Dates

Newspaper

Morrison County Record
Voyageur Press McGregor
Benton County News
Aitkin Independent Age
Mille Lacs Messenger
Crosby-Ironton Courier
Scenic Range News Bovey
Mille Lacs Union Times
NewsHopper

Patriot MN

Sauk Rapids Herald
Grand Rapids Herald
Brainerd Dispatch

TOTAL

County
Morrison
Aitkin
Benton
Aitkin
Morrison
Crow Wing
Itasca
Morrison
Crow Wing
Sherburne
Benton
Itasca

Crow Wing

Run Date(s)
January 15, 22
January 17, 24
January 17, 24
January 18, 25
January 18, 25
January 18, 25
January 19, 26
January 19, 26
January 20, 27
January 21
January 21, 28
January 22, 29

January 25, February 1

Circulation
20,210
1,011
1,342
4,948
4,646
3,728
1,709
1,700
20,000
16,380
5,306
7,786
13,578
102,344
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Benton County News

Northland Rellability Project mﬂ | RN .

Join us at an open house

Learn about how Minnesota Power
and Great River Energy are Investing
ina150-mile transmissicn line

from northern Minnesota to central
Minnesota to suppaft grid reliability
and rasilience in the Upper Midwest

Jan. 25,
2023

Ham. -1pm,
4-6Bpm,

@ Sauk Rapids Government Center

250 Surmimit Ave. N
Sauk Rapids, MM 56579
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Benton County News

PRINTER'S AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
STATE OF MINNESOTA)

Jss
COUNTY OF BENTON)

Gretchen _Jennissen, being first duly swom, on cath stales as
follows:

I. I am the publisher of the Benton County News, or the
publisher's designated agent. 1 have personal knowledge of the facts
stated in this Affidavit, which is made pursuant to Minnesota Statutes
£331A.07.

2, The newspaper has complicd with all of the requirements to
constilute a qualified newspaper under Minnesota law, including those
requirements found in Minnesota Statates §33 14,02

3. The dates of the month and the vear and day of the week upon
which the public notice attached/copied below was published in the
newspaper are as follows: Tuesday, 1/17/2023, and was thereafter
printed and published on every Tuesday, to and including_Tuesday,
1/24/2023.

4. The publisher's lowest classified rate paid by commmercial users for
comparable space, as determined pursuant 1o § 331406, is as follows:

5. Pursuant to Minnesota Statules §580.033 relating to the publication
of mortgage foreclosure notices: The newspaper’s known office of
issue is located in Benton County. The newspaper complies with the
conditions described in §380.033, subd. 1, clause €10 or (2). [f the
newspaper’s known office of issue is located in a county adjoining the
county where the mortgaged premises or some part of the morigaged
premises described in the notice are located, a substantial portion of the
newspaper’s circulation is in the latter county,

FURTHER YOUR AFFIANT SAITH NOT.

Subscribtﬁd_and sworn to before meg on this C%H.{” day
af _HOJ".M .20 by Ciretchen Jennissen

Pat Turner,
MNotary Publ

PAT TURNER
ZRE  TARY PUBLIC- MINNESOTA
S0 MY COMMISSION BXPIRES 1113175

Benton County Naws — PO Box 187 — Foley, MN 56329
Ph. (320) 968-7220
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Brainerd Dispatch

Northland Reliability Project

m -
RIVER
ENERGY.

Join us at an open house
Learn about how Minnesota Power and Great River Energy

» Il minnesats pawsr

are investing in a 150-mile transmission line from northern
Minnesota to central Minnesota to support grid reliability
and resilience in the Upper Midwest.

Feb. 2, 2023 X
_— Route corridor Iron Range
11am.-1p.m. . X Substation
. f Grand Rapids™._4
4 -6:00 p.m. Leech
Daggett Brook ﬁ ' @
Town Hall Fov
14074 Co Road 2, Riverton . 200

Brainerd, MN 56401 | Substation MeGregor

Brainerd.” | (" MilleLacs
. Lake
{35

See the full list of "
community open Benton
houses on our County
website or call our | Substation .
project hotline for St Clotd iy | Legend
more information. &y | 4 Expand existing

substations
Big Oaks B Mew substation

E E Substation |
il Segment one
D21 Segment twao

Can't be there in person?
i Explore the virtual, self-quided open
E - house on our website to learn more
sl and provide feedback.

O northlandreliabilityproject.com (™ 218-864-6059
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STATE OF MINNESOTA AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

Kim Quinones , belng first duly sworn on oath states, or affirms that s/he is the
publisher of tha newspaper known as the Brainerd Dispateh, or the publisher's designated agent, and has full
knowledge of the facts stated below:

A. Tha newspaper has complied with all of tha requiremants constituting qualification as a qualified
nowspaper, as provided by Minn. Stat. 3314.02. and othar applicabla faws, as amandad,

E. The printed notice that is attached was published on the following dates: February 1, 2023,

-} £ £
By & £ vece BT

Subseribed and swomn to or affirmed before me

on this 3, day of FEBRUARY, 2023.

i
] et

Notary Public_— % Lt S bl ol |

RATHY J EI’_:HHI}'.
Hotary Pubtic
13qg of MinnasolE
.'I h'-fsl:nmmlism-.ﬂm:n
January 31, 2074
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Crosby Ironton Courier

Northland Reliability Project

Join us at an open house

Learn about how Minnesota Power

and Great River Energy are investing
in a 150-mile transmiission line

from northern Minnesota to central

Minnesota to support grid reliability
and resilience in the Upper Midwest.

Feb. 1,
2023

Nam-1lpm
4-6pm.

@ Taconite Canteen
V' 240 Curtis Ave,, lronton, MN 55455

. Daggett Brook Town Hall
¥/ 14074 Co Road 2, Brainerd, MN 56401

See thea full list of community cpen
houses on our website or call our
project hotline for more information,

E E Can't be there in person?
Explore the virtual, self-guided

£ open house on our website to
% learmn more and provide feedback:
O northlandreliabilityproject.com
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Grand Rapids Herald

GREAT
Northland Reliability Project GREAT l gRD
ENERGY. v mmnescta
Join us at an open house ' Iron Range
| "~ " Substation
Learn about how Minnesota Power | gy Cvand l'mpldh 1<
and Great River Energy are investing  [IERNSP [ .
in a 150-mile transmission line \ /L/rf N
from northern Minnesota to central i ,fi”j Ei
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and resilie inthe U Mid t to
and resilience in the Upper Midwes ) / } o f
Substation == MeGregon
Nam -1pm. { Er“
4 - 6:00 pm. — J
Fiildlnt-‘it}-r { mﬂﬂ
Timberlake Lodge \ &
144 SE. 17th St. [[ J'
Grand Rapids, MN 55744 ! ‘
See the full list of communityopen | County \
houses on our website or call our Substation ,
project hotline for more information. St CleaTiy N Legend
= 4 Expand existing
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Explore the virtual, self- mm;:i B MNew substation
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E b= Our website to learn more | =33 Segment two
*' and provide feedback.

O northlandreliabilityproject.com M 218-864-6059 -
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Mille Lacs Messenger

GREAT
Morthland Rellablllity Project m A

Join us at an open house

Leam about how Minnesota Power and Great River Energy
are investing in a 150-mile transmission line frorm nerthern
Minnescta to central Minhesota to support grid reliability
ahd resilience in the Upper Midwest.

Jan. 24,
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Mille Lacs Union Times
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Northland Reliability Project
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Mormison County Record

Northland Reliability Project mm
ENERDY.

Join us at an open house - Iron Range
-~ Substation

Learn about how Minhesota Power | Grand r\-apadif’--' j}?
and Great River Energy are investing \ [
in a 150-mile transniission line {
frem horthern Minnesota te central ﬁ ‘,f’,fr"'
Minnesota to support grid reliability '
and resilisnce in the Upper Midwest

Substation /" ../
'Ja“- 24| 11 am. = 1 p.m. . J:"c_.-. J
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i | Milfe g
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See the full list of community pen - County { L
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project hotline for mora informatioh, 81 Clomy Legend
A Lypand existing
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quicled open house on T et = Segment one
E _' our website to learn more | =3 segmenttwe
! and provide feedback.

(] northlandreliabilityproject com 9 218-864-6059

ADAMS PUBLISHING GROUP

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

UM_ M . being duly sworn on an oath says that hefshe is an
autharized agent and employes of Adams Publishing Group, and has foll knowledge of the
{acts which are stabed below. .

{A)  The newspaper has complied with all the requirements constituting qualification as
a qualified newspaper.

{B) The printed display ad was printed in the following editions on the following dates:
EDITION: DATE:
MORRAESN CounlY RTrD _TRN 15, 2013
_MUGAUSING COMATY. REotd T 22, 2013

Appendix N
Page 43 of 176
Docket No. E015,ET2/CN-22-416
Docket No. E015,ET2/TL-22-415




NewsHopper

Northland Reliability Project

e | mam__

Join us at an open house

Learn about how Minnesota Power
and Great River Energy are investing
ina 150-mile transmission line

from northern Minnesota to central
Minnesota to support grid reliability
and resilience in the Upper Midwest

—

————

Taconite Canteen
240 Curtis Ave., lronton, MN 56455
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Daggett Brook Town Hall
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Patriot MN
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Northland Rellabllity Project m GREAT
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Ledarn about how Minnescta Power Grand RapidsT. A
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Revised Affidavit af Publication Form
{includes Languoge Required by 2015 [egislation, Chopter 14, Relating to

Meortgage Foreclasure Notices|

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
[FORM Rev. 6/15]
STATE OF MINNESOTA)

) ss.
COUNTY OF SHERBURNE)

William Morgan, being first duly sworn, on oath states as follows:

1. | am the publisher of the Patriot News MN, or the publisher's designated agent. | have
personal knowledge of the facts stated in this Affidavit, which is made pursuant to Minnesota Statutes
§331A.07.

L. Ihe newspaper has complied with all of the requirements to constitute a qualified
newspaper under Minnesota law, including those requirements found in Minnesota Statutes §331A.02.

3. The dates of the month and the year and day of the week upon which the public notice
attached/copied below was published in the newspaper are as follows:

That the printed NORTHLAND RELIABILTY PROJECT OPEN HOUSE JAN. 26, 2023 hereto attached as a
part hereof was cut from the columns of said newspaper, was published therein in the English language oncea
week for ONE successive weeks; that it was first puklished on the 21 day of JANUARY 2023 and thereafter an
Saturday of each week to and including the 21 day of JANUARY 2023 and that the following is a copy of the
lower case alphabet which is acknowledged to have been the size and kind of type used in the publication of
said NORTHLAND RELIABILTY PROJECT OPEN HOUSE JAN. 26, 2023,

4. The publisher's lowest classified rate paid by commercial users for comparable space, as
determined pursuant to § 3314.06, is as follows: 515.60 per column inch.

5. [NEW] Mortzage Foreclosure Notices [Effective 7/1/15]. Pursuant to Minnesata Statutes §580.033
relating to the publication of mortgage foreclosure notices: The newspaper’s known office of issue is located
in Sherburne County. The newspaper complies with the conditions described in §580.033, subd. 1, clause (1} or
{2). If the newspaper's known office of issue is located in a county adjoining the county where the mortgaged
premises or some part of the mortgaged premises described in the notice are located, a substantial portion of
the newspaper's circulation is in the latter county,

FURTHER YOUR AFFIANT SAITH NOT. / /%{’u ‘é /Zé

William Meorgan, Puhllsher /
Subscribed and sworn to before me on i

thisZZdayof _ Tephe /2023,

By William Morgan, Punaishy’ /
o

™

iﬁ-“*n CHRISTGPHER § MEYER
i é, NOTARY PLELIC - MESOTA 3
E TE' MY COMMISSIN EXPIRES D115

B e et

#Nf-f-"”'-"
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‘Sauk Rapids Herald

Northland Reliabllity Project mmvm

EMERGY | ——
Join us at an open house '- Iron Range
ek -~ Substation
Learn about how Minnhesota Power | Grand Ra p|db N
and Great River Energy are investing P Y
in a 150-mile transmission line \ s
from notthern Minnesota to central e '(:53___
Minnesota to support grid reliability L
and resilience in the Upper Midwest. A / e
Riverton f—
Substation ’//f McGragor
1iam.-1pm ! {_, /
4-6:00 pm. LA % -
hed R
Sauk Rapids Government Center ISR RSN
250 Summit Ave. N. \J :] '
Sauk Rapids, MN 56378 \ UL
i
See the full list of community open - County
houses on our websita or call our Substation |
project hotline for more information. St Clotio, N legend
& Expand existing
[E]* =] Can't bethere in person? ; st
Explote the virtual, self- ~ EigOaks | g Newsubsation
guided open house on 3 T'F'Em _| == segment one
ourwebsite to learn more | == segment two
and provide feedback.

O northlandreliabilityprojectcom (% 218-864-6059
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Sauk Rapids Herald

FRINTER’S AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
STATE OF MINNESOTA)

8%
COUNTY OF BENTON)

Gretchen Jennissen, being first duly swom, on ocath states as
follows:

1. I am the publisher of the The Sauk Rapids Herald, or the
publisher's designated agent. [ have personal knowledge of the facts
stated in this Affidavit, which is made pursuant to Minnesota Statutes
§331A.07.

2. The newspaper has complied with all of the requirements 1o
constitute a qualified newspaper wnder Minnesota law, including those
requirements found in Minnesoa Statutes §331A.02

3, The dates of the month and the year and day of the week upon
which the public notice atachedicopied below was published in the
newspaper are as follows: Saturday, 1/21/2023, and was thereafter
printed and published on every Saturday, to and including Saturday,
12812023,

4, The publisher's lowest classified rate paid by commercial users for
comparable space, as determined pursuant o § 331A.06, is as follows:

5. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes §580.0533 relating to the publication
of morgage [oreclosure notices:  The newspaper’s known office of
issue s located in Benton County. The newspaper complies with the
conditions described in §580.033, subd. 1. clause (1) or {2). If the
newspaper’s known office of issue is located in a county adjoining the
county where the morgaped premises or some part of the moripaged
premises described in the notice are located, a substantial portion of the
newspaper’s circulation is in the latter county.

FURTHER YOUR AFFIANT SAITH NOT.

Subscrib sworn to before me_on this é}i 2 day
of E i; iﬂﬁ ;md ﬂ . 20 &5 by Gretchen Jennissen

TI{LE”" ACQODNTSRECEIVABLE

V&Ow

“‘@% PAT TURNER
: 1§ MOTARY PUBLIC - MINHESOTA
U MY COMMSSION EXPIRES 01731125

Pat Turner,

Sauk Rapids Herald - 11 2™ Ave. N - Sauk Rapids, MM 58379

Ph. (320) 251-1971 Appendix N
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Scenic Range News Bovey

Northland Reliability Project m mv“

ENERGY.

Join us at an open house Iron Range
s ~~ Substation
Learn about how Minnesota Power A Grand napqu, ~
and Great River Energy are investing '\\ Lake [ H N
in & 150-mile transmission line '. N
from northern Minnesota to central ’__
Minnesota to support grid reliability \
and resilience in the U r Midwest. —
et ppRe = Riverton : \_-—.IC‘[” ﬁ
Substati i cGregor
11am.-1pm. e {m i {’ 4
4 6 p m. ,fr_'h-———-'i.f"'f v,
Bia:nerc[l.f o {\ mmﬁ
@ Timberlake Lodge . S
144 SE. 17th St. I:'
Grand Rapids, MN 55744 \
Benton
See the full list of community open - County h \
houses on our website or call our 5“'-"““'"-"“ \
project hotline for more information, St Clotg Legend
L i Expand existing
[E] % [=] Can't be there in person? ) ~ substations
Explore the virtual, self- | sfﬂ&?ﬁ'ﬁ. B New substation
F guided open house an TN | B3 segmentione
E = our website to learn more =3 Segment two
"' and provide feedback,
nerthlandreliabilityproject.com ( 218-864-6059
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

. * pawes
'I__,_r-""1
Iron Range
~ Substation
Grand Rapids . A
[ L
L HI ‘\\\"
7
&l @_ "
1
LA 1
ton :
Hom .7 McGregor
B /
e (aky

STATE GFMMNNESOTA )
1 8

LRI TY OF TTASCA ]

Tony Fragnitn or iGdsting Westerherg, hefng [frat duly swormn, on cath states
a5 finllows:

EE

T am the pubisher of the Seade Rangs NewsFomm, oz the poblishers
desigrinted agent 1 lwre personal Inowledpe of the fots siatad in e
Affidavit which is made purstant o Minnesota Satubes §3814.07,

The niewspaper hes cimphisd with sl of the reqofremerts o constthte 2
renuirements foand in Mirmesoks Satutes GIA1A02.

The dates of the month and the yest and day of the week open wihich
the pueblic notis atacdhed,copied wes puiblished i the newspaper are as

s ) 10[25 @ |/ 20/23

The publisher's lowest classified eie pefd by romanerclal usses foo
mﬂgmmdﬂﬂ!ﬁfﬂﬁmmﬁmm,i&u follonwes:
S10.00 per polumm ing.

Torigres Foreclosioe Motices: Pumsoant to Minnesole Stalules §580.065
selating to fhe publication of mortgge fmeclosuve notives: The
mww:r‘sknmoﬂﬂmﬁimﬂ lacaiad in Basca County. The
nawspaper epmplies with the condifiias described {n 580058, subd. 1,
clatise (1) or 2. [F e mewspapers known office of e is loosed 0 a
mudjm&#mﬁymmﬁemuﬂgagedPMmm
ﬂhwdmdﬂﬂmm&mmmmﬂ
mmmaﬂgm&ﬂnmdnmuﬁﬁmhmﬂtmﬂm

Tory Fragnito, Publisher
Fristing Westerberg

Suherihed gnd sworn to beforeme by Tory Frignito or
Foriatina Westerbery on this

G ANNETTE MARIE FAULKNER §
METARY PUBLIC - MINKESTTA
My Comimission Eapins dan 3t 2080

ey Py
g i
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Voyageur Press McGregor

Northland Rellsbllity Project

Join us at an open house

Learn about how Minhescta Power

and Great River Eneray are investing
I & 150-mile transmission line

fram narthern Minnesota to cantral

3 ta support grid reliab
cein tha Upper Midw

Spang Town Hall
35402 5pang Read
Hill City, MM 55748

See the full st of community open -

houses on aur website or call aur Substation |

project hotline far more nformation.

E E Can't bathere in person?
Explore the virtual, self-
quicied open holse on

E !' our website to learm more

andd provide fesdback

o, Substation

R Iron H;ngo
[ e Substation
et P4

al
{ F |
Beniton Hi ‘
County \
St E iy, Legyns
B - A Expandexising
-3 ailpsiations.

Big Caks. B Hew substation
L) Sagment one
3 Sagimen. v

0) northlandreliabilityprojectcom  [@ 21B-864-6058 -
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Open House Banners

Northland Reliability Project

GEEAT
[l | wRE

Supporting a reliable,
resilient, flexible
energy grid
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Northland Reliability Project Northland Reliability Project

Qs |oxm, Rl |28
Who we are Part of a regional plan for
energy reliability
Minnesota Power IiS a utility Minnesota Power and Great River Energy
company that provides, affordable, are working together to build the
reliable energy to 145,000 residential Nerthland Reliability Project.
customers and business customers ] ]
in NE MN and 14 municipalities and The project includes new and replaced

transmission lines, upgrades to existing
substations and a new substation. When in
service, the transmission grid will be more
mnpower.com reliable, resilient and flexible to support the
delivery of cleaner energy to our customers

and mermbears,
()1

some of the nation’s largest industrial
customers in Minnesota.

Great River Energy is a wholesale
electric power cooperative which
provides electricity to approximately

MISO, the regional grid
operator, approved

Substation ' aman
EINEED

i : Banton County this project as partof a
1.7 million people through its 27 Sinizion B portfol?o of Long Range

PG LT

member-owner cooperatives and
customers. Through our member-owners,
we serve two-thirds of Minnesota
geographically and parts of Wisconsin.

Transmission Projects In
July 2022,

Big Ol
Subsiakion

greatriverenergy.com

m EivER
RIVER
ENERGY,

Learn moreat misoenergy.org
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Northland Reliability Project Northland Reliability Project

GREAT
[Qlss | WED s

EHIRGT.

(1]
e

Fulfilling a need Project segments

K Provide system support -
] ] : 7
g Provide support to the ensrgy Iron Ranga
# 7" grid as more renawable energy " ik Substation
# is brought online and coal lagey oL BRI e

& i P Ltk
operations cease at existing

power plants @

Increase capacity 210
. Riverton .
i Safely and reliably deliver more Substation .. MeGregor
clean energy from where it's L

e proeduced to where it's consumed = ey

Milte Lacs
by utility customers and power . Lake
cooperative members mmm
. it
__,--;‘___-_ Strengthen resiliency = Expand witiog substaion
§ Improve ability to withstand \a County r -
s & " more frequent extreme Substation sl
w8 eather events St ClediE g e e
Lagund
Enhance flexibility g s Big Oaks

= :I et
Meet future energy needs =4S
by enabling transfer of many e

---------- types of power generation

from many locations to meet Bagrrmint cul 8 Sagmant bwo
= Install approximately Replace approximately 20 miles of
the lﬂng term needs of our 120 miles of new an existing 230-kV transmission line
customers and members doubile-circuit 3453V with 2 doubla-circuit 345-4V lina
transmission ling, fram the Banton County Substation
generally located near tothe Big Oaks Substation

{substation to ba built as part of a
separate project)

existing transmission
line corrdors
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Northland Reliability Project

Our routing process

any
L

o T i et e

Define study area

™,

Define route corridor

Public

Define route alternatives

Identify proposed route to submit In

the Certificate of Need and Route Permit
Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission

The criteria for route development is set by Minnesota
statute and guide our routing process.

To route a project, we consider:

Opportunities Engineering and construction
Constraints considerations

Your input matters

We need your help to identify opportunities
and constraints.

Northland Reliability Project

ann
i

Anticipated schedule

2022
Project planning and initial
stakeholder engagement

2023
Routing, public engagement
and permitting

2024 - 2026
Permitting, engineering,
environmental surveys,
real estate and public
engagement

2027 - 2030
Construction

2030
Anticipated in-service

The schedule is subject to change.
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Northland Reliability Project

m
RIVER
EmENGY.

[ ] ]}
L mamerania preeee

Connect with us!

[E]%% @ \
o [ ]
I Scan me

ﬂi northlandreliabilityproject.com
B connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com

L 218-864-6059

Northland Reliability Project
Rl | #2x

IHIRGT. [T ——

Route corridor

B g sLETOTICH e
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Open House Boards

Northland Reliability Project
[Q]swa

What are the top three constraints we
should be aware of?

+ W minnesota power

Agricultural uses, including organic farms

Airports/air navigation facilities

Cemeteries

Communication towers
Conservation areas
Cultural/archaeological resources
Floodplains
Lakes/ponds/rivers/streams/wetlands
Levees/dams

Mines/quarries

Pipelines

Potentially contaminated sites

Railroads

Religious facilities
Residences
Scenic highways

Schools

Sensitive crops

Sensitive plant/animal species

State/regional/local parks and trails

Wells Appendix N
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Northland Reliability Project

Right-of-way acquisition

@ What is right-of-way?
A right-of-way, or ROW, is a strip of
land used for a specific purpose such
as the construction, operation and
maintenance of a road or transmission
line. Right-of-way is typically secured
as an easement on a property.

'3 -lmnnesola power

® What is an easement?

A document allowing Minnesota Power
and Great River Energy the right to
construct, operate and maintain a
transmission line and other associated
infrastructure on your property.

Our right-of-way acquisition process:

Project representatives will hold individual meetings with affected landowners to
discuss right-of-way needs.

E

Landowners are
contacted to begin
right-of-way
acquisition
process.

An easement is
presented to a
landowner. An
ofter based on
fair market value
is presented.

We work closely
with the landowner
to resolve concerns
and reach an
agreement. An
easement Is
recorded.

The utilities
construct,
operate and
maintain the
transmission line
within the
right-of-way.

Additional right-of-way needs may include:
e Construction staging areas

s Temporary access roads

» Substation expansions
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Northland Reliability Project

Right-of-way needs: | Segment one

) Overlap up to i T Proposed expansion |G s
30 — 40 feet 110 — 120 feet

'3 -lmnnesola power

Approximate total ROW wi 300 feet

Route corridor Iron Range
Substation

Grand Rapids]<_ &
Leech A
_ Lake rf

iz

j
Typical right-of-way needed for a new ) V& B
proposed line is 150 feet SU';;";'JZ: yZa 7 e

Segment one: New line

B‘rainerd,.- | " Mille Lacs
\ ( o Lake

¢ Will need additional right-of-way
e May have an opportunity to share up to

40 feet of right-of-way with existing line
Benton |
County ||
Substation
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Northland Reliability Project

Right-of-way needs:

'3 -lmnnesola power

- | 130 - 170 et high
W

i
E ‘ ........................ New 345-kV

i double-circuit
weathering steel
structure installed on
‘/ existing centerline

5550 est high

Existing 230-KV ---coveovneennee »
wood H-frame
structure to be
removed

Total existing ROW: 150 feet

" Route corridor

Benton County
A substation

The right-of-way for this line will
remain 150 feet

Segment two: Line replacement
Big Oaks

» May require additional temporary Substation

right-of-way
@
Substation Big Lake
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Northland Reliability Project

'3 -lmnnesola power

GREAT
RIVER
ENERGY.

Typical preconstruction and
construction activities

4 |nitial surveying, A Structure staking, 4 Foundation installation

right-of-way clearing and  surveying and soils Foundation type may vary
access routes investigations as needed depending on structure

A Assemble and set 4 Wire installation 4 Cleanup and restoration
structures

Typical preconstruction survey types

e Field surveys ¢ Wetland and stream surveys

e Wildlife surveys e Soil surveys
¢ Archaeological surveys
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Northland Reliability Project

GREAT
RIVER
ENERGY.

'3 -lmnnesola power

Initial study area: What we heard

— I

JRONRANG E-=m
SUBSTATION 7

ITASCA
COUNTY

CASS COUNTY.

AITKIN
COUNTY

CROW WING
COUNTY:

RIVERTON |
SUBSTATION |

| MILLE LACS
COUNTY KANABEC
COUNTY

LEGEND
=3 sruoy area
] ROUIE CORRIDOR
~=—| [0 PROICCTSUBSTATIONS
BIG OAKS SUBSTATION AREA
EXISTING TRANSMISSION
115K OR LOVER
— 20Ky
—— 250Ky OR HIGHER
COUNTY BOUNDARY

oy
SHERBURNE WATER
\-——..\ COUNTY
| S |
STEARNS 9
BIG OAKS
Ok . suasm'mN\
= ANORA
WRIGHT \\ COUNTY
COQUNTY S e D g tue
NN q

Stakeholder workshop stats

« Fall 2022

» 6 in-person meetings

» 1virtual meeting

* 90+ participants

» Agencies and local leaders

Comments received by type

Total

@ Utilities © Wetlands and water
@® Geology/Mining resources
@ Transportation Agriculture
@ Routing Land use

Cultural resources @ Communication
@ Planned Topography

development Easement

@ Recreation Environmental
@ Homes
Managed/Fee lands

General
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Comment Form

Northland Retiabllity Project
Bl | 2EL.

Thank you for providing feedback on the Morthland Reliability Project.
cnm me“t Fﬂrm Flease use the comment form below to submit a comment or join the

emall list to receive project update s,

MName:

Organization (if any):

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Phone number: Emnail:

Are you the owner of the property listed abowe? OYes O HNo
Would you like to join our email list? OYes O No
Comment:

Please provide any additional information about your property that you would like our project taam to be aware of:

Would you like a response back to your comments? O Yes O No

IF you answer yes, please Ml Ut your amar, phane and/or maliing address above. Drop in the comment box atthe open ho
Mail it bac our project team (see ba

Email connect@northlandreliabi lityprojec

How to submit comment ferm:
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Information Packet

Northland Reliability Project

K'?."»F?.I )]
EMERGY. o Il cinnescta power

Packet overview Packet materials

This packet of information includes the

Thank you for your interest in the information on the fellowing:

Morthland Reliability Project. We
appreciate you reviewing this packet _
to learn about the project and Frequently asked questions
provide input to help us route this Routing process and criteria
transmission line. Additional engagement
Feedback opportunities

About the project

Prepaid return envelope

Please read the materials and send us the
comment form to share your valuable
input with us. You can:

» Mall the comment form and map
back to our team using the prepaid
return envelope

* Scan and email it to us at

connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com Connect with us

* Visit the project website to visit our We want to hear from you.
online comment map and complete
the online comment form at
northlandreliabilityproject.com

@ nerthlandreliabilityproject.com

- Call the project team if you have any connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com

guestions at 218-864-6059 G 218-B64-6059

Comments will be accepted through
Feb. 17, 2023.
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Northland Reliability Project

GREAT
Rz
FHIRGY,

Ny
 Umnnessie seuwer

Supporting a reliable, resilient and flexible energy grid

To maintain a continuous supply of safe and reliable electricity, Minnesota Power and Great River Energy are investing

in transmission infrastructure to enhance the stability of the regional electric system and support a reliable, resilient and
flexible electric grid as energy resources continue to evolve, The energy resources we use to serve our customers and
members are changing, and the regional power grid we use to deliver that energy needs to change, too.

Project needs

The Morthland Reliability Project will ensure the power grid in northern
and central Minnesota continues to operate safely and reliably as energy
resources in Minnesota and the regional pewer system continue to
evolve. This project is also part of a large "Long Range Transmission Plan”
portfolio appraved by MISO, the region’s grid operator, to support grid
reliability across the Midwest region. As generation resources shift from
fossil fuels to more renewables, the Morthiand Reliability Project is one
part of the salution to:

Provide support to the ' Improve ability to
energy grid as more 27T TnS) - withstand more
renewable energyis | My L. frequent extreme

brought online and coal ~ U@~ weather events
operations cease at
existing power plants

Increase capacity to safely Meet future energy needs
and reliably deliver more q Q F‘f by enabling transfer of
f \

- clean energy from wheare many types of power
LY, it's producedtowhere 77T generation to many
it"s consumed by utility locations to meet the
customers and power long-term needs of our
cooperative members customers and members

About

The project consists of two major segments and some additional
Improvements;

= Sogment one Install = Additional project improvemenis:

We'll undertake a robust stakeholder
process as we prepare toapply for

a Certificate of Need and Route
Permit from the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission.

2022

(= Praject planning and iritial
stakaeholder engagament

2023
——— Routing, public

engagement and

permitting

2024 - 2026
o—— Permitting. enginearing.
anvironmantal suneys,
real estate and public
engagemant

2027 - 2030
0—— Construction

approximately 130 miles of a new
double-circuit T45-kitovolt (kKY)
transmission line, generally
located near existing transmission
line corridors

Segment two: Replace
approximately 20 miles of an
existing 230-kV transmission line:
with a double-circuit 345-kV
transmission line from the Banton
County Substation o the Big Oaks
Substation (substation to be built
as part of a separate project)

January 2023

— Expand the existing Iron Range
Substation, located near Grand
Rapids, and the Benton County
Substation, located near
St Cloud

— Install a new substation at
of near the existing Riverton
Substation and reconfigure
existing transmission lines in the
Riverton area

— Rebuild approximataly
20 mites of existing single -circuit
345-kV line from the Banton
County Substation to the Sherco
Substation in Sherburne County

2030
00— Andcipated In-service

*The schedwle is subject to change.

Minnesota Power and Great River

Energy have a successful history of joint
development and ownership of projects

that support the reliability of our

electric grid to meet the needs of
OUF communities. ’
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Northland Reliability Project - [Qes | #EE

Route corridor map Routing process

During the routing process, our team
will identify route alternatives built

Iron Hange on taking advantage of opportunities
= while understanding constraints.
> Substat!un We'll be relying on feedback from the
k Grand Ra p]ds' o 3 public, local leaders, agencies and our

Leec ; own expertise to develop altermatives
Lake If within the route corridor.

2 Segment one
371 ol Install approximately 130 miles

of a new double=circuit
345-kV transmission line,

ﬁ generally located near existing
T transmission line corridors.

Expand existing substation

Riverton - .
Substation /" McGregor
1| Segment two

- - Replace approximately 20 miles

{ AN of an existing 230-kV
Brainerd, Mille Lacs transmission line to a double-
— Y loke circuit 345-kV line from the
Benton County Substation
Install new substation | to the Big Oaks Substation
{substation to be built as part of
a separate project).

and reconfigure existing
transmission lines R

Expand existing substation |

Additional project
Improvements:

Benton

m County
Subst aticm Rebulld approximately . Expandlthe existing Iron Range
N - 20 miles of existing Substation, located near Grand

& 3 Rapids, and the Benton County
single-circult 345-kY line S aatelkahitisrete
St. Cloud

» Install a new substation

and reconfigure existing
Connect Into transmission lines in the
Blg Oaks Substation Riverton area
« Rebuild approsamately 20 miles
Legend of existing single-circuit 345-kV

A& Expand existing substations e Segment one l&'::EI fr' mlmiﬁ?ﬁ?;;ei?m

B HNew substation = Segment two Substation in Sherburne Courty

Sherco Substation i Blg Lake

Substation

Connect with us
Questions? We want to hear from you.

§j northlandreliabitityproject.com & connectpnorthlandreliabilityproject.com &, 218-864-6059
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Frequently asked questions

2 Why Iz the Nerthland Reliability Project needed?

The Nerthland Relability Projectwill ensure the power grid
i narthern and central Minresota continues to operate
safely and reliably as energy resournces in Minnesota and the
regional power system contnue to evolve. As generation
resourcas shift from fossil fuels to mone renewable enangy

highways of the electric system. Transmission lines carry large
amounts of high-voltage electricity from generation si2s to
substations, where it is "stepped down” to lower voltages so
it can be delivered across the electric distribution system, and
can be safely usad at homes, farms and businessas,

like wind and solar. the Northland Reliability Projectisone @ What Is the routing study area?

partof the sclution to;

= Provide systerm support as the use of fossil-fueled
baseload generators continues to evolve,

= Facilitate increased capacity to safely and reliably
deliver clean energy from where it s produced to
whereit s needed by our customers and mermbers.

= Enhance system resiliency during extreme
weather events.

= Plan proactively to meet changing customers and
mambers power needs due to decarbonization
and electrification.

@ How will | benefit from this project? Why Is this project

important to the electric grid in Minnesota?

The Morthland Relability Project will allow Minnesota Power
and Great. River Energy to continue delivering reliable,
cleaner energy to our customers and members. This praject
will enhance the stability of cur regicnal electric system

and support a retiable, resillent and flexible energy grid so
any type of generation. and from more locations, could

be connected to meetthe long-term energy needs of our
customers and members, The Northland Relability Project
s part of a large portiolio of regional transmission projects
approved by MISO, the region’s grid cperator, in the summer
of 2022, Al of the projects In that portfclio work together to
provide broad regional benefits in addition to local reliability
benefits. While the Northland Reliability Project will directly
support reliability in northern and central Minnesota, i
supperts relability well beyond Minnesota, as well

What are transmission lines and substations and what do

they do?

Electricity Is generated at power plants, wind or solar
facilties and other generation stes bafore it is deliverad
across a complex, Interconnected system of power lines and
substations to electric customers and cooperative memibers,
Think of transmission lines as the interstates, or the super

Connect with us

Questions? We want to hear from you.

ﬁ northlandreliabitityproject.com

& connectmnorthlandreliabilityproject.com

The study area |s the geographic area in consideration
for the route of the power line. We developed the study
area based onwhere the new transmission line will need
to connect into existing infrastructure; We'll narrow
down potential routes based on the state of Minnesota’s
requiremmeants, as well as public input, engineering.
permitting and construction feasibility. We will lock for
opportunities to follow existing utility corridors and use
land already being wsed for power lines whenever it
makeas sense,

@ How much will this project cost and how will it be

pald for?

The Northland Reliabllity Projectis one of 18 regiconal
transmission projects approved by MISC, the region’s
grid operator, in the summer of 2022, Because the
entire region benefits from the Northland Reliability
Project, the cost is spread across all of the utilities
who are members of MISO in the region. The
Morthland Reliability Project’s estimated overall cost is
approximately 5970 million and ultimately, everyone
who uses electricity in the MISO region will pay a
share through their electric bills as costs flow thraugh
to electric utility customers and electric cooperative
members, While there is cost associated with new
transmission, transmission makes up a small portion
of electric bills and the value of this project is high.
The prajectis one of marny that will ensure reliability in
our regicn as our generation resources evolve, MISO
estimates the benefit of bringing on more low-cost
renewable energy, along with other benefits, cutweighs
the cost of these projects by two to four times.

@ What is this schedule for this project?

This project is in the early planning stages and includes
a robust stakeholder engagement process. We'll apply
for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit from the
Minnesota Public Utilities Comimission and work with

. 218-864-605%
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local jurisdictions, landowners, customers, members
and agencies while following permitting requirements
throughout project development and construction. The
proposad schedule is as follows:

you will be invited to public open house meetings. If
you own property on the final route that is approved
by the Minnesota Public Utilides Commission, a

project team member will contact you and begin the

process for obtalning an easement on your property
for the project’s right-of-way needs. A right-of-way is

a strip of land used for a specific purpose such as the
construction, operation and maintenance of a road or
transmission line-and it is typically secured in the form of
an easement, The easement is the document allowing
Minnesota Power and Great River Energy the right to
Lse the portion of your property for the transmission
line project’s needs. More Information on the easement
process will be made available when we have a better
idea of what our proposed route will be.

= 2022 - Project planning and initial stakeholder
engagemeant

» 2023 - Routing, public engagement and permitting

« 2024-2026 — Permitting, engineering, environmental
surveys, real estate and public engagerment

= 2027-2030 - Construction
= 2030 - Anticipated in-service®*
*The schedule is subject to change.

2 Can | get involved? WIll my input be taken into
account during the routing process?

Yes and yes| We need your input during the routing
process, You can get information and provide input by
visiting us at workshops and public meetings, browsing
this website and maore. Property owners within the route
carridor will receive information throughout project
development and we are always avallable to discuss the
project with each (ndividual property owner. Finally,

you can stay up to date on project happenings by
visiting this website reqularly and signing up for future
emall updates.

& What Is the route corridor?

The route corridor is a2 narrowed area being considered
forthe power line. We developad the route corridor
based on where the new power line will need to connect
jnto substations, input gathered during cur fall 2022
stakeholder workshops and the opportunity v route
near existing utility corridors and land already being used
for power lings, The route corridor s narrower than the
original study area, and wider than the 150-foot right of
way that will be needed for the construction, operation
‘and maintenance of the line. The next stepin route
development will be to define route alternatives within

2 How will the routing process work? the route corridor.

We start by identifying a study area and through the
routing process, Ultmately narrow down to a specific
route, Qur routing process includes robust community
engagement. You're the experts in your communities
and we need you to share your insights so we can have
a mare complete picture of opportunities and
constraints in your area. We analyze and study cost,
environmental iImpacts, engineering, constructability and
more. After we recejve your input and analyze everything
we have heard and studied, we will select a proposed
route to submit in our Route Permit to the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commissicn. For this project, we will be
submitting an application for a combined Certificate

of Meed and Route Permit.

0 What will the transmission line structure look like?

We are proposing 130 -17 0 foot-high single-pole steel
structures with arms on both sides of each structure

to carry the lines. For this type of structure, wa'd
anticlpate having about five to s for each mile of our
lime. Although this is our proposed typical design, this
could change based on environmental needs, permitting
reguirements-and engineering standards, We'll continue
to share more details as they become available and we
complete maore engineering activities.

@ Who can | talk to if | have other questions on
this project?

If you have questions not answered here, you

can fill. out the comment form, email
connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com or

call 218-864-6059. Each comment goes to our project
tearm and one of our t2am meambers will get back to you,

€2 What if | have personal or commerclal land located
onthe proposed route?

If you have property in the route corridor, you will
receive communications about the project by mail and

Connect with us

Cuestions? We want to hear from you,

m northlandreliabilityproject.com

B connectancrthlandreliabilityproject.com L 218-864-6059
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Northland Reliability Project mﬂ.'&ﬂ | ()]

Our routing process

Routing a transmission line is no small task. The state of Minnesota has statutes and rules that guide the route
development process and help minimize a project’s impact to human settlement and the environment. Input
from you, local leaders and agencies as well as our own expertise is critical as we develop and finalize a route.

Here's how our routing process works. We're currently in the define route corridor part of this process. Pleaze
note that at each point during this process, and even after we submit our Certificate of Need and Route Permit
to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, there will be opportunities for public input.

Define study area Our team started by using data from publicly available data
sources and federal, state and local agencies to define a
study area. We considered existing utility corridors, existing
land use, resource areas and other data to help identify
opportunities to eventually identify a proposed route.

Public engagement

Define route corridor

Our team used data collected from your local leaders and federal, state and local agencies
and the categories of routing criteria—opportunities and constraints—to define a route
corridor. The route cormidor is a narrowed area being considered for the power line. We
developed the route corridor based on where the new power line will need to connect into
substations, input gathered during our fall 2022 stakeholder workshops and the opportunity
to route near existing utility corridors and land already being used for power lines. The
route corridor is narrower than the original study area, and wider than the 150-foot right of
way that will be needed for the construction, operation and maintenance of the line. The
next step in route development will be to define route alternatives within the route corridor.

Define route We will evaluate public input from Step 2 and develop route
alternatives alternatives. Join our mailing list to stay updated on project
milestones.

Identify proposed route to submit We will develop a proposed

in the Certificate of Need and Route gt Tl s
eed and Route

Permit Application to the Minnesota e h the Minnesota P
Public Utilities Commission ) oin our mailing
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Northland Reliability Project
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Routing opportunities "

and constraints Typical existing corridor features that are oriented in
the direction of the project.

The criteria for route selection, setforth In = Existing transmission line and utility corridors

Minnesota Statutes section 216E.03, subdivision « Highways and roads

7, and Minnesota Rule 78504100, will guide + Property lines

our team’s route development process, = Field lines

Project partners will site transmissien lines to
minimize impacts to human settlementand

the environment in accordance with Minnesota
Statutes and Rules and will guide the Minnesota

Public Utllitles Commission’s (PUC] selection of

thefinal route forthe project: During the routing
process, our team will Identify route altematives

built on taking advantage of cpportunities while
understanding constraints. The routing process

Tvpical area resources or conditions that may require
additional review and consideration.

= Agricultural uses, including organic farms

= Airportsfair navigation facilities

» Cemeteries

will help us identify a proposed route that will = Communication towers"

be Included in the Certificate of Need and Rotte SV s i ik e IR PRl i

Permit application which will be filed with the ¢ Culturalfarchaeslogical and historic resources®
Mifinesata PUC. »  Floodplaing (more difficult construction and could

have sensitive species)
» Lakes/ponds/rivers/streams/wetlands®
« Levees/dams
Your input matters Rl bl

» Pipelines

= Potentially contaminated sites
+ Railroads®
= Religicus facilities

We need your help to identify » Residences (especially large clusters of homes)
opporunities and constraints in the + Scenic highways

project area. Use the information on this + Schools

handout to help us identify opportunities « Sensitive plant/animal species®

and sensitivities on survey, map and/or » Statefregional/local parks and traits

= Wells
*Constraints with additional precautions and studles required.

comment form included in your packet,

Connect with us
Questions? We want to hear from you.

{ﬁ northlandreliabilityproject.com 8 connectmnorthlandreliabilityproject.com . 21B-864-6059
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Right-of-way acquisition

What is right-of-way? @ What Is an easement?
The term right-of-way or ROW is typically a strip A document allowing Minnesota Power and
of land used for a specific purpose such as the Great River Energy the right to construct, operate
construction, operation and maintenance of a road or and maintain a transmission line and other associated
transrnission line. Right-of-way is typically secured as infrastructure on your property.

an easement on a property,

Project representatives will hold individual meetings with affected landowners to discuss right- of-way needs.

: An easement is presented to a n
Landowners are contacted to begin :
e right-of-way acquisition process. = :Lngg?:fék':g;?r based on fair market
We work closely with the landowner to n The utilities construct, operate and n
& resclve concerns and reach an agreement, maintain the transmission line within the
An easement is recorded, right-cf-way.
Frequently asked questions

Can this project share right-of-way In segment one with an existing line?

There may be opportunities to overlap right-of-way with an existing line. We estimate up to 30-40 feet of
right-of-way may be shared between the existing structure and the new structure depending on factors like
engineering. construction and topography.

S&g"]_s.rl-t one e Cveriap up ta ""H"""""""“':: _______ Froposed ERpareicn  RESSRSEEEE B AN b
30— 40 fest 110 — 120 feet

Approximats tolal ROW width; 250 = 300 foat

(front)
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@ How large of an easement do you need?
The typical right-of-way width will be ata minimum 150 feet for each transmission line {75 feet on each side of
a transmission line), It is sometimes necessany to secure additional permanent right-of-way at angles or areas
where we use specialty structures. It could also be necessary to secure temporary areas next to the permanent
right-of-way for strinding and construction access.

@ Does segment two require a wider § e s mgm.

easement?

At this time, we do not anticipate
requiring additicnal easement
width for the line replacement
along segment two (Benton

County Substation to Big Oaks | A8~ 170 fent high:
Substation). The replaced line is Segment two SR T—
double-circut

expected to bein the same ROW

i harin i
as the existing line, weatharing stes

srructure Installed on
exkting centaring

i How far will the transmission line
be from by homes and businesses?

To the extent practicable, the i
project team will design the route Eabiting SR I s er e
wood H-frame H

1o maximize: separation from
homes-and businesses. Proximity
to homes and businesses is one of
the routing criteria for Minnesota
Power and Great River Energy.

We do notanticipate having
structures within our 150-foot-
wide right-of-way.

SFUCHUTE 10 be
ramoved

::‘H?*W;.!*-.;“-*-'“.'H?*“";ﬂ.';’w I Total existing ROW: 150 feet i “:l‘lj"'“";!‘!_‘;’w“:ﬁ‘_"“"’;'_ﬂ_'rw-i‘

How does an easement affect my property?
The easement restricts the placement of buildings and structures within the easement area for safety and
reliability and provides rights for access as well as clearing and removal of vegetation. Cur project t2am will
coordinate with landowners prior to construction: Additionally, easements stay with a property even if the
ownership of a property changes,

What activities are allowed within the easement area?
In general, the land can continue to be used as before, provided that the use does not interfere with the
construction, operation and maintenance of the transmission line, Minnescta Power and Great River Energy
encourage landowners an the final approved route to discuss the activities they plan to conduct in the easement
area with a land agert.

@ WIill eminent domain be used for this project?
Great River Energy and Minnesota Power intend to work with all landowners to reach voluntary agreements. [n
the event those agreements cannot be reached, then eminent domain proceedings may be necessary. In those
instances, the Morthland Reliability Project team encourages landowners to consult with their own counsel,
The Morthland Reliability Project team will continue to negotiate with landowners during an eminent domain
proceedings and will dismiss the proceedings if an easemant agreement is reached.

. 21B-854-6059
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Northland Reliability Project
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Construction, restoration and maintenance

+ Field surveys + Wetland and stream surveys

Typical preconstruction

survey types = Wildlife surveys « Soil surveys

+ Archaeological surveys

Construction and rastoration

A [nitial surveying, right-of-way A Structure staking, surveying and 4 Foundation installation
clearing and access routes soils investigations as needed Foundation type may vary
depending on structure

A Assemble and set structures A& Wire Installation 4 Cleanup and restoration

A project representative will assess damages incurred during construction and contact each property owner to
settle claims for any such damages. After construction is complete. damaged property will be restored as close
as possible to its original condition. Landowners will be fairty reimbursed if damage occurred to crops, fences
or other property during construction:
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Additional engagement opportunities

In addition to this packet, there are many ways to stay connectad and share your input.

~— Virtual open house

Printable detailed maps —

Visit the project website to view and
| | Explore our '|.r||'\tua|_' = Drlnt detalled sectlons of the Stud}"
— gulded open house available dred map.
—1 from Jan. 23 — Feb. 17 at
j northlandreliabilityproject.com.

~ Interactive comment map

Wisit aur Interactive comment map at
northlandreliablityproject.com. Drop a pin on the
map below to share geographically specific routing
opportunities or constraints in your commurnity,

— Meeting with the project team

Schedule a meeting with the project
team by emailing us or leaving a
message on our hotline.

Connect with us

Guestions? We want to hear from you.

{a northlandreliabilityproject.com B connectanorthlandreliabilityproject.com A 21B-864-6059
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Northland Reliability Project
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Constraints survey

We need your Inputto learn as much as we can aboutthe project area to take advantage of opportunities and
have a better understanding of constralnts. We need your input to help define route alternatlves in the
route corridor.

What are the top three constraints we should be aware of?

O Agricultural uses, including organic O Pipelines
farms _ y :

O Potentially contaminated sites

O Airports/air navigation facilities

. . O Railroads

) Cemeteries
C Religious facilities

O Communication towers ) )
O Residences (espacially large clusters

{0 Conservation areas/nature preserves of homes)

(O Cultural/archasclogical and historic O Scenic highways

resources

O Schools

O Floodplal

R O Sensitive plant/animal species
O Lake ds/ri t tland
B RN CRCRE S el (O State/regional/local parks and trails
O Levees/dams
A O Wells
O Mines/quarries

Connect with us

Cuestons? We want to hear from you.

iy northlandreliabilityproject.com = connect@nerthiandreliabilityproject.com & 21B-864-6059
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General commerlt form Thank you for providing feedback on the Northland

Reliability Project. Please use this comment form to
provide feedback to the project team or ask a question.

Name:

Organization (if any):
Address:
City: State: Zip:

Phone number: Ernail:

Comment:

Please provide any additional information about your property Are there any questions you would
that you would like our project team to be aware of: like addressed?

Would you like a response back to your comments? OYes O No

Would you like to join the mailing list? O Yes O No pori i e Lo

If you answer yes to one or both of these questions, please

Deon't forget to send your map, constraints survey, and general comment form form back to our project team! More

information about how to send this back to our team is included on the first page of your packet.
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Northland Rellabllity Project
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Construction, restoration and maintenance

« Field surveys « Wetland and stream surveys
= Wildlife surveys = 5ol surveys

Typical preconstruction

survey types ;
= Archasoclogical surveys

Construction and restoration

& |nitial surveying, right-of-way & Structure staking, surveying and & Foundation installation

clearing and access routes soils investigations as needed Fotindation type may vary
depending on structure

. Assemible and sef structures & Wire installation 4 Cleanup and restoration

A project representative will assess damages incurred during construction and contact each property owner to
settle claims for any such damages: After construction is.complete, damaged property will be restored as close
as possible to its original condition. Landowners will be fairly reimbursed i damage occurred to crops, fences
or other property durng construction
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Northland Rellabllity Project
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Permitting and agency coordination

Envirconmental permitting and approvals from appropriate federal, state and local agencies will be obtained
once a final route is identified and pricr to construction. The project will also coordinate construction activities
with local government agencies and jurisdictions and cther stakeholders,

Permitting process

Minnasota Public Liilitles Commission issuas a certificate of
nead and route permit. The certificate of nead shows thare is
a need for the power producad. A route permit is required for
routing and construction of a transmission ne. Tha PUIC will
make tha final decisicn on the routa.

Application for a cartificate of need and a routa parmit

will b2 in one application to the Minnesota Public Utilitias
Commission. Mora information at https://mn.gov/puc/
activities/energy-facilities.

Other required parmits will be applied for and granted prior
to construction. More information on the parmitting timelina
will b2 available as the project devalops.

PUC Alternative permitting process

Minnasota Power and Graat River Energy intand to subrnit
the Route Permnit application under the Alternative permitting
process sat forth in Minn. R.7850.2800 to 7850.3500.

Under the Alternative permitting process, the Minnesota
Departmant of Commerce Enargy Environmental Review

and Analysis unit is tasked with preparing an environmental
assassment on bahalf of the PUC, for proposad high voltage
transmission line facilities. The Alternative process can be
usad for saveral typas of projects, including when a proposed
transmission line of 200-kY or more follows existing
transmission line right-of -way for at least B0% of its langth.
Under the Alternative process, an applicant is only required
to submit 3 Route Permit application with ona proposed
routa. More information can be found at https://mn.gov/puc/
activities/energy-facilities/power-plants-transmission-linas/
altermative-process.

Connect with us

ﬁ Qe W ant to hear from yo
E .‘I . northlandreliabilitypro
ull

Agency coordination

Minnasota Power and Great River Energy

are working with fadaral, state and local
agencies, Tribes, tribal organizations and non-
governmental organizations. The PUC and the
Cepartment of Commerce will lead the state
permitting process. Other invelved agancies
include but are not Hmited o

U5 Fish and Wildlife SE.r'Il'iEE..
US Army Corps of Enginesrs

Minnescta Departrment of

Transportation, Department of
Matural Resources, State Historic
Preservation Office, Office of the
State Archaeologist and Pollution
Control Agency

Cournties, cities and townships

Federally recognized Tribes and

tribal organizations in Minnesota

Bois Forte Band of Chippewa. Fond du Lac Band
of Lake Superior Chippewa, Grand Portage Band
of Lake Superior Chippewa, Leech Lake Band

of Cjibwe, Lower Siows Indian Commumnity,

Mille Lacs Band of Cjibwe, Prairie lsland Indian
Community, Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians,
Shakopes Mdewakanton Sioux Community,
Upper Sioux Community, White Earth Mation,
Minnesota Chippewsa Tribe and Minnesota Indian
Affairs Council
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Northland Reliabllity Project
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Routing opportunities

and constraints

The criteria for route selection, set forth in
Minnesota Statutes section 216E.03, subdivision
7, and Minnescta Rule 78504100, will guide

our team’s route development process,

Project partners will site transmission lines to
minirnize impacts to human settlement and

the ernvironment in accordance with Minnesota
Statutes and Rules and will guide the Minnescta
Public Utilities Commission’s (PUC) selection of
the final route for the project. During the routing
process, our team will identify route alternatives
built on taking advantage of opportunities while
understanding constraints. The routing process
will help us identify a proposed route that will

be included in the Certificate of Meed and Route
Permmnit application which will be filed with the
Minnesota PUC.

Your input matters

We need your help to identify
opportunities and constraints.

Connect with us
. ant to hear fro

Tipical existing corridor features that are oriented in
the direction of the project.

# Existing transmission line and utility corridors
# Highways and roads

# Property lines

# Field lines

Constraints

Typical area resources or conditions that may require
additional review and consideration.

= Agricultural uses, including organic farms

+ Airports/air navigation facilities

* Cemeteries

* Communication towers®

+ Conservation areas/nature preserves

# Culturalfarchasclogical and historic resources®

# Floodplains (more difficult construction and could
hiave sensitive species)

+ Lakes/ponds/rivers/streams/wetlands*

+ Lewees/dams

#  Mines/quarries

# Pipelinas*

# Potentially contaminated sites

# Railroads*

# Religious facilities

# Residences (especially large clusters of hormes)

# Scenic highways

# Schools

# Sensitive plant/animal species*

# State/regional/local parks and trails

« Wells

*Constraints with additional precautions and studies required.

om Bl connect@northlandreliabilityproj
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Right-of-way acquisition

B What is right-of-way? B What is an easement?
The term tight-of-way or ROW is typically a strip A document allowing Minnesota Power and
of land used for a specific purpose such as the Great River Energy the right to construct, operate
construction, operation and maintenance of a road or and maintain a transmission line and other associated
transmission line. Right-of-way is typically secured as infrastructure on your property.

an easement on a property.

Project representatives will hold individual meetings with affected landowners to discuss right-of-way needs.

: ; n An easement is presented to a
Landowners are contacted to begin ® : & : ;
e right-of-way acquisition process b d ifaqjg’?znpergsiﬁéger BEvsRR DL TR

We work closely with the landowner to H The utilities construct, operate and n
& resolve concerns and reach an agreement rnaintain the transmission line within the

An easement is recorded. right-of-way.

Frequently asked questions
@ Can this project share right-of-way in segment one with an existing line?
There rnay be opportunities to overlap right-of-way with an existing line. We estimate up to 30-40 fest of

right-of-way may be shared between the existing structure and the new structure depending on factors like
engineering, construction and topography.

Segment one PR Cverlapupto [
30 - 40 feet

X
o
o

23
© 9
In
LA
N D
o N
2 E
58
-

Approximate total ROW width: 250 — 300 feet

(front)
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@ How large of an easement do you need?
The typical right-of-way width will be at a minimum 150 feet for each transmission line (75 feet on each side of
a transmission ling). It is sometimes necessary to secure additional permanent right-of-way at angles or areas
where we use specialty structures. It could also be necessary to secure temporary areas next to the permanent
right-of-way for stringing and construction access.

& Does segment two require a wider ety e
easement?

At this time, we do not anticipate
requiring additional easement
width for the line replacement
aleng segment two (Benton

County Substation to Big Oaks ] 130170 feat high
Substation]. The replaced line is Segment two \/ \/ ......... Mew 346-kY

expected to be in the same ROW double-clreult

th ; l weathering steel
as the existng line. structurs installed on

existing centerling

£ How far will the transmission line
be from by homes and businesses?

To the extent practicable, the ST S0 teetiteh! g ;
project team will design the route PRI SR
to maxirmize separation from :::'fjﬂ::z”;: i
hotnes and businesses. Proximity rermoved

to homes and businesses is-one of

the routing criteria for Minnesota
Power and Great River Energy.
We do not anticipate having
structures within our 150 -foot-
wide right-of-way

B

@ How does an easement affect my property?
The easement restricts the placement of buildings and structures within the easement area for safety and
reliability and provides rights for access as well as clearing and removal of vegetation Ourproject team will
coordinate with landowners prior to construction. Additionally, easements stay with a property even if the
ownership of a property changes.

& What activities are allowed within the easement area?

In general, the land can continue to be used as before, provided that the use does not interfere with the
construction, operation and maintenance of the transmission line. Minnesata Power and Great River Energy
encourage landowners on the final approved route to discuss the activities they plan to conduct in the easement
area with a land agent

B Will eminent domain be used for this project?
Great River Energyand Minnesota Power intend to work with all landowners to reach voluntary agreements. In
the event those agreements cannot be reached, then eminent domain proceedings may be necessary. In those
instances, the Northland Reliability Project team encourages landowners to consult with their own counsel.
The Northland Reliability Project tearmn will continue to negotiate with landowners during an eminent domain
proceedings and will dismiss the proceedings If an easement agreement Is reached

E E Connect with us

Questions? We want to hear from you.

(Back)
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Cverview Handout (front)

Northland Reliability Project

- munnssotn power

Supporting a reliable, resilient and flexible energy grid

To maintain a continuous supply of safe and reliable electricity, Minnesota Power and Great River Energy are investing

in transmission infrastructure to enhance the stability of the regional electric system and support a reliable, resilient and
flexible electric grid as energy resources continue to evolve. The energy resources we use to serve our customers and
members are changing, and the regional power grid we use to deliver that energy needs to change, too.

Project needs

The Morthland Reliability Project will ensure the power grid in northern
and central Minnesota continues to operate safely and reliably as energy
resources in Minnesota and the regional power system continue to
evolve. This project is also part of a large "Long Range Transmission Plan™
portfolio approved by MISO, the region’s grid operator, to support grid
reliability across the Midwest region. As generation resources shift from
fossil fuels to more renewables, the Northland Reliability Project is one
part of the solution to.

Schedule

We'll undertake a robust stakeholder
process aswe prepare to apply for

a Certificate of Need and Route
Permit from the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission.

i = 2022
. :. . Previde si_.lppor!. tote - '"T'P'°"‘E abifjty to &— Project planning and initial
b energy grid as more 77752 - ‘withstand more stakeholdet am_;auemem
=5 _.:'“ “**  renewable energy is | ® frequent extreme %
L e brought ontine and coal - & -’ weather events
operations cease at 2023
existing power plants o‘ Roiiting, Bl
| engagemeant and
A~ Increase capacity to safely Meet future energy needs permitting
( | and reliably deliver more by enabling transfer of B
\ ' /' clean energy from where many types of power
2ud it's produced to where generation to many 2024 —-2026
ft's consumed by utility locations to meet the ©——— Permitting, engineering
customers and power long-term needs of our TR Sur\.eys"
coopetative members customers and members real estate and public
About engagernant
The project consists of two major segments and some additional
improvements: 2027 - 2030

Segment one: |nstall
approximately 120 miles of a new
dauble-circuit 345-kilovolt (kV)
transmiission line, generally
located near existing transmission
lina corridors

Segment two: Replace
approximately 20 miles of an
existing 230-kY transmission line
with a doubie-circuit $45-kV
transmission line fram the Benton
County Substation to the Big Caks
Substation (substation to be built
as part of a separate project)

January 2023

Additional project improvements:

— Expand the existing lron Range
Substation, located hear Grand
Rapids, and the Benton County
Substation, located near
St Cloud

— Install a new substation at
ar near the existing Riverton
Substation and reconfigure
existing transmission lines in the
Riverton area

— Rebuild approximately
20 miles of existing single-circuit
345-kY line from the Benton
County Substation to the Sherco
Substation in Sherburne County

00— construction

2030
O——— Anticipatad in-service

tThe scheduie (s subis:

Minnesota Power and Great River
Energy have a successful history of joint
development and ownership of projects

that support the reliability of our
electric grid to meet the needs of
our communities.
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Overview Handout (back)

Northland Reliability Project Rlms | a2n

Route corridor map Routing process

S During the routing process, our team
will identify route alternatives built

iron Range | on taking advantage of opportunities
LS . il 2= - while understanding constraints.
7] Substation We'll be relying on feedback from the

Grand Rap[d S‘ A public, local leaders, agencies and our
Leech { 7 own expertise to develop alternatives
Lake Y within the route corridor

£/ |

Riverton .
Substation //

Expand existing substation

Segment one

Install approximately 130 miles
afa new double-circuit
345-kV transmission line,
generally located near existing
transmission line corndors.

Segment two

Replace approximately 20 miles
of an existing 230-kV
transmission line to a double-
circuit 345-kV line from the
Benton County Substation

to the Big Oaks Substation
{substation to be built as part of
a separate project).

Fo—

~—_— TSN .
Braine rc/i, AR SN Mille Lacs
\ ([ 'S¢ Ntake

Install new substation

and recornfigure existing J§|
transmission lines ! ]

_ Benton
County

Substation : | B Rebuild approximately * Expand the existing Iron Range
- 20 miles of existing Substation, located near Grand

¢ Expand existing substation

Additional project
improvements:

Rapids, and the Benton County

St. Cloud . single-circuit 345-kV line Slbtaii h Wicatid Tiair
g ] 5t. Cloud
Sherco Substation i

= Btg Lake « Install a new substation

= . ) and reconfigure existing

Blg Oa.ks Connectinto transmission lines in the

- . Substation Big Caks Substation Riverton area

+ Rebuild approximately 20 miles
Legend of existing single-circuit 345-kV

line from the Benton County
Substation to the Sherco
W New substation ) Segmenttwo Substation in Sherburne County

A Expand existing substations 1 Segment cne

Connect with us
Questions? We want to hear from you,

{8} northlandreliabilityprojectcom  [B88) connect@northlandreliabilitypro) &, 218-864-6059
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Media Contact Card

L " [ ] = i [ ]

O O

|:|- o
Amy Rutledge Lori Melton
ALLETE | Minnesota Power ALLETE | Minnescta Power
2187237400 218.355.3155
arutledge@mnpower.com Imelton@mnpower.com
Lori Buffington Heather Reinhart
Great River Energy Great River Energy
763.486.9266 7634455722

lbuffington@grenergy.com hreinhart@grenergy.com
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Virtual Open House and Analytics

Northland Reliability Project
[Qlen | WEE_

Virtual open house

Thank you fer jeining Us online today. This project is part of a regional plan for eneray reliability.
Minnesota Power and Great River Energy are working tegether to build the Nortiand Rebisbility
Project.

The project includes new and replaced transmission lines, upgrades to existing substations and a
new substation When i service, the transimission grid will be more reliable, resilient and flexible to
suppart the delivery of cleaner energy to our customers and members

We need your input to help us identify a proposed route for this new line. O the following stides

you'll [earn more about the project. review rolite coridor maps, and provide input sbout roliting
opportunities and constraints.

Northland
Reliability
Project

Who we are

arear
Virtusl Open House . MW minnesota power ENERGY.
: Minnesota Power is a utility company that provides, affordabla, reliable Great River Energy s & electric power parative which
B8] #60ut e project anergy to 145,000 residential customers and business custormers in NE MN provides electricity to approximately 17 million people through its 27
. Two main project segments and 14 municipalities and some of the nation's largest industrial customers member-cwner cooperatives and customers. Through our member-cwners,
in Minnasota. we seive hircls of geographically and parts of Wisconsin,
B8] winy is the project needed?
. Dur routing process

. Input oppertunity:
opportunities and constraints

B input opportuniy: comment
map

B right-at-way

B Rigit-of-way needs: Segment
ons

. Right-of-way needs: Segment
wo

Translate This Site

Select Langusge v
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Northland

Reli_a bility About the project
Project

FER Ta mamtain a continuous supply of safe and reliable electricity, Minnesata

S e e Power and Great River Eriergy are investing in‘our transmission
infrastructure to enhance the stability of the regignal electric system and
support a reliable; resilient and flexible grid as energy resourcas continue to
evolve.

orear
IVER
sy,

Virtual Open House

Minnesota Power and Great River Energy plan to build an approximately
150-mile, deuble-circuit 345-Kilovolt (k¥) transmission line from northern Iron Range

B whowears -
bout the project }

Bl w0 miain project segments Minnesota near Grand Rapids to central Minnesota near Becker to support GRaND mapps . Substation
giid reliability in the Upper Midwest.

Bl why s the project needed?

. Our routing process MISO, the regional grid operater, approved this project as part of a partfolio 5
. of Lang Range Transmission Projects in July 2022. Learn moreat Riverton o
Input spportunity: . AUTRIN
e misoenergy.org Substation
BRAINERD
. Input opportunity: comment
ma
" Benton County
Bl Rignt-or-way Substation
ST cLoup
. Right-of-way needs: Segment BIG LAKE
one

Big Oaks

[ Right-of-way needs: Segmient Substation
two

Translate This

Select Language ~ Frankiin
Marshalivawn.
Morgan

Madeion

Click on imags ta enisrge

Northland
Reliability
Project

GREAT
v |WER

Click on imags to eniarge

Data source:
W

Virtual Open House

& eniarge

. Twwo iain project segmants We'll undertake a robust stakeholder process as we prepare to apply for a Certificate of Nesd and Route Parmit from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission

. Why i the project needed? Please note the schedule is subject to change.

B ©ur routing process

B it cpportunity:
opportunities and constraints. Routing. public engagement Construction

and permitting
. Input oppertunity: comment
map

B righe-of-way

B Rioit-of-way needs: Segment. | 22 ?
ene
0 .
[ Right-of-way needs; Segment
wo

Trenslate This S Project planning and initial Permiitting, engineering, Anticipated in-service
Select Langus stakeholderengagement environmental surveys; real
estate and public
engagement
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Northland
Reliability
Project

[Rlews

Virtual Open House

B who weare ‘

. About the project

0 main project s

Bl why s the project needed?
. Our routing process

. Input spportunity:
opportunities and constraints |

. Input opportunity: comment
map

B right-ot-wsy

. Right-of-way needs: Sagment
ene

[ Right-of-way needs: Segment
two

Translate Thi <

Select Language ~

Northland
Reliability
Project

Virtual Open House

B wrow

B ~bout the project ‘

. Two main project sagmants

Why
B 0ur routing process

. Input sppertunity:
opportunities and constraints ||

. Input oppertunity: comment
map
B righ-of-way

[l Right-of-way needs: Segment. |
ene

[ Right-of-way needs; Segment
wo

Translate This Site

Selact Lang

Two main project segments

The project consists of twe major segments and additional improvements
s shown in the route corridor map:

Segment one: New double circuit 345-kV line

Iron Ranga Substation w Riverton Substation to Benton County Substation

* Approximately 130 miles
* Oppertunities to route near existing transmission lines

* Connect into new Riverton Substation

Segment two: Replacement with a double-circuit 345-kV
line

Benton County Substation to Big Oaks Substation
* Approximately 20 miles
« Verifying existing right-of-way is suitable for a 345-kV line

= NOTE: The Big Oaks Substation is being built as part of a separate project

Additional project improvements

« Expand the existing lron Range and Benton County substations

* |nstall 3 new substation and reconfigure existing transmission lines in tha
Riverton area

* Rebuild approximately 20 mites of existing line from the Benton County
Substation to the Sherco Substation in Sherburne County

Why is the project needed?

Iron Range |
-1~ Substation

._,_,/—fﬁ T

McGregor

Rebuild approxim;
20 miles of existing
t 345-kV lin

The Northiand Reliability Project will support continuied reliable electric servica in northern and central Minnesota, as well 35 the greater Upper Midwest region. It

will:

Provide system support

Provide support to the
energy grid a5 more
renewable energy is brought
online and coal operations
cease at existing powet
plants.

Increase capacity

Safely and reliably deliver
more clean energy from
where it's produced to
where it's consumed by
utility customers and power
coopérative members.

Strengthen resiliency

Improve ability to withstand
mare frequent extreme
weather events.

Enhance flexibility

Meet future energy needs by
enabling transfer of many
types of power generation

from many locations to meet

long-term needs of our
customers and mémbers.
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Northland
Reliability
Project

IVER
sy,

1 ] 1]
-
Virtual Open House

B who weare

. About the project
. Tuso main project sagmants

Bl why s the project needed?

Our routing process

B tnput cpportunity:
opportunities and constraints.

. Input opportunity: comment
map

B right-ot-wsy

. Right-of-way needs: Segment
ene

[ Right-of-way needs: Segmient
two

Northland
Reliability
Project

cen | AER
[

e mesets pover

Virtual Open House

B whowe are

. About the project
. Two main project segments
Bl whyis the project needed?

Our routing process

. Input opportunity:
opportunities and constraints.

. Input opportunity: comment
map

B right-of-way

. Right-of-way needs: Segment
one

B3 Right-of-way needs: Segment
two

Translate This Site

Select Language v

Step 1: Define a study area

Cur team started by using data from publicly availzble data sources and federal, state and local agencies 1o define a study area, We considerad existing
utility eorridors, existing land Use, resource areas and other data to heip.identify opportunities to eventually identifya proposed route

~ IRON!RANGE =
SUBSTATION

ITASCA
COUNTY

£ASS GOUNTY

CROW WING
COUNTY

statutes and rules that guide the route selection process and help minimize
a project’s impact to human settlement and the environment. Input from
you, local leaders and agencies as well as our own expertise is critical as we
develop and finalize a route.

We're currently in the phase of our routing process where we've defined
the route corridor. Please note that at each point during this process, and
even after we submit our Certificate of Need and Route Permit to the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, there will be opportunities for public
engagement,

Routing phases

‘ Step 1: Define a study area

Stakeholder workshop stats

Fall 2022

6 in-person meetings

1 virtual meeting

90+ participants

Agencies and local leaders

Comments received by type

Certificate of
Need and
Route Permit to
Minnesota
Public Utilities:
Commission

Click on image to enlerge

@ Step 2: Define a route corridor - we are here

Our team used data collected from your local leaders and federal, state and local agencies and the categories of routing criteria—opportunities and
constraints—to define a route corridor. The route corridor is a narrowed area being considered for the power line. We developed the route corridor
based on where the new power line will need to connect into substations, input gathered during our fall 2022 stakeholder workshops and the
opportunity to route near existing utility corridors and land already being used for power lines. The route corridor is narrower than the original study
area, and wider than the 150-foot right of way that will be needed for the construction, operation and maintenance of the line

A map of the route corridor is shown later in this online meeting.

o Step 3: Define route alternatives

0 Step 4: Identify a proposed route
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Northland
Reliability
Project

G | AER

R | M poer
Virtual Open House

B whowe are

. About the project

. Two main project segments

[ Why is the project needed?

Our routing process

. Input opportunity:
opportunities and constraints.

. Input opportunity: comment
map

B right-of-way

. Right-of-way needs: Segment
one

. Right-of-way needs: Segment
two

Translate This Site

Select Language v

Northland
Reliability
Project

cen | AER
[

j———
Virtual Open House

B whowe are

. About the project

. Two main project segments

Bl whyis the project needed?

Our routing process

. Input opportunity:
opportunities and constraints.

. Input opportunity: comment
map

B right-of-way

. Right-of-way needs: Segment
one

B3 Right-of-way needs: Segment
two

Translate This Site

Select Language

Our routing process

Routing a transmission line is no small task. The state of Minnesota has
statutes and rules that guide the route selection process and help minimize
a project’s impact to human settlement and the environment. Input from
you, local leaders and agencies as well as our own expertise is critical as we

develop and finalize a route.

We're currently in the phase of our routing process where we've defined
the route corridor. Please note that at each point during this process, and
even after we submit our Certificate of Need and Route Permit to the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, there will be opportunities for public
engagement.

Routing phases

O Step 1: Define a study area

Define study
area

Click on image to enlarge

Submit
Certificate of
Need and
Route Permit to
Minnesota
Public Utilities:
Commission

‘ Step 2: Define a route corridor - we are here

. Step 3: Define route alternatives

We will evaluate public input from Step 2 and develop rouite alternatives. Join our mailing list to stay updated on project milestones.

O Step 4: Identify a proposed route

Our routing process

Routing a transmission line is no small task. The state of Minnesota has
statutes and rules that guide the route selection process and help minimize
a project’s impact to human settlement and the environment. Input from
you, local leaders and agencies as well as our own expertise is critical as we
develop and finalize a route.

We're currently in the phase of our routing process where we've defined
the route corridor. Please note that at each point during this process, and
even after we submit our Certificate of Need and Route Permit to the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, there will be opportunities for public
engagement

Routing phases

’ Step 1: Define a study area

Define study
area

Click on image to enlarge.

Submit
Certificate of
Need and
Route Permit to
Minnesota
Public Utilities
[T

@) Step 2: Define a route corridor - we are here

‘ Step 3: Define route alternatives

. Step 4: Identify a proposed route

We will develop a proposed route that we will use to submit a Certificate of Need and Route Permit with the Minnesota Public Utilities. Join our mai

list to stay updated on project milestones,
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Northland
Reliability
Project
Rl

Virtual Open House

1 ] 1]
-~

B About the project
B 7o main project segments
Bl Why is the project needed?

B our routing process

B tnput cpportunity: comment
map

B Right-of-way

B3 Rigit-of-way nasds; Segment
one

B Right-of-way nesds: Segment
two

Hr

el p

tion and

Translate This &

Select Language ~

Northland
Reliability
Project

Rl

Virtual Open House

1 ] 1]
—

. Two main project segments.
[ vy is the proiect nesded?
. Our routing process

. Input oppertunity:
opportunities and constraints

ut opportunity: comment
P

B right-of-way

[ Right-of-way needs: Segment
one

. Right-of-way needs: Segment
o

Bl Tyricat preconstruction and
construction activities
[__E SPETR

Translate This Site

Selact Langusge v

Input opportunity: opportunities and constraints

We neead your input to learn as much 3s we can about the project area to take advantage of opportunitias and have a better understanding of constraints. What
constraints are most importarit to'you? Completa the'survey to learn more about apportunities and constraints and provide your valuable input,

Input opportunity: comment map

Drop:a pin en the map balow to thare geographically spacific touting opportuNities 6r CONstraints in your commurity.

0|
Manhaltan Beach Emiy
0 ;
s Cross Lake
Pagutt Lakes
L]

Higswa o,

Lake Shore: ,,,,“m
RIVERTGN SUBSTATION
East Gul e [

s

Fort Ripley

LiieFat

avantrin

Eor, HERE, Gormin, SafeGrasn FAO METHNAGA, UGS, EPA iP5 | DR, M cRr (=01
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Noi:thl_and
Rell_a bility Right-of-way
Project

We'll nead additional right-of-way to install, operate and maintain this new transmission line and additional project improvements. We're proposing 130- to 170~

foot high single-pole structures with arms on both sides of each structire to.carry the lires. We anticipate having about five to six structures {6r each mile of our
lime, This typical design for the transmissien line influences eur right-of-way needs for the project

Virtual Open House

o s ey g o

L & What is right-of-way?

. Why is the project nesded?

A fight-of-way is a strip.of land used for a specific putpose such as the construction; operation and maintenance of a road or transmission line. Right-of -

. Qurrouting process wiay is typically secured as.an easement on a property. The landowner ratains ownarship of the land subject to the easemant

. nput spportunity:
opportunities and constraints

i 7
B nput opportunty: comment & What is an easement?
map

Right-of

& Our right-of-way acquisition process
. Right-af-way needs: Segment
one

[ Rigit-of-way needs: Segment
two

B Tvpicat preconstruction snd
construction activities

B Thank you

Translate This Site

Select Langus

No::thl_and
Rell_a bility Right-of-way
Project

1] ] We'll nead additional right-of-way to install, operate and - maintain this new transmission line:and additional project improvements. We're proposing 130~ to 170-
st e foot high single-pole structures with arms on both sides of each structure ta.carry the lires. We anticipate having about five to six structures {ar each mile of our

line. This typical design for the transmission line influences cur right-of-way needs for the project
Virtual Open House

o s prgm sy e

! & What is right-of-way?

. Why is the project nesdad?

B our rouing process & What is an easement?
nput opportunity:

opportunitiesand constraints A documant allewing Minnesata Power and Grear River Energy the right to construct, operate and maintain a transmission line and other assocdiated

infrastructure on your property.

[ tnput opportunity: comment
map

' Our right-of-way acquisition process

ht-of-way needs: Segment
e

B
on

[ Right-of-way needs: Segment
two

Typical preconstruction and
construction sctivities

B Thank you

Translate This

Selact Lang
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Northland
Reliability
Project

GREAT
Qe |w2E

Virtual Open House

e
. Why is the project nesded?
. OQur routing process

. Input opportunity:
opportunities and constraints

. Input sppertunity: comment
map

[ Right-of-way needs: Segment
two

B Tvpicat preconstruction snd
construction activities

B Thankyou

Translate This Site

Select Language ~

Northland
Reliability
Project

GREAT
[Rlivs | #ae

Virtual Open House

e s
. Why is the project nesdad?
. Qur routing process

. Input opportunity:
opportunities and constraints

[ input opportunity: comment
map

-of-way nesds: Segment

Typical preconstruction and
construction sctivities

B hank you

Translate This Site

Selact Language v

= Our right-of-way acquisition process

Project representatives will hold individual meetings with affected landowniers to discuss our fight-of-way nesds,

Landowners are
contacted to begin
right-of-way
acquisition
process.

An easement is
presented to a
landowner. An
ofter based on
fair market value
is presented.

We work closely
with the landowner
to resolve concerns
and reach an
agreement. An
easement is
recorded.

The utilities

construct,
operate and
maintain the
transmission line
within the
right-of-way.

Heyond the right-of-way needed for the transmission line, additional needs may include:

» Construction'staging areas
« Temporary access roads

* Substation expansions

Right-of-way needs: Segment one

Segment one consists of approximately 130 milés of naw double-ciréwit 345-kV transmission line from the Iran Range Substation near Grand Rapids to the
Benton County Substation near St. Cloud, The typical right-of-way needed for a new proposed transmission line is 150 feet. When a new line is located near

existing lines, there may be an opportunity to share up to 30, - 40 feet of right-of-way with existing transmission lines,

Proposed expansion [ vrr el
110 - 120 feet
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Northland

Right-of-way needs: Segment two

Reliability
Project

orear
RIVER
[t

Virtual Open House

e e s
. Why is the project nesded?
. Qur routing process

. Input opportunity:
opportunities and constraints

. Input oppertunity: comment
map

B right-of-way

. Right-of-way needs: Segment
one

way needs: Segment

B Tvpicat preconstruction snd
construction activities

B Thank you

Translate Thi

Select Language ~

&

Existing 230-kV -
wood H-frame
structure to be
removed

Northland
Reliability

Typical preconstruction and construction activities

Segment two consistsiof replacing approximately 20 miles of existing transmission line with a new double-circuit 345-kV transmission line from the Benton
Courty Substation near 5t. Cloud to the new Big Oaks Substation that will built as part of a separate project, The right-of-way for this line will remain 150 feet
but additional temporary right-of-way may be required for construction.

- New 345-kV
double-circuit
weathering steel
structure installed on
existing centerline

Project

m L
RIVER
tset

Virtual Open House

L s include

- R
. Why is the project nesdad?
. Qur routing process

. Input opportunity:
opportunities and constraints

[ tnput opportunity: comment
Micar Initial surveying, right-of-way clearing and

B right-of-way access routes

. Right-of-way needs: Segment
one

[ Right-of-way needs: Segment
two

Assemble and set structures

Typical preconstruction survey types include:
» Field survays
* Wildlife surveys

+ Archaeological surveys

Structure staking, surveying and soils
investigations as needed

installation

1} We currently anticipate construction baginning in 2027, Prior ta construction, we'll provide updates on schadule and what you can expact. The typical activities

Foundation installation [Foundation type
may vary depending on structure)

Clean-up and restoration
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Northland
Reliability Thank you
Project

mmﬂ | I'T1 ] Thank you for your interest in the Northland Reliability Project. There are many ways ta stay connected and share your input.
RNEY | ™ s

Do you know someone who might be interested in learning about this project? Pass along the link to our self-guided virtuat open house.

Virtual Open House

B e e ey

Why is the project nesded? | & E * N
- @ 2

. Qur reuting pracess M AN

Bl tnputopportunty: Submit a comment Request a meeting Join the mailing list Comment on the map
opportunities and constraints

. Input oppertunity: comment
map

B right-of-way

. Right-of-way needs: Segment
one

[ Rigit-of-way needs: Segment
two

B Typicat preconstruction snd
construction activities

Translate This Site

Select Language

Statistics
There was a total of 171 views and 122 total users that visited the virtual open house. Figures 1 and 2
depict the engagement of the virtual open house.

Figure1: How people got to the website: Figure 2: Users during the open house period

Session by acquisition type Total users

.'2_5

20

15
10

« Direct = Organic social = Organic search
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Comments Analysis
Number of comments received

Channel Number of Comments

Project hotline 2
Project email 1
Online comment map 2

Online comment form 13
Mailed comment form 1
Online constraints and opportunities form 11
In-person comment form 4
Information packet comment form 2
GIS station and tabletop map comments at 315

the public open houses

Number of comments by category

Comment Category Open Web, Hotline & Email with Location
Houses
Aesthetics 1 4 5
Agriculture 30 1 31
Business 9 9
Civil 1 1
Communication 28 6 34
Construction 3 3
Cultural 5 5
Easement 5 1 6
Engineering 2 2
Environmental 30 3 33
Health and Safety 3 2 5
Land Use 15 15
Managed/Fee Lands 1 1
Mining 11 11
Out Buildings 24 24
Planned Development 1 1 2
Property Values 1 2 3
Recreation 24 1 25
Residence 26 1 27
Routing 20 7 27
Topography 9 9
Transportation 6 1 7
Utilities 10 10
Veg Management 3 3
Water Resources 17 17
Phase 1 Total 285 30 315
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Engagement Phase 2: Preliminary Route
Stakeholder Letter and Mailing Affidavit

Stakeholder Email
Postcard and Mailing Affidavit
Press Release
Stakeholder Reminder email
Subscriber Reminder Email
Social Media Campaigns and Analytics
Newspaper Advertisements and Affidavits
Open House Banners
Open House Boards
Fact Sheets
Comment Form
Overview Handout
Information Packet
Virtual Open House and Analytics

Comments Analysis
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A,pnd § 2003

Stakeholder Letter and Mailing Affidavit

MNarth

land Hali

Rle | #20 _

1bility Project

RE: You're Evdted to attend out second phase of Northland Refiability Profect public open bouses

Att [irert Mame Herel

Minnesata Pewer and Gréat River Ervtergyy irwite ol bo attéend our secand phase of upcoming Narthlomt
Refiability Prajict public opsn houses. We wanbed to Afonm ol in advance of potifying voor communities
and constituents dbout the s spen hooses to provide you an opoortimity b be prepared if yoo aie
martacted with questions. Postoord nistdications to residents and busimesses weithin tleeprsliminary rowts
area shauld begin arvivieg the week of Apidl 17, 2023,

Routing procesy

Based on inpot gathéred during the first phase of public apen horses, coordination with Tribes and agencies
ahd fesdewiny techinical deta ant reguirements, Minneidts Power and Greet Biver Lhergy narravwed the
raute corridar ta idantify a preliminany route. A second phise of coen ooses will halp us identiby =
propased roube that will b= ircluded in a Cartificate of Hesd and Route Permit appdiciatian which will be filed
with the Minnesota Public Uities Commission in ate summes 2023, The encloss] map shows our
preliminary toute. Detailed mops will be avidilabls on the webats stirting Moy 4

Engagement opportunitiss

Thet table belaw sts owr ppen house locations, times. and dates We will rot have o fosmal pressntation bk
mebe ad enclursgs atfendees to come te 5n apen hade anytims during listed time. Cach open hoose will
pravids the came mformation incloding project displays and detailed mops to resiew zod callect input

[ Egang Tawn Hall
| 35402 Sparg Roasd
| Hill City, MK 55748

!'i"aEHEEEL}};'n
| 240 Curtis Aue

l ironkoi, l-H'IE-EJ!I-EE-

| Duygett Broak Tawn Hall
- | 14074 County Rasd 2

; !ralnent. il BE4E

L AP

_______

A
| Piess Ballroom
i 133 Pdtain 55 5.
| Fierz, MK 55362

| Bauk Rapids Couernment Center

l 250 Summit Sve. K.
' qu.l't Rapide, MM BE3TH

l Pabrar Tawnship Hall
: 4180 105 Ave
| Clear Loke, MM 55315
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Northland Ralinbility Project
[Sles | 428

IF o oo ol eonsttdents cannit attend a public apen kbuss, we e addibion s Bngagement
appaebuniteEs
= Explofe auf virtiol, sell-guided opei hause thik will be svailabie (rom May 1 - 12, L ]
nortidamd s ligh ity project com;

= Heguest o maildd pacret by emailing or lesdmga messoge om oo botlies,
= Srhedule & meeting with the project team by embiling s or lesadng & message.on owe Hotline.

Project overview

Tiv muaintain a continuows supply of sade and rediabis slectriciy, Minnesats Power and GEreat River Enecgy
ars myesting in ol transeissian infrastrecture bo enhanes the seshiliey of the regioml edectric system and
support a rediabkds, resilient, and fekible prd as EMprgy fesaurees antinue o eyalye, Minne sty Power and
Great Kiver Enspgy pian to build-an approsimately 430 mibe, dovble-cireuit 385-mloyalt (V) tmnsmésaon
Fine fram porthern Minnesats pear Grand Fapids vo central Minnesata negr Becker to support grid refizhiliey
in the tpger Midwast

Tha project cludes ted sepments: _
= Sepment o [shewn in omnge | invodees installing 4 pproximistety 130 mikes of o new dodble-cirole
45-ky I!rar'l.m'u'-::ftm ine, prenerally locabed near sasting trardmission e oorpdors :
= Supment bwd (shonkm (i green | Insolaes ceplocmy bt et ing T ramissicn finex:

o Meplacedin appraximefely 20T Z30-EY ing with tea 3058 dreuits from Benten Codnty
Subistatan to & new substabitn ramed Big Daks in Sherburne County along ekisting:
trapsmission corridars on doedble droun 34506 structunss. The Big Oake Substation will e
huallt as part af a separate project

g Replacsan appraximstehy 20-mike 385-kW line from the Benton County Substation ko the
andisting 3hencn Subetation in Sherburie County slony existing tranamission corridor wsing
douhle-circui 395-kW structures

Thea Marthland Raliabllity Prajpect will increase tha reliabiliny of odr grd, snhance g resiliency -H-Hnr!l,g
éntreme Westher svents, snd make i mare lexible so amy type of power genaration fram more locations

it e connected to meet the long-term enenty needsof gor costomers and members.

Contact With us at 318-864-6059 or connectiFnacthlnnde=linkl i et poem We'll repend 'I|'|I|I.|'!ill"t'|lu"l.'l
buisiriese days. For-mors |mbormastiom, yisit our website st 0o s pd refabiitg prolsct com.We look foraand
b connecting wikin pou.

Gincenely,
Jorw 16t %c bhor
Him Azkinson Dar Lesher
Enwiranmental and Feal Estate han ager hilauaeer. Transmsan Permitting and Land Rughts
Minnasabn Power - lareak River Erengy
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AFFIDAVIT QF MAILING

NORTHLAND RELIABILITY PROJECT

PROJECT TEAM RE: Phase 2 public engagement
opportunities stakeholder notification
letter and enclosed map

Ryan Johnson, Innavative Office Services’ print partner, The MPX Group, being first
duly sworn, disposes and says: “T am 2 United States Citizen, over 21 vears of age,
employed by Innovative Office Scrvices” print partner, The MPX Group and provide
printing services for the Northland Reliability Project. This affidavit is for a stakechalder
notification letier and enclosed map for the phase 2 public engagement opportunities on
the Northland Reliability Project. ‘The mailing list was developed by HDR based on
rescarch of federal, state and local agencies, Tribes and iribal organizations and local
community leaders with interest in the Preliminary Roule,

/Ryan Johnson, thnovefive Office Services’
print partner, The MPX Group

Subscribed and sworn before me
this 7 day of April, 2023

(’,/C/,) D/ /‘;:V/ /

[En G F“?’;QW 1. Notary@Public

HOTARY PURLIG- MINNESCTA
B iy Commission Explies Jan, 31, 2026 §

33

e e eariow %
&3
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Stakeholder Email (April 17, 2023)

View this email in your browser

Northland Reliability Project

GREAT
ENERGY.

- I minnesota power

Greetings,

Minnesota Power and Great River Energy invite you fo attend our second
phase of Northland Reliability Project public open houses. Our team recently
mailed you the attached letter inviting you to upcoming open houses held May
2 - 4, 2023. Because many are working remotely, we're sending you this email
to verify you receive this notice. We also wanted to inform you prior to notifying
your communities and constituents about these open houses in case you are
contacted with questions. Postcard notifications to residents and businesses
within the route corridor should begin arriving later this week.

Routing process

Based on input gathered during the first phase of public open houses,
coordination with Tribes and agencies and reviewing technical data and
requirements, Minnesota Power and Great River Energy narrowed the route
corridor to identify a preliminary route. A final route has not been determined
and the second round of open houses will help us identify a proposed route
that will be included in a Certificate of Need and Route Permit application
which will be filed with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission in late
summer 2023. Detailed maps will be available on the website starting May 1.
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Engagement opportunities

The table below lists our open house locations, times, and dates. We will not
have a formal presentation but instead encourage attendees to come to an
open house anytime during a listed time. Each open house will provide the
same information including project displays and detailed maps to review and
collect input.

DATE LOCATION
Ti ; Spang Town Hall
uMe:ﬁazy 10 a.m. — Noon 354072 Spang Road
Hill City, MN. 55748
Tuesday, Taconite Cantean
Ma zy 4—6pm. @ 240 Curtis Ave.
y Irontor, M 56455
W ; Daggett Brook Town Hall
e:llr'laes;i o 10a.m. - Noon 14074 County Road 2
Y Brainerd, MN 55401
Wednesday Pierz Ballroom
May3 4-6pm. ¥ 153 Main 5t 5.
Fierz, MM 56364
Thursday, Sauk Raplds Government Center
Ma«! 4 10 a.m. — Noon FESummit Ave N
Seul Rapids. MN 56379
Thursday, Palmer Township Hall
May 4 4-6p.m. S180 105th Ave.
Clear Lake, MM 55319

If you or your constituents
cannot attend a public open
house, we have additional
engagement opportunities:

« Explore our virtual, self-guided
open house that will be available
from May 1 - 12, 2023, at
northlandreliabilityproject.com.

Request a mailed packet by
emailing us or leaving a message
on our hotline with your mailing
address.

Schedule a meeting with the
project team by emailing us or
leaving a message on our hotline.
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Project overview

To maintain a continuous supply of safe and reliable electricity, Minnesota
Power and Great River Energy are investing in our transmission infrastructure
to enhance the stability of the regional electric system and support a reliable,
resilient, and flexible grid as energy resources continue to evolve. Minnesota
Power and Great River Energy plan to build an approximately 180-mile,
double-circuit 345-kilovolt (KV) transmission line from northern Minnesota near
Grand Rapids to central Minnesota near Becker to support grid reliability in the
Upper Midwest.

The Northland Reliability Project will increase the reliability of our grid,
enhance its resiliency during extreme weather events, and make it more
flexible so any type of power generation from more locations can be connected
to meet the long-term energy needs of our customers and members.

Contact us by leaving a message on our project hotline at 218-864-6059 and
or email us at connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com. We'll respond
within two business days. For more information, visit our website at
northlandreliabilityproject.com. \We look forward to connecting with you.

Sincerely,
A /
Jim Atkinson Dan Lesher
Environmental and Real Estate Manager, Transmission Permitting
Manager and Land Rights
Minnesota Power Great River Energy
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Stakeholder Reminder Email (April 25, 2023)

View this email in your browser

Northland Reliability Project
Qe | mmm

R T p——

Minnesota Power and Great River Energy invite
you to attend our second phase of Northland
Reliability Project public open houses May 2 - 4.

DATE ‘ TIME ‘ LOCATION
Spang Toawn Hall
Tﬁsu;ﬂ 10a.m, - Noon @ 15402 Spang Hood
ay Hill City, MN 55748
- ; l@ Taconite Canteen

4-~6 pm &0 Tuntip Ave
“'.’f 2 rorlon; M 56455

Daggett Brook Town Hall
we;:-iﬁ:aYI 10am. - Noon @ 14074 County Road &

Brainérd. MN 55401

Wednesiay, @ Plerz Ballroom
4—-Gpm 135 Main 515
"w 3 Pierz "1"."1 L6364
Thursd iy, i < @ Sauk Rapids Government Conter

"w_‘ 250 Siirmrmil Ave. N

Sauk Raplds. MN 56379

Palmer Township Hall
4180 1051h Adie
Clear Lses, MK 55115

Thursday,

May 4 4-6pm

Engagement opportunities

The table above lists our open house locations, times, and dates. We will not
have a formal presentafion but instead encourage atiendees to come 1o an
open house anytime during a listed time. Each epen house will provide the
same information including project displays-and detailed maps to review and
coliect input.
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If you or your constituents cannot attend a public open house, we have
additional engagement opportunities:

« Explore our virtual, self-guided open house that will be available from
MMay 1-12, 2023, at northlandreliabilityproject.com.

» Request a mailed packet by emailing_us or leaving a message on our
hotline with your mailing address.

« Schedule a meeting with the project team by emailing us or leaving a
message on our hotling.

Routing process

Based on input gathered during the first phase of public open houses,
coordination with Tribes and agencies and reviewing technical data and
requirements, Minnesota Power and Great River Energy namowed the route
comidor to identify a preliminary route. A final route has not been determined
and the second round of open houses will help us identify a proposed route
that will be included in a Cerificate of Need and Route Permit application
which will be filed with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission in late
summer 2023. Detailed maps will be available on the website by May 1.

Project overview

To maintain a continuous supply of safe and reliable electricity, Minnesota
Power and Great River Energy are investing in our transmission infrastructure
to enhance the stability of the regional electric system and support a reliable,
resilient, and flexible grid as energy resources continue to evolve. Minnesota
FPower and Great River Energy plan to build an approximately 180-mile,
double-circuit 345-kilovolt (kKV) transmission line from northern Minnesota near
Grand Rapids to central Minnesota near Becker to support grid reliability in the
Upper Midwest.
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The Nerihland Reliability Project will increase the reliability of our grid, enhance
its resiliency during extreme weather evenis, and make it more flexible so any
type of power generation from more locations can be connecied to meet the
long-term energy needs of our customers-and members.

Contact us by leaving a message on our project hotling at 218-864-6059 and
or emall us at connect@northiandreliability project.com. We'll respond within
two business days. For mare inferrnah‘an', visit our website at
nonhlandreliabilityproject.com. \We look forward to connecting with you.

Sincerely,
-
g,m./_@’ﬂéw :/th Ll
Jim Atkinson Dan Lesher
iManager. Environmental and Real hManager, Transmission Permitting
Esiate and Land Rights
Minnesota Power Great River Energy

Cooynght (C) 2023-Al righlsressnred

Want to-change how you receive these emails?

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe

Appendix N
Page 105 of 176

Docket No. E015,ET2/CN-22-416
Docket No. E015,ET2/TL-22-415



Subscriber Email (April 21, 2023)

Northland Reliability Project

GREAT
fvee | WEN

Minnesota Power and Great River Energy invite
you to attend our second phase of Northland
Reliability Project public open houses May 2 - 4.

DATE ‘ TIME | LOCATION

Spang Tawn Hall
Tl.;:.mir 10am, - Noon @ FE402 Spany Rosd
ay Hill City, MN 55748

= . Taconite Cantean
L::ﬁ?' 4—6pm @ 240 Curtte Ave

rordon. MN 56455

Wedne ] . Dagguett Brook Town Hail
"';:gw 10'am. = Nogn @ 14RTE Courty Rogd 2
Brairerd MK 56401

Plerz Ballroom
We:m;fa?- 4—6pm @ 135 Main 555
Yy Piars, MM ST6E
Sauk Rapids Governmont Center
Tthl;d:y 10 a:m. — Moan @ 250 '.~:|:ﬂT|" Ay B
Sauk Rapids MM SE379
Thursday, @ Palmer Township Hall

Ma 4-6pm 4180 105t dve
4 Clear Labie, MW 551149

We will not have a formal presentation but instead encourage attendees to
come to an open house anytime during a listed time: Each open house will
provide the same information including project displays and detailed maps to
review and collect input:

If you cannot attend a public open house, we have additional
engagement opportunities:

« Explore our virtual, seli-guided open house that will be avaiiable from
May 1 - 12, 2023, at northlandreliabilityproject. com

» Requesta mailed packet by emailing us or leaving.a message on our
hotline with your mailing address.

« Schedule a meeting with the project ieam by emailing us'or leaving a
message on our hotline.
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Project overview

To maintain a continuous supply of safe and reliable electricity, Minnesota
Fower and Great River Energy are investing in our transmission infrastructure
to enhance the stability of the regional electric system and support a reliable,
resilient, and flexible grid as energy resources continue to evolve. Minnesota
Fower and Great River Energy plan to build an approximately 180-mile,
double-circuit 343-kilovolt (KV) transmission line from northern Minnesota near
Grand Rapids to central Minnesota near Becker to support grid reliability in the
Upper Midwest.

The Northland Reliability Project will increase the reliability of our grid, enhance
its resiliency during extreme weather events, and make it more flexible so any
type of power generation from more locations can be connected to meet the
long-term energy needs of our customers and members.

Contact us by leaving a message on our project hotline at 218-864-6059 and
or email us at connecti@northlandreliability project.com. We'll respond within
two business days. For more infermation, visit our website at
northlandreliabilityproject.com. We look forward to connecting with you.

Sincerely,
"
~ Sl :/2 L bd
Jim Atkinson Dan Lesher
Manager__ Envircnmental and Real MEI'IEIQEF_. Transmission PEFI‘ﬂiHiI‘Ig
Estate and Land Rights
Minnesota Power Great River Energy

Capyright (T) 2023. Al rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe
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Subscriber Reminder Email (April 16, 2023)

View this email in your browser

Northland Reliability Project

GREAT
svex (WEN

Minnesota Power and Great River Energy invite
you to attend our second phase of Northland
Reliability Project public open houses May 2 - 4.

DATE ‘ TIME ‘ LOCATION
Spang Town Hall
Tmy' 10 a.m. - Noon @ FHAD2 Lpang Rosd
¥ Hil Ciry, MN 55748
Teconite Cantean
T::“d*;ﬂ- 4-6pm @ 280 Ciirits Ave
ay renfon, MM 455
Daggett Brook Town Hall
wear:s:a?' 10 am. = Noon 14074 County Road 2
Sralrdd M SE401
Plerz Ballroom
We:r:esgay. 4-6p.m 152 Malr 515
y Piarz, MM SEIGA
Sauk Raphds Government Conter
-n'II}FSd:],I'. 10a.m. - Noon @ J50 Surmmin fope. B
May Sak Rapids MM 56379
(a) Palmer Township Hail
Tm‘d:?- 4-6pm. 4130 205t Ave
y Claar Like MN 55319

We will not have a formal presentation but instead encourage attendees to
come to an open house anyiime during a listed time. Each open house will
provide the same information including project displays and detailled maps to
review and cellect input.
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If you cannot attend a public open house, we have additional
engagement opportunities:

« Explore our virtual, self-guided open house that will be available from
May 1-12, 2023, at northlandreliabilityproject.com.

« Request a mailed packet by emailing_us or leaving a message on our
hotline with your mailing address.

+ Schedule a meeting with the project team by emailing_us or leaving a

message on our hotling.

Project overview

To maintain a continuous supply of safe and reliable electricity, Minnesota
Power and Great River Energy are investing in our transmission infrastructure
to enhance the stability of the regional electric system and support a reliable,
resilient, and flexible grid as energy resources continue to evolve. Minnesota
Power and Great River Energy plan to build an approximately 180-mile,
double-circuit 345-kilovolt (kKV) transmission line from northern Minnesota near
Grand Rapids to central Minnesota near Becker to support grid reliability in the
Upper Midwest.

The Northland Reliability Project will increase the reliability of our grid, enhance
itz resiliency during extreme weather events, and make it more flexible so any
type of power generation from more locations can be connected to meet the
long-term energy needs of our customers and members.

Contact us by leaving a message on our project hotline at 218-864-6059 and
or email us at connect@northlandreliabilityproject. com. We'll respond within
two business days. For more information, visit our website at
northlandreliabilityproject.com. We look forward to connecting with you.
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Sincerely,

f i

Jim Atkinson

Manager, Environmental and Real
Estate
Minnesota Power

Lhih ek

Dan Lesher

Manager. Transmission Permitting
and Land Rights
Great River Energy

Copyright (C) 2023 Al rights resenved.

Wanl o change how you receive these emails?

¥ou can update your preferences or unsubscribe
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Postcard and Mailing Affidavit

IMPORTANT Revabiny
TRANSMISSION  [Raucal
LINE PROJECT '

INFORMATION

12300 Elm Creel Blvd N
Maple Grove, MN 55369

l :
We want to
hear from youl

Northland Supporting a reliable, resilient
: T and flexible ener rid
Reliability 9y's
Minnesota Power and Great River Energy are investing In the
transmission system to enhance the stability of the regional
GREAT '.. electric grid as ei;)en;y resources continue to ev?lve. This project
RivER o A— Is part of a large "Long Range Transmission Plan” portfolio
approved by MISO, the region’s grid operator. to support grict

Proj ect To maintain a continuous supply of safe and reliable electricity,
electric system and support a reliable. resilient and flexible
reliability across the Midwest.

Minnesota Power and Great River Energy plan te Build an approximately
180-mile, double-circuit 345-kilovolt transmission line from northern
Minnesota near Grand Rapids to central Minnesota near Becker to support
grid refiability in the Upper Midwest

Project need

Anticipated Aselectric generation resources shift from fossil fuels to more renewables, the Northiand Reliability
schedule* Project is one part of the solution to:
2022
— Project planning and
Initial stakeholder Join us during a second phase -
engagement of open houses or participate in
virtual engagement opportunities
2023 — we are here! to provide your feedback. Maintain reliability Create resiliency
s Routing, public Provide system support as energy Enhance system resiliency during extreme
engagement and resources continue to evolve weather evants
ermittin
By We want to hear from you.
Connect with us
2024 - 2026
0 Parmitting, enclngering, connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com .
environmental surveys, — N —
real estate and public & 218-864-6059
engagement y o
bl &8 northlandreliabilityproject.com Enable clean energy Provide flexibility
2027 - 2030 Increase capacity to safely and reliably Plan proactively to meet changing

©—— Construction

2030
O—— Anticipated In-service

*The schedule is subject to change.

deliver clean energy from where it's
produced to where |t's neaded by our
customers and membears

customers and members’ power needs
due to decarbonization and electrification
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Routing process

Join us at an open house @D "
L)Y Weneed your input

DATE TIME ‘ LOCATION Y |
Tuesday, Spang Town Hall Visit our interactive comment map at
May 2 10 a.m. — Noon 35402 Spang Road and Route Permit applicati northland rellablityproject.com or participate in one
Hill City, MN 55748 th the Minn Public Ut of our engagement opportunities to provide your input.
Tuesday, 46 Taconite Canteen
El 240 Cundgbved Study areamal Preliminary route maj
May 2 ironton, MN 56455 L " - A lronRange
: ul n s . 1
Fall 2023 L Gend Raprstf—s Spring 2023 Grand Rapids Substation
Loac
Wednesday, Daggett Brook Town Hall T y Lasch P
May 3 Y. 10 a.m. - Noon @ 14074 County Road 2 Lake f @
Brainerd, MN 56401 / ’ f
e B / g Hill City ¢
Pierz Ballroom Riverton . i
Wear;esgay. 4-6pm. 133 Main St. 5. Substation MeSregor s "
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employed by Innovative Office Services

printing
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Press Release

For Release: Aprl 20, 2023
' . . Cornfact: Amy Rufledge

Bl ninnesota power Directar, Corporate Communications
GREAT Minnesota Power/ALLETE
AN ALLETE COMPANY RIVER 218-348-2961
EMERGY. anufiedge@mnpower com

Caonfact: Lori Buffington
Leader, Commumications
Great River Energy
T63-456-9266
Ibuffington@grenengy.com

Far Immediate Release

Morthland Reliability Project open houses continue

April 20, 2023 — Minnesota Power and Great River Energy invite the public to attend a second phasze of
open houses for their Morthland Reliability Project where they can ask questions and provide input on
the transmisszion line's preliminary route.

Minnesota Power, a utility division of ALLETE Inc. {NYSE: ALE), and Great River Energy plan to build an
approximately 180-mile, double-circuit 345-kV transmission line from northern Minneszcta to central
Minnesota near Becker that will support grid reliability in the Upper Midwest.

Based on input gathered during the first phase of public open houses in January and February,
coordination with tribes and agencies, and reviewing technical data and reguirements, Minnesota
Power and Great River Energy narrowed the route corridor to identify a preliminary route. A final
route has not been determined and the second phase of open houses will help identify the proposed
route to be submitted to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (MPUC).

Dates, times, and locations of the open houses are provided in the table below. There will not be a
formal presentation but project representatives will be on hand to answer questions and attendees
are welcome to come and go as their schedules allow. Project displays and detailed maps will be
available at each open house.

Date Time Location

Tuesday, May 2 10 a.m. — noon Spang Town Hall
35402 Spang Road
Hill City, MM 55748

Tuesday, May 2 4—6p.m. Taconite Canteen

240 Curtis Ave.

Ironton, MN 56455
Wednesday, May 3 10 a.m. — noon Daggett Brook Town Hall
14074 County Road 2
Brainerd, MN 56401
Wednesday, May 3 4 -6 p.m. Pierz Ballroom

133 Main 5t. 5.

Pierz, MN 56364
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Thursday, May 4 10 a.m. — noan Sauk Rapids Government Center
250 Summit Ave. N.
Sauk Rapids, MM 56379

Thursday, May 4 4—6p.m. Palmer Township Hall
4180 105" Ave.
Clear Lake, MN 55319

For people unable to attend an in-person open house, a virtual, self-guided open house will be available
from May 1-12, 2023, at northlandreliabilityproject.com. Individuals can also request a mailed
informational packet by emailing connecti@northlandreliabilityproject.com or leaving @ message on the
project hotline at (218) 864-6059.

The Morthland Reliability transmission line will run from Minnesota Power’s Iron Range Substation in ltasca
County to Great River Energy’s Benton County Substation in Benton County, and then replace two existing
Great River Energy transmission lines—ane line will connect from the Benton County Substation to a new
substation named Big Oaks Substation in Sherburne County and the second will connect to the Sherco
Substation. The Big Oaks Substation will be built as part of a separate project.

Minnesota Power and Great River Energy intend to seek a Certificate of Need and Route Permit from the
MPUC in late summer 2023. The MPUC will determine need and the final route and separately review
cost recovery of the project for Minnesota Power’s portion of the project. Subject to regulatory
approvals, the transmission line is estimated to be in service by 2030.

This joint project is ane of a portfolic of transmission projects approved July 25, 2022, by the region’s
grid operator, MISQO, as part of the first phase of its Long Range Transmission Plan. In total, MISO
approved 18 projects across its Midwest sub region, with six, including the Minnesota Power/Great
River Energy project, in the Upper Midwest.

The Northland Reliahility Project will increase the reliability of the grid, enhance its resiliency during
extreme weather events, and make it more flexible so any type of power generation from more locations
can be connected to meet the long-term energy needs of Minnesota Power customers and Great River
Energy members. For more information and maps of the route corridor and preliminary route, visit
northlandreliablityproject.com.

Great River Energy, Maple Grove, Minnesota, is a not-for-profit wholesale electric power cooperative which provides electricity
to approximately 1.7 million people through its 27 member-owner cooperatives and customers. Through s member-owners,
Great River Energy serves two-thirds of Minnesota geographically and parts of Wisconsin, Learn more at grestriverensrgy.com.

Minnesota Power provides electric service within a 26,000-square-mile area in northeastern Minnesota, supporting comfort,
security, and quality of life for 150,000 customers, 14 municipalities and some of the largest industrial customers in the United
States. More information can be found at www.mnpower.com. ALE-CORP

The statements contained in this release and statements that ALLETE may make orzlly in connection with this release that are
not historical facts, are forward-looking statements. Actual results may differ materially from those projected in the forward-
looking statements. These forward-locking statements involve risks and uncertainties, and investors are directed to the rizks
discuszed in documents filed by ALLETE with the Securities and Exchange Commission.
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Social Media Campaigns and Analytics

Campaign 1 Campaign 2

Northland
Reliability
Project

= | NER :fﬁ'.'i.'ﬂf{:
Kl | R Project
Gl age

Join us at an in-person Explore our virtual
open house open house

Twitter, Instagram &  Total impressions Total reach Total engagement
Facebook (Clicks, likes, etc.)
Campaign 1: Open 47,171 14,106 202

house targeted posts

Campaign 2: Virtual 7,954 13,457 250

open house
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Newspaper Advertisements

Patriot MN Sherburne April 15, 22 16,380
Sauk Rapids Herald Benton April 15, 22 5,306
Morrison County Record Morrison April 16, 23 20,210
Grand Rapids Herald Itasca April 18, 25 7,786
Voyageur Press McGregor Aitkin April 18, 25 1,011
Benton County News Benton April 18, 25 1,342
Aitkin Independent Age Aitkin April 19, 26 4,948
Mille Lacs Messenger Morrison April 19, 26 4,646
Brainerd Dispatch Crow Wing April 19, 26 13,578
Crosby-Ilronton Courier Crow Wing April 19, 26 3,728
Scenic Range News Bovey Itasca April 20, 27 1,709
Mille Lacs Union Times Morrison April 20, 27 1,700
NewsHopper Crow Wing April 21, 28 20,000
TOTAL 102,344

Aitkin Independent Age

GREAT e GrandRapie T, IronRange
Northland Reliability Project mm ' -.__!“ ) :’:::l:-nnary ) f},_. Substation
Hill City g ,J m w,
.-'/r
Join us during our second phase ] f -
&
of open houses - / g
Learn:about how Minnesota Power and Great:River Energy '| J :'”W
are Investing in a 180-mile transmission line from northern Riearton | Lot '
Minnesota to central Minnesota to support grid reliability Uoestalion E igan [
and resilience in the Upper Midwest. —— & J
4 L [T
# Spang Town Hall | : [\
10 a.m. - Noon 35402 Spang Road e | ' o
Hill City, MN 55748 ) I | 5 -
. Py substations
See the full list of open houses on our website or call our project & W New substation
hatline for more Information, \ | B Segment one
u B Segment two

[EI*M[E] Can't be there in person?
Explore the virtual, self-guided open house on our
£ website to learn more and provide feedback, Avallable
E %1 from May 1-12.

B northlandreliabliityproject.com B 218-864-6059
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Benton County News

GREAT Preliminary route [
Northland Reliability Project mgm Lyl reminany rotte pu

-m;-u

Substatian
; .
% @
Join us during our second phase . ™
of open houses &
Learn about how Minnesota Power and Great River Energy : \ i
are investing in a 180-mile transmission line from northern \ e
Minnesota to central Minnesota to support grid reliability | J MiGregor
ng||je i ar Midwes Riverton oty
and resilience in the Upper Midwest __“""/."ﬁmm [
) # Sauk Rapids ) )
May 4, ' Government Center | (1 s
= 1 ! e
2y || “Oamms=hisen 250 Summit Ave. N.  { e 2
Sauk Rapids, MM 56379 \ o | T
~, = | &  Expand exlsting
biasl substations

See the full list of open houses on our website or call our |

profect hotline for mere information. e

I @ I Segment one
\ ) = ' BN segment two

[w]*#4[m] Can'tbe there in person?
Explore the virtual, self-guided open house
2 onour website to learn more-and provide
E %1 feedback. Available from May 1-12,
) northlandreliabilityproject.com [ 218-864-6059
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Brainerd Dispatch

Northland
Reliability
Project

GREAT
RIVER
INIROY.

Join us during our
second phase of
open houses

o et g

Learn about how Minnesota Power

and Great River Energy are investing
in a 180-mile transmission line

from narthern Minnesota to central
Minnesota to support grid reliability
and resilience in the Upper Midwest

10 a.m. - Noon

Daggett Brook
Town Hall

14074 County Road 2
Brainerd, MN 56401

See the full list of open houses
on our website or call our project
hotline for more information.

- - o
e § A lronRange
Grand Ea.plds'lll \ Su .
I." Sy .
| . 8]
\ Hill City o N

‘M' McGregor
“_ I C r
Substation WT_ .
A4 |
T Eanerd | e
l 7 | Sl
A \ | ' \ Legend
N |} ‘ A Expand existing
N pierz) substations
' 4 B Newsubstation
'l 0 Segment one
'~._\ { . B Segmant two
54 A \
Benton County

Substation &

e
|
5 |l .’-I

& northlandreliabilitypraject.com

Can't be there in person?

Explore the virtual, self-guided open house on
our website to learn more and provide feedback.
Available from May 1-12,

218-864-6055
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Grand Rapids Herald

Northland
Reliability
Project

;.

e
RIVER
THIRGY.

Join us during our
second phase of
open houses

Learn about how Minnesota Power

and Great River Energy are investing
in a 180-mile transmission line

from northern Minnesota to central
Minnescta to support grid reliability
and resilience in the Upper Midwest.

Spang Town Hall
35402 Spang Road
Hill City, MN 55748

See the full list of open houses
on our website or call our praject
hotline for more information,

|

—— —
'\-u._\_- (_',-——
e 4 A IronRange
Grand Rap|d5;.‘-‘\ Su i
Preliminary route { @
' Hill ity § "

hY e
\ A
l MeGregor
Riverton
¥
Substation ,. ironton |
_____ R 4 |
Hranerd /| 5 o~
" . \ Mille Lacs
l_ f | \dake
.'\\ \L
N ) Legend
ol ' A Expand existing
substations

B New substation
50 Segment one
B Segment two

e

E northlandreliabilityproject.com

Can't be there in person?

Explore the virtual, self-guided open house on
our website to learn more and provide feedback,
Available from May 1-12.

(% 218-864-6059
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

STATE OF MINNESOTA)
) 58
COUNTY OF ITASCA)

Brett Holum, being first duly sworn, on oath states as follows:

1. | am the Publisher of the Grand Rapids Herald Review, or the
publisher's designated agent. | have personal knowledge of the facts
stated in this Affidavit, which is made pursuant to Minnesota Statutes
§331A.07,

2. Thenewspaper has complied with all of the requirements to
constitute a gualified newspaper under Minnesota law, including those
requirements found in Minnesota Statutes §331A.02,

3. The dates of the month and the year and day of the week upon
which the public notice attached/copies below was published in the

Sunday April 23rd & 30th 2023

4. The publisher's lowest classified rate paid by commercial users
for comparable space, as determined pursuant to § 331A.06, is as follows:
$2.00 per 1-cal line.

5. Mortgage Foreclosure Notices. Pursuant to Minnesota
Statutes§580.033 relating to the publication of mortgage foreclosure
notices: The newspaper’s known office of issue is located in Itasca
County. The newspaper compiies with the conditions described in
§580.033, sub d. 1, clause (1) or (2). If the newspaper’s known office of
issue is |ocated in a county adjoining the county where the mortgaged
premises or some part of the mortgaged premises described in the notice
are located, a substantial portion of the newspaper’s circulation is in the
latter county,

FURTHER YOUR AFFIANT SAITH NOT.

c{“ﬁagj‘%ﬂgna ture]

— v g

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this
~ day of May 203

B L i E
“EES AHEARALYHN EIESLAND ﬁ
{ f NOTASY PUBLIG 3 .Jf-zz.au._
k el MINHESOTA Notary Public
S My Cemmission ke Jan. 31, 2027
e " e e e o o s
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Mille Lacs Messenger

Iron Range
Subziztion

S . T
Ellmlnar"' Graead g T,
Ll FOUte

GREAT
Northland Reliability Project mm; | L)1

Hil Gy - g

Join us during our second phase
of open houses

Leamn about how Minnesota Power and Great River Energy
are Investing in a 180-mile transmission line fram northern
Minnesota to central Minnesota to support grid reliability
and resillence in the Upper Midwest

#® Pierz Ballroom
4-6pm. 133 Main St. S
Pierz, MM 56364

Sea the il list of open houses on our website or call our project
hotline for more information

@E} Can't be there in person?
£
ESeEs

Explora the virtual, saif-guided open house on our
website to learn more and provide feedback, Available
from May 1-12,

@ northlandreliabilitypraject com @ 218-864-6059
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Mille Lacs Union Times

Northland Reliability Project
Rl | o2

Join us during our second
phase of open houses

Learn about how Minnesota Power and Great
River Energy ara investing in a 180-mils
trarsmission line from northerm Minnesota te
central Minnesota to support grid reliability and
resilience in the Upper Midwest,

#® Plerz Ballroom
Pierz. MM 56364

Sae the full [ of open hounes an owr webarte or call our
prayect hatline for more information.

Preliminary route

A  Expand exhiting
subsistions

B  HNew substation
m Segment ane
I Segment two

on our website 1o learm more and provide
feadbaci. Available from May 1-12.

) northlandreliabilityproject.com (8 218-864-6059

Can't be there in person?
Explore the virtusl, s=lf-guided open houss
L3
:
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Merrison County Record

Northland corncin s ozt
Reliability | |
Project

Join us during our ;
second phase of e ' .

/L || mmeten

open houses f otk
Learn about how Minnesota Power \ \ 1 ™~
and Great River Energy are investing s II I ' Legend
in a 180-mile transmission line A Expand existing
from northern Minnesota to central J L substations
Minnesota to support grid reliability B New substation
and resilience in the Upper Midwest. B I Segment one

) B Segment twe

\
\
m m : | 1
-
Ny | =,

Pierz Ballroom -
133 Main St. S. 1
Pierz, MN 56364 -3 AJ

See the full list of open houses E Can't be there in person?
on our website or call our project

; Explore the virtual, self-guided open house
hotline for more Information. F g = d P

on our wehsite to learn more and provide
w1 feedback. Available from May 1-12,
) northlandreliabilityproject.com (9 218-864-6059 - = =
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ADAMS PUBLISHING GROUP

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

M_,Wﬂmmmmumhmﬂmtwm i an

authorized -agentandmphjm of Adams Publishing Group, and has foll knowledge of the
facts which are stated below,

(A)  The newspaper has complied with all the requirements constituting qualification as
a qualified newspaper.

{B) The printed display ad was printed in the following editions on the following dates:
EDITION: DATE:
MOERUSON OT. RECD — _APLIL I, 2023
_MOLRASONY G, ESTe@d = APRUL 2% 2013

TIrLE:  APG— ECAA P tANN S

Acknowledged before me on this

Mwm

Notary Public

ATy HEAMA B CARS
i Witary Public
Minnesuis
My Comemsaen 5
: Jan 34, 2024
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NewsHopper

Northland
\ Leech
Lake

Reliability
Project e

Rl |72

Riverton

mtll“" # Trontan
Join us ﬂuril"lg our ‘-'"—‘ma’“a‘if""'r 2
second phase of open 1 7 | Dot
houses v — \o
Learn about how Minnesota Power M | _ | Legend
and Great River Energy are investing 1 _.' Plarz | 4 Expand existing
in a 180-mile transmission line | sibtitiors
from northem Minnesota to central - @ B New substation
Minnesota to suppart grid retiability N1 - W Segment one
and resilience In the Upper Midwest, Wl o |I I Segment two

7 ' \
Benton Col |
vy oz |amvoen | Ommll |

St Chou

Daggett Brook Town Hall
14074 County Road 2 e e
Brainerd, MN 56401 Big Oaks Subs

on r.z_ur nreggere D.I' call our_prcrject Explore the virtual, self-guided open House on
hatline for more information, £ our website to learn more and provide feedback.

Wi Available from May 1-12

See the full list of open houses %E Can't be there in person?

O northlandreliabilityproject.com (8 218-864-6059 ~

Appendix N

Page 125 of 176

Docket No. E015,ET2/CN-22-416
Docket No. E015,ET2/TL-22-415



Patriot MN

S vt
I B _._-\-“H-"‘-. .-";_ o
N ort h la nd Preliminary route Grand RaDFd;.j"{.._ & m
Reliabilit Y
¥ y \ Hill City J EB.\
Project | |
@
s | #2m__
3 - &
\ B
1 McGregor
Riverton "EJPEU?’_'
- = Substation W’
Join us during our \ P 0
second phase of "T Biaheray | I.-"Mm
7 . \
open houses 1 [ | <o
\
Learn about how Minnesota Power Y k"n, \ y
and Great River Energy are investing "\\ | | Legend
in a 180-mile transmission line N Perz) &  Expand existing
: | substations

fram northern Minnesota to central
Minnesota to suppart grid reliability
and resilience in the Upper Midwest

@ Palmer Township Hall
V' 4180 105th Ave.
Clear Lake, MN 55319

B New substation
I Segment one
B Segment two

See the full list of open houses
on our website or call our project

hotline for more information.

) northlandreliabilityproject.com ( 218-864-6059

£  onour website to learn more and provide
1 feedback. Available from May 1-12.

Can't be there in person?
Explore the virtual, self-guided open house
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Sauk Rapids Herald
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Northland Reliability Project m*“"“ —a e W <
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Leech
S e
Join us during our second phase '.
of open houses &
Learn about how Minnesota Power and Great River Energy \\_
are investing in a 180-mile transmission line from northern \ [
Minnescta to central Minnesota to support grid reliability 5 . MeGreght
and resilience in the Upper Midwest. Riverton | _ 0ot [
ﬂ:hﬂfﬂuﬂ ,'. irarecr |
#® Sauk Rapids M Ll
May 4, 10 N " Government Center \ Fegd | (" e
= : : 1 '
2023 wm 2oR 250 Summit Ave. N. : 1 e /
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 LS {
N ] Legend
'x\' e | | & Expand existing
See the full list of open houses on our website or call our ki ' sibiytatons
project hotline for mare information. _ @ § Hawsubcation
iy 1 N Segment ane
A | | . segment two

[m]*M[m] Can'tbe there in person?
Explore the virtual, self-guided open house
E] £ on our website to learn more and provide

W feedback. Avallable from May 1-12.
) northlandreliabilityprojectcom @8 218-864-6059
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Scenic Range News Bovey

Northland Reliability Project [ Q]5Ves

EMEROY,

' J 1
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Join us during our second phase
of open houses

Learn-about how Minnesota Power and Great River Energy
are investing in a 180-mile transmission line from northem
Minnesota to central Minnesota to suppaort grid reliability
and resilienca in the Upper Midwaest,

m

See the full 15t of open houses on our website orcall cur project
hotline for more information,

i

e northiandreliabilityprojectcom

® Spang Town Hall
35402 Spang Road
Hill City, MM 55748

Can't be there in person?

Explore the virtual, self-guided open house on our

website to learn more and proyide feedback. Avallable
from May 1-12.

218-864-6059
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%’oyageur Press McGregor
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Join us during our second phase %
\.
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Learn about how Minnesota Power and Great River Energy -
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Minnesota to central Minnesota to support grid reliability Mesregor
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Open House Banners

Northland Reliability Project
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Supporting a reliable,
resilient, flexible
energy grid
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Northland Reliability Project Northland Reliability Project
Qs | vEE, [Qle 228
Who we are Part of aregional plan for
energy reliability
Minnesota Power is a utility Minnesota Power and Great River Energy
company that provides, affordable, are working together to build the
reliable energy to 145,000 residential Morthland Reliability Project.
custormers and business customers i ,
in NE MN and 14 municipalities and The project includes new and replaced
some of the nation's largest industrial transmission lines, upgrades to existing
eustomersin Minnescts substations and a new substation, When in
service, the transmission grid will be more
mnpower.com reliable, resilient and flexible to support the

delivery of cleaner energy to our customers

and mermbers,
()1

o B R

Great River Energy is a wholesale
electric power cooperative which
provides electricity to approximately

1.7 million people through its 27
member-owner cooperatives and
customers. Through our member-owners,
we serve twe-thirds of Minnesota
geographically and parts of Wisconsin.

MISO, the regional grid
operator, approved

this projectas partof a
portfolio of Long Range
Transmission Projects In
July 2022,

greatriverenergy.com

m RveE
RIVER
ENERGTY.

Learn more at misoenergy.org
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Northland Reliability Project
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Fulfilling a need

Provide system support

Provide support to the energy
grid as more renawable ensrgy
is brought online and coal
operations cease at existing
power plants

Increase capacity

Safely and reliably deliver more
clean energy from where it's
produced to where it's consumed
by utility customers and power
cooperative members

Strengthen resiliency

Improve ability to withstand
more frequent extreme
weather events

Enhance flexibility

Meet future energy needs

by enabling transfer of many
types of power generation
frem many lecations to meet
the long-term needs of our
customers and memkbers

Northland Reliability Project

1 ] 1
= L manars atn posrar

GREAT
RIVER
FHILBY.

Project segments

e Grand Repids™ A Irom Rangs
A Substation
= How mbsaelon ::LP .
| Eagmant ona @
- HIL City 4
X
MoGregon
Rherton | Creshy

e
Subsiation . el |

Branera®

Mii= Lo
laes

Segmant one Segment two

trestall s pprowimataly Replaos two existing ransmimson inos

140 mil=s of new * Aeplace on spproximately 20-mile 230-KY line with
double-cirouit. twn ZA5-WV circuits fram Banton County Substation
ZA5-kY transmission to & new substation rarmed Big Caks Substation in
line, gererally Sharburne County slong exivting transmistion oo
located near exsting an double-circait 345-FV structures. The Big Oaks

transmisson
line oorridors.

Subsation will be built as part of & sepante project
callad Alrndia to Big Oaka
* Replace an approximately 20-mie S45-kY line from the
Benton County Substation to the Shermo Substation in
Sherburne County abong exsting transmission cormidors
wsing double-cirouit Z45-kV structures,
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Northland Reliability Project
[l

Our routing process

e

Define study area

Define route comidor

Public

Define route alternatives

ldentify proposed route to submit in

the Certificate of Need and Route Permit
Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission

The criteria for route development is set by Minnesota
statute and guide our routing process.

To route a project, we consider:

Opportunities Engineeoring and construction
Constraints considerations

Your input matters

We need your help to identify opportunities
and constraints.

Northland Reliability Project
Rl | #28__

Connect with us!

(=15

G
sk ]
Can me

€5 northlandreliabilityproject.com

connect@northland rellabllityproject.com

& 218-864-6059
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Northland Reliability Project

GREAT
[Slew | #2E

Preliminary route
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Open House Boards

Northland Reliability Project
Rl

Right-of-way acquisition

+ [ rminnasota pawer

& What is right-of-way? @ Whatis an easement?
A right-of-way, or ROW, is a strip of A document allowing Minnesota Power
land used for a specific purpose such and Great River Energy the right to
as the construction, operation and construct, operate and maintain a
maintenance of a road or transmission transmission line and other associated
line, Right-of-way is typically secured infrastructure on a landowner's property.

asan easementon a property.

Our right-of-way acquisition process:

Project representatives will hold individual meetings with affected landowners to
discuss right-of-way needs.

© OO0

Landowners are An easement is We work closely The utilities
contacted to begin presented to a with the landowner construct,
right-of-way landowner. An to resolve concarms operate and
acquisition offer based on and reach an maintain the
process. fair market value agreement. An transmission line
is presented. easement is within the
recorded. right-of-way.

Additional right-of-way needs may Include:
+ Construction staging areas + Substation expansions

» Temporary access roads
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Northland Reliabili!y Project
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EMERGY, + B minnansis power

Right-of-way needs:

‘Segment one

0 — 90 ha 110 - 120 fesnt

The graphic shows the typical
right-of-way needed for a new 345-kV
transmission line next to an existing
230-kV transmission line.
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Northland Reliability Project
R

Right-of-way needs:  Segmentone

P e e e

Segment one: New tine.

The graphic shows the typical
right-of-way needed for a new 345-kV
transmission line next to an existing
115-kV and 250-kV transmission line.
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Northland Reliability Pl__-oject

GREAT
ENERGY,

B S e S

Segment two: Line replacement

Replace an approximately 20-mile 230-kV lina
with two 345-kV circuits from Benton County
Substation tora new substation ramed Big Oaks
Substation in Sharburne County along existing
iransmission cormidors on double circult 345-kY
structures. The Big Oaks Substation will be built
as part of a separate project called Alexandriz
to Big Caks. Approximately three miles of new
Z45-kV doubla-circuit transmission is racguired
to route into the new Big Oaks Substation.

A e

Preliminary route

Benton County
A Substation E :

st. rio&i ‘(()f‘.é.:a

g
Sherco é Big Lake
Substation "\.... ®
Big Oaks Substation -
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Northland Reliability Project
Right-of-way needs: 0

mm

: Qoo WEW 3A5-HV friple-ciroult
; weathering steel
i Btructure Installed on
| gt~ i edsting centeriine
|
o BeT, prm = ......]
Exlsting 345-HV double-circut <ok I
wealherng steal Siructaa 1o |
e removad i

Preliminary route

Segment two: Line replacement Benton County

Suh:tatrun
Replace an approximately 20-mile 345-kV St Clcdd Y
line from the Benton County Substation G
to the Sherco Substation in Sherburne
County along existing transmission
corridors using double-circuit 345-kV
structures, Approximately 10 miles of thiz Q@
transmission line will be built to carry a Sherco :.g Big Lake
69-kV eircunt on the same structures, Substation MIh. ®

Big Oaks Substation
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Northland Reliability Project

GREAT
RIVER
EMERGY,

Three separate long-range transmission projects
to connect near Big Oaks Substation, near Becker.

[ J ] |
« nnesats parer

Future

Big Oaks Substation  {ZJ

Legend

Northland Relisbility Project Corridor
E= Alexandria to Big Caks Project Comidor
| Minnescta Energy Conmnectien Comidor

Big Lake

ik y'"cﬂ Mgy

Northland
Reliability Project

Sagment twoof the Northland
Reliakility Project proposss 1o
replace two existing transmissicn
lines with two double-circuit 345-kW
transmission lines — one JA5-kV line
will conrect to Big Oaks Substation
and the second will connect to the
Sherco Substation. Minnesota Power
and Great River Enangy are inwesting
in trarsmission infrastructure to
enharice the stability of the regional
alectric system and support a.reliable,
resilient and flexible elactric grid as
ENErgy resounces continue v evolve
away from fossil fuels toward more
renewable energy like wind and sclar.

Learn more at:
rorthlandrelizbiityproject.com
connectignorthiardreliabitiyproject.com
218-B64-£050

Certificate of Mead 22-416
Route Permit: 22-415

[l |

Alexandria to
Big Oaks Project

Hcel Energy s plannirg to complets
Phass 3 of the Cap&2020 project,
which iz toadd a second 345-kY
circuit to the existing transmission
lirez structures from Alexandria,
Minnesota, to the Big Oaks Substation
near Becker,

Laarn more at:
AlamandriataBiglalescom
MexandriatoBigTaksaxcelenergy.com
BRE-231-TOGE

Cartificate of Meed; Z2-538
Rautz Perrmit: 23-159

€2 XcelEnergy:

Minnesota Energy
Connection

Fcel Energyis proposing to build 3
new double-circuit 245-kY
tansmizsion line between theretiring
Sherco coal plant near Becker and
Lyon Courty in southwest Minnesata.
The new transmission infrastructune is
desigred to enable more than 2,000
megawatts of renewa ble enargy to
rzplace the electricity produced by
the coal plants.

Laarn mors sl

MM EremyConnection.com

MM Enengy Connectionfxcelensngy com
BEE-292-4T14

Minnesota Public Uil ties
Commizsion Doclket Number; 22-131
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Northland Reliability Project
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What we heard

W LEines
# GeologyMining
® Trarepanatkon
= Routing
Cutliral RanurTas
* Plamned
devslopmant
& Reirastion
¥ Hames
Managed Fas ands
warEral

& Communcaion

* Tapegrphy
Exssrmart

Ersdrorrmantal

Cammuricaikan
Ernironmaniak
® agricutiurs
REskancs
# Rouling
& ‘Recraation
‘Cut bulldings
» 'Waber Resounces

Total
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Transpaitailan
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b Wag Marogement
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Preliminary routa map
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Fact Sheets

Northland Rellabllity Project

[Slms 222

Construction, restoration and maintenance

« Field surveys = Woetland and stream surveys
=  Wildlife surveys = Soil surveys

Typical preconstruction

survey types
i = Archasslogical surveys

Construction and restoration

& |nitial surveying, nght-of-way & Strocture staking. surveyingand & Foundation installation
clearing and Jccess routes soils investigations as needed Foundation type may vary
depending on structire

A Assemble and set strisctures A& Wire installation A Cleanup and restoration

A project representative will assess damages incurred during construction and coniact each property owner to
settle claims for any such damages. After construction is.complete, damaged property will be restored as close
as possible to its original condition. Landowners will be fairly reimbursed if damage occurred to crops. fences
or other property during construction.
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Northland Rellabllity Project

Rlme =28

Permitting and agency coordination

Envirconmental permitting and approvals from appropriate federal, state and local agencies will be obtained
once a final route is identified and pricr to construction. The project will also coordinate construction activities
with local government agencies and jurisdictions and other stakeholders,

Permitting process

Minnasota Public Liilitles Commission issuas a certificate of
nead and route permit. The certificate of nead shows thare is
a need for the power producad. A route permit is required for
routing and construction of a transmission ne. Tha PUIC will
make tha final decisicn on the routa.

Application for a cartificate of need and a routa parmit

will b2 in one application to the Minnesota Public Utilitias
Commission. Mora information at https://mn.gov/puc/
activities/energy-facilities.

Other required parmits will be applied for and granted prior
to construction. More informaticn on the parmitting timelina
will b2 available as the project devalops.

PUC Alternative permitting process

Minnasota Power and Great River Energy intand to subrnit
the Route Permnit application under the Alternative permitting
process sat forth in Minn. R.7850.2800 to 7850.3500.

Under the Alternative permitting process, the Minnesota
Departmant of Commerce Enargy Environmental Review
and Analysis unit is tasked with preparing an environmental
assassment on bahalf of the PUC, for proposad high voltage
transmission line facilities. The Alternative process can be
usad for saveral typas of projects, including when a proposed
transmission line of 200-kY or more follows existing
transmissicn line right-of -way for at least B0% of its langth.
Under the Alternative process, an applicant is only required
to submit 3 Route Permit application with ona proposed
routa. More information can be found at https://mn.gov/puc/
activities/energy-facilities/power-plants-transmission-linas/
altermative-process.

ﬁ L]l ons = want to hear fre
E . northlandreliability

January

E Connect with us
]
b

Agency coordination

Minnasota Power and Graat River Energy

are working with fadaral, state and local
agencies, Tribes, tribal organizations and non-
governmental organizations. The PUC and the
Cepartment of Commerce will lead the state
permiting process. Other invelved agancies
include but are not Hmited o

U5 Fish and Wildlife SE.r'Il'iEE..
US Army Corps of Enginesrs

Minnescta Department of

Transportation, Department of
Matural Resources, State Historic
Preservation Office, Office of the
State Archaeologist and Pollution
Control Agency

Cournties, cities and townships

Federally recognized Tribes and

tribal organizations in Minnesota

Bois Forte Band of Chippewa. Fond du Lac Band
of Lake Superior Chippewa, Grand Portage Band
of Lake Superior Chippewa, Leech Lake Band

of Cjibwe, Lower Siows Indian Commumnity,

Mille Lacs Band of Qjibwe, Prairie Island Indian
Community, Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians,
Shakopes Mdewakanton Sioux Community,
Upper Sioux Community, White Earth Mation,
Minnesota Chippewsa Tribe and Minnesota Indian
Affairs Council
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Northland Reliabllity Project
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Routing opportunities

and constraints

The criteria for route selection, set forth in
Minnesota Statutes section 216E.03, subdivision
7, and Minnescta Rule 78504100, will guide

our team’s route development process,

Project partners will site transmission lines to
minirnize impacts to human settlement and

the ernvironment in accordance with Minnesota
Statutes and Rules and will guide the Minnescta
Public Utilities Commission’s (PUC) selection of
the final route for the project. During the routing
process, our team will identify route alternatives
built on taking advantage of opportunities while
understanding constraints. The routing process
will help us identify a proposed route that will

be included in the Certificate of Meed and Route
Permmnit application which will be filed with the
Minnesota PUC.

Your input matters

We need your help to identify
opportunities and constraints.

Connect with us
. ant to hear fro

Tipical existing corridor features that are oriented in
the direction of the project.

# Existing transmission line and utility corridors
# Highways and roads

# Property lines

# Field lines

Constraints

Typical area resources or conditions that may require
additional review and consideration.

= Agricultural uses, including organic farms

+ Airports/air navigation facilities

* Cemeteries

* Communication towers®

+ Conservation areas/nature preserves

# Culturalfarchasclogical and historic resources®

# Floodplains (more difficult construction and could
hiave sensitive species)

+ Lakes/ponds/rivers/streams/wetlands*

+ Lewees/dams

#  Mines/quarries

# Pipelinas*

# Potentially contaminated sites

# Railroads*

# Religious facilities

# Residences (especially large clusters of hormes)

# Scenic highways

# Schools

# Sensitive plant/animal species*

# State/regional/local parks and trails

« Wells

*Constraints with additional precautions and studies required.

om Bl connect@northlandreliabilityproj
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Northland Reliability Project msﬁ,:g; | ann

Right-of-way acquisition

B What is right-of-way? B What is an easement?
The term tight-of-way or ROW is typically a strip A document allowing Minnesota Power and
of land used for a specific purpose such as the Great River Energy the right to construct, operate
construction, operation and maintenance of a road or and maintain a transmission line and other associated
transmission line. Right-of-way is typically secured as infrastructure on your property.

an easement on a property.

Project representatives will hold individual meetings with affected landowners to discuss right-of-way needs.

: ; n An easement is presented to a
Landowners are contacted to begin ® : & : ;
e right-of-way acquisition process b d ifaqjg’?znpergsiﬁéger BEvsRR DL TR

We work closely with the landowner to H The utilities construct, operate and n
& resolve concerns and reach an agreement rnaintain the transmission line within the

An easement is recorded. right-of-way.

Frequently asked questions
@ Can this project share right-of-way in segment one with an existing line?
There rnay be opportunities to overlap right-of-way with an existing line. We estimate up to 30-40 fest of

right-of-way may be shared between the existing structure and the new structure depending on factors like
engineering, construction and topography.

Segment one PR Cverlapupto [
30 - 40 feet

X
o
o

23
© 9
In
LA
N D
o N
2 E
58
-

Approximate total ROW width: 250 — 300 feet
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@ How large of an easement do you need?
The typical right-of-way width will be at a minimum 150 feet for each transmission line (75 feet on each side of
a transmission ling). It is sometimes necessary to secure additional permanent right-of-way at angles or areas
where we use specialty structures. It could also be necessary to secure temporary areas next to the permanent
right-of-way for stringing and construction access.

& Does segment two require a wider ety e
easement?

At this time, we do not anticipate
requiring additional easement
width for the line replacement
aleng segment two (Benton

County Substation to Big Oaks ] 130170 feat high
Substation]. The replaced line is Segment two \/ \/ ......... Mew 346-kY
expected to be in the same ROW 111;:::;;:1;21
asthe existing line: structurs installed en

existing centerling

£ How far will the transmission line
be from by homes and businesses?

To the extent practicable, the ST S0 teetiteh! g ;
project team will design the route PRI SR
to maxirmize separation from :::'fjﬂ::z”;: i
hotnes and businesses. Proximity rermoved

to homes and businesses is-one of

the routing criteria for Minnesota
Power and Great River Energy.
We do not anticipate having
structures within our 150 -foot-
wide right-of-way

B

@ How does an easement affect my property?
The easement restricts the placement of buildings and structures within the easement area for safety and
reliability and provides rights for access as well as clearing and removal of vegetation Ourproject team will
coordinate with landowners prior to construction. Additionally, easements stay with a property even if the
ownership of a property changes.

& What activities are allowed within the easement area?

In general, the land can continue to be used as before, provided that the use does not interfere with the
construction, operation and maintenance of the transmission line. Minnesata Power and Great River Energy
encourage landowners on the final approved route to discuss the activities they plan to conduct in the easement
area with a land agent

B Will eminent domain be used for this project?
Great River Energyand Minnesota Power intend to work with all landowners to reach voluntary agreements. In
the event those agreements cannot be reached, then eminent domain proceedings may be necessary. In those
instances, the Northland Reliability Project team encourages landowners to consult with their own counsel.
The Northland Reliability Project tearmn will continue to negotiate with landowners during an eminent domain
proceedings and will dismiss the proceedings If an easement agreement Is reached

[a] Connect with us
Questions? We want to hear from you.
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Comment Form

Northland Reliability Project

GRIAT
e | MEN

Thank you for providing feedback on the Northland Reliability Project.
comment Form Please use the comment form below to submit a comment or join the

email list to receive project updates.

Name:

Organization (if any):

Address:
City: State: Zip:
Phone number: Email:

Are you the owner of the property listed above? OYes ONo
Would you like to join our emaillist? OYes O No
Comment:

Please provide any additional information about your property that you would like our project team to be aware of:

Would you like a response back to your comments? O Yes O No

If you answer yes, please fill out your email, phone and/or mailing address abowe.

E Comments must be postmarked by May 12, 2023 for consideration
in the routing procass.

How to subm it comment form:
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Overview Handout (front)

Northland Reliability Project
Qs | MEE

« [ minnesein peiver

Supporting a reliable, resilient and flexible energy grid

To maintain a continuous supply of safe and reliable electricity, Minnesota Power and Great River Energy are

investing in transmission infrastructure to enhance the stability ofthe regional electric system and support a
reliable; resilient and flexible electric grid as energy resources continue to evolve. The energy resources we Use
to serve our customers and members are changing, and the regional power grid we use to deliver that energy
needs to change, too.

Project needs

The Northland Reliability Project will ensure the power grid in
northern and central Minnesota continues to operate safely and
reliably as energy rescurces In Minnesota and the regional power
system continue to evolve. This project is also part of a large "Long
Range Transmission Plan” portfolio approved by MISO, the region’s
grid cperator, to support grid rellability across the Midwest. As
generation resources shift from fossil fuels to more renewables, the
Morthland Reliabllity Project Is one part of the solution to:

We're in the midst of a robust
stakeholder process as we
prepare to apply for a Certificate
of Meed and Route Permit from
the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commisslon in late summer 2023.

]

T

i 7 2022
(i i i. Y 1 O—— Project planning and Inital
= stakshalder engagerment
Froyiae suppoed tode s Improve abllity to withstand more
grid as more renewable ensngy s fra iy h nits
brought online and coal operations kit il Ef t Ly 2023
cesse at existing power plants (! Routing, public engagement
and permitting
— N — A&t
' 2024 - 2026
Increase capacity to safely and Meet future energy needs by 00— Pammitting. englnearing,
rellably delbver more clean energy enabling transfer of many types of emdronmeantal sunweys,
from where it's produced to where power generation to many locations raal estate and public
it's consurned by utility customers to meet the long-term needs of our engagsment
ard power cooperative members customers and mermbers
2027 - 2030
Fise = Comstruction
Regulatory process participation
You can subscribe to receive updates from the Minnesota Public T

Utilides Commission’s (PUC), Visit edockets.state.mn.us and enter
the docket number you're interested in tracking. For infermation
omn'the Certificate of Need use docket 22-416 and for information
omn'the Route Permit use docket 22-415.

Antidpated In-sarvice

*The schedule is subject to-change.

Minnesota Power and Great River Energy have a successful history of joint development and cwnership of pruj-n_ncuﬂ"lat:uppnrt the
ralizbillty of our electric grid to meet the neads of our communities.

Apnil 2023
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Overview Handout (back)

Northland Reliability Project [l | wmm
Preliminary route Routing process
During the routing process, our team
Grand Rapids. .l- Iron Range has identified a preliminary route built
v Substation on taking advantage of opportunities
Leach 4 : while understanding constraints.
Lake { @ We'll be relying on feedback from the
Hill City ¢ | public. local leaders, agencies and our

own expertise to develop a proposed
route, used for permitting.

Segment one

Install approximately 140 miles
of a new double-circuit 345-kV
m= transmission ling, generally located
- near axisting transmission lina
# MeGregor corridors,
Rivertoan ..'1_3 porsbiy
Substation - Ironton Segment two

" Replace two existing transmission lines:
Branerd = « Replace an approximatety 20-mile
?ﬂi': 2 230-kV ling with two 345-kV
circuits from Berton County
Substation to a new substation
named Big Oaks in Sherburne
County along existing transmission
corridors on double circuit
Pigrz 345KV structures. The Big Oaks
r Substation will be built as part of a
separata project called Alexandria
' to Big Oaks,
| Replace an approximataty 20-mila
} 345-kV line from the Benton

| BE County Substation to tha Sherco
\a Substation in Sherburna County
Benton County along existing transmission
Substation A E corfidors using double-circult

I45-kV structures:

Sk Cloud
Sherco Substation Higlake Additional project
Improvements:
Blg Oaks Substatio
9 /f « Expand the lron Range Substation
near Grarnd Rapids and the Benton
County Substation near 5t Cloud.
LEgend « Install 3 new substation at of near
A Expand existing substations I Segment one the existing Riverton Substation and
isting tr ission
B New substation I Segment two lings in the ﬂ'z'}::tnm; ar::m

Connect with us
Questions? We want to hear from you.

a nerthlandrellabilityproject. com &= connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com & 218-864-6059
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Information Packet

Northland Project

e

May 11, 2023

Greetings,

Thank you for your interest in the Morthland Reliability Project. Because you reguested more project
information or @ mag, we're sending you an updated information packet. This packet details the progress
we've made in our routing process and our identified preliminary route.

What is a preliminary route?

The preliminary route is 3 narrowed area being considered for the power line. We developed the
preliminary route based on where the new power line will need to connect into substations, input gathered
during our fall stakeholder workshops and winter public cpen houses, and the opportunity to route near
existing utility corridors and land already being used for power lines. Using public input, we'll further narrow
the area to create our final and proposed route.

Regulatory process participation

We will develop a proposed route that we will use to submit a Certificate of Need and Route Permit
application with the PUC in late summer 2023. You can subscribe to receive updates from the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission’s (PUC). Visit edockets.state.mn.us and enter the docket number you're
interested in tracking. For information on the Certificate of Meed use docket 22-416 and for information on
the Route Permit use docket 22-415.

If you have additional guestions, contact with us at 218-864-6059 or
connecti@northlandreliabilityproject.com. We'll respond within two business days. We look forward to
connecting with you.

Sincerely,
-
ﬁ Wm : / ; ‘4 ld
Jim Atkinson Dan Lesher
Manager, Environmental and Real Estate IManager, Transmission Permitting and Land Rights
Minnesota Power Great River Enargy
Enclosure:

[1) Infarmation packet
[1) Parcel map
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Northland Reliability Project
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» B minnesota pawer
Packet overview

Thank you for your interest in Please read the materials and send us the
the Northland Reliability Project. comment form to share your valuable input
We appreciate you reviewing this
information to learn about the
project and provide input to help us
route this transmission line.

with us. You can:

= Maill the comment form back to our team

+« Scan and email it to us at:
connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com

= Visit the project website to see our
online comment map and complete

Packet materials the online comment form at

This packet includes: northlandreliabilityproject.com
Information about the project * Call the project team if you have any

_ guestions at 218-864-6059

Frequently asked questions
Routing process and criteria
Additional engagement Comments will be accepted through
Feedback opportunities May 12, 2023,

Connect with us

We want to hear from you.

@ narthlandreliabilityproject.com

@ connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com

G 218-864-6059
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Northland Reliability Project

GREAT
Qs | wBE

Supporting a reliable, resilient and flexible energy grid

To maintain a continuous supply of safe and rellable electricity, Minnesota Power and Great River Energy are

investing in transmission infrastructure to enhance the stability of the regional electric system and support a
reliable, resilient and flexible electric grid as energy resources continue to evolve. The energy resources we use
to serve our customers and members are changing, and the regional power grid we use to deliver that energy

needsto change, too.

Project needs

The Morthland Reliability Project will ensure the power grid in
narthern and central Minnesota continues to operate safely and
reliably as energy resources in Minnesota and the reglonal power
system continue to evolve. This project is also part of a large "Long
Range Transmission Plan™ portfolio approved by MISO, the reglon’s
grid operator, to support grid rellability across the Midwest. As
generation resources shift from fossil fuels to more renewables, the
Northland Reliabllity Project Is one part of the sclution to:

Il Schedule

We're In the midst of a robust
stakeholder process as we
prepare to apply for a Certificate
of Meed and Route Permit from
the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission in late summer 2023,

o = 2022
N k. i.T"'] ©— Project planning and initial
2 stakeholder angagement
Provioe support tothe-enengy. Irmprove ability to withstand more
qrid a8 more renewable enengy is i ¢ e
brought ontine and coal operations DUCEECNbreimE ErEvErhy 2023
& exist] nts ey
RREHER AL eRisting Hower s (O Routing. public engagament
and permitting
— e — 858
| 2024 — 2026
Increase capacity to safely and Meet future energy needs by o—— Parmitting, enginearing.
reliably deliver more clean eneragy enabling transfer of many types of | armdronimental surveys,
from where it's produced to where power genaration to many locations real estate and public
it's consurmed by utitity customers to meet the long-term needs of our angagemeant
and power cooperative members customersand mermbers
2027 - 2030
S i 0O—— Corstruction
Regulatory process participation
You can subscribe to recelve updates from the Minnesota Public ek

Utilities Commission’s (PLIC). Visit edockets.state.mn.us and enter
the docket number you're interested In tracking. For information
on'the Certificate of Need use docket 22-416 and for iInformation
onthe Route Permit use docket 22-415.

Anticipatad in-sarvice

*The schedule is subject to change.

Minnasota Power and Graat River Energy have a successful Hnuur:fl'j-nht development and ownership of projects that support the
rialiability of ourelactric grid to maat the needs of sur communitios.

April 2023
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Northland Reliability Project

Preliminary route J

A IronRange
* Substation

&

Falil
-

MeGregor

A

Segment one

Granil Rapics’}
Leech
Loke
Hill City ¢
Riverton ____-_.-Crost-r_-,r
Substation B P |
Brainerd®
Mille Lace
Lake
Fierz
L ]
\a Benton County |
Substation A B
5t. Clou
Sherco Substation P g Lage
Big Oaks Substation
Legend
4 Expand existing substations
B Newsubstation R Segment two

Connect with us
Questions? We want te hear from you.

I_‘ﬁ northlandreliabilityproject.com

Rz | #ax

Routing process

During the routing process, our team
has identified a preliminary route built
on taking advantage of opportunities
while understanding constraints.
We'll be relying on feedback from the
public, local leaders, agencies and our
own expertise to develop a proposad
route, used for permitting.

Segment one

Install approximately 140 milas

of a new double-circuit 345-kV
transmission line, genarally locatad
near existing transmission lina
corridors,

Segment two

Replace two axisting transmission linas.

« Replace an approximately 20-mila
230-kV line with two 345-kV
clrcuits from Benton County
Substation toa new substation
named Big Oaks in Sherburna
County along existing transmission
corridors on double circuit
Z45-kV structuras. The Big Oaks
Substation will be built as partof 2
separate project called Alexandria
to Big Oaks,

+ Replace an approximataly 20-mila
245-kV line from the Benton
County Substation to the Sharco
Substation in Sherburna County
along existing transmission
corrdors using doubla-circukt
I45-kV structisras,

Additional project
Improvements:

* Expand the Iron Range Substation
near Grand Rapids and the Benton
County Substation near 5t. Cloud,

« Install a new substation at or naar
the existing Riverton Substation and

reconfigure existing transmission
lines in the Riverton area,

connectanorthlandreliabilityproject.com
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Frequently asked questions

@ Why s the Nerthland Reliability Project needed?

The Morthiand Reliability Project will ensure the power grid
in northerm and central Minnesota continues 1o operate
safely and reliably as energy resources in Minnesota and the
regional power system continue to evolve, As generation
resourees shift from fossi fuels to mare renewable energy
like wind and solar, the Northiand Reliability Projectis one
part of the solution to:

= Provide system support as the use of fossil-fuelad
baseload generators continues to evolve,

= Facilitate increased capacity to safely and reliably
deliver clzan energy from where it is produced to
where it is needed by our customers and members,

= Enhance system resiliency during extreme
weather events,

= Plan proactively to meet changing customers’ and
members’ power needs due to decarbonization
and electrification.

@ How will | benefit from this project? Why Is this project
Important to the electric grid in Minnesota?

The Northland Reliability Project will allow Minnesota Power
and Great River Energy to contnue delivering reliable,
cleaner energy to-our customers and members. This project
will enhance the stability of our regional electric system

and support a reliable, resilient and flexible energy grid so
any type of generation. and from more lecations, could

ke connected w meetthe long-term energy needs of our
customers and mernbers, The Northland Reliability Project
Is part of a large portfolio of regional transmission projects
approved by MISC the region's grid operator, in the summer
of 2022, Al of the projects inthat portfolio work together to
prowide broad regional benefits in addition to local reliabilivy
benefits, While the Northland Reliability Project will directly
support reliability In northern and certral Minnesota, it
supports reliability well beyond Minnesota, as well

2 What are transmission lines and substations and what do
they do?
Electricity is generated at power plants, wind or sclar
facilities and other generation sites before itis deliverad
across a complex, inkerconnacted system of power ines
and substations w0 electric customers and cooperative
members, Think of transmissicn lines as the interstates, or

Connect with us

Questions? We want to hear from yol.

m northlandretiabilityproject.com

B connect@

the super highways of the electric system. Transmission
lines carry large amowunts of high-voltage electricity from
generation sites to substations, where it is "stepped down”
0 lower voltages so it can be delivered across the electric
distribution system, and can be safely used athomes, farms
and businesses.

What Is the routing study area?

The study area is the geographic area in consideration
for the route of the power line. We developed the study
area based on where the new transmission lne will
need to connect into existing Infrastructure. We looked
for oppertunities to follow existing utility corridors and
use land already being used for power lines whenever
it makes sense. We-then narrowed down the area

to create a route corridor. The area will continue

to be narrowed based on the state of Minnesota’s
reguirements, as well as public input, engineering,
permitting and construction feasibility.

How much will this project cost and how will it be
pald for?

The Northland Reliability Project is one of 18 regicnal
transmission projects approved by MISO, the region's
grid aperator, in the summer of 2022, Because the
entire region benefits from the Northland Reliability
Project, the cost Is spread across all of the utilites
who are members of MISC in the reglon. The
MNeorthland Reliability Project’s estimated overall cost is
approximately $970 milllon and uliimately, everyane
wheo uses electricity in the MISQ region will pay a
share through their electric bills as costs flew threugh
to electric utility customers and electric cooperative
members. While there is cost assoclated with new
transmission, transmission makes up a small portion
of electric bills and the value of this project is high.
The project js ene of many that will ensure reliability In
our reglon as our generation resources evolve, MISO
estimates the benefit of bringing on more low-cost
renewable energy. along with other benefits, outweighs
the cost of these projects by twio to four times.

What Is this schedule for this project?

This projectis in the early planning stages and includes
a robust stakeholder engagement process. We'll apply

orthlandreliabilityproject. com 4, 21B-864-6059
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fior a Certificate of Need and Route Permit from the
Minnescta Public Utilities Commission and work with
local jurisdictions, [andowners, Customers, meambers
and agencies while following permiting requiremeints
throughout praject development and construction. The
proposad schedule is as follows:

= 2022 — Project planning and initial stakehaolder
engagemert

= 2023 - Routing, public engagement and perritting

+ 2024-2026 - Permitting, engineering, environmental
surveys, real estate and public engagement

= 2027-2030 - Construction
+ 2030 - Anticipated in-service*
*The schedule s subjectto change.

@ Can | get Involved? WIll my input be taken Into

account during the routing process?

Yes and yes! We need your input during the routing
process. You can get information and provide input by
visiting us at workshops-and public meetings, browsing
this website-and more. Property owners within the
notice corridor will receive information throughout
project development and we are alway's available to
discuss the project with each individual property cwner.
Finally, you can stay up to date on project happenings
by visiting this website reqgularly and signing up for
future email updates,

& How will the routing process work?

We start by Identifying a study area and through the
routing process, ultimately narrow down to'a specific
route, Cur routing process includes robust community
engagement. You're the experts in your communities
and we need you to share your insights so we can have
a more complete picture of opportunities and
constraints inyour area. We analyze and stLidy cost,
emvironmental impacts, engineering, constructability and
more. After we recejve your input and analyze everything
we have heard and studied, we will select a proposed
route o submit inour Route Permit to the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commisslon. For this project, we will be
submitting an application fora combined Certificate of
Need and Route Permit in late summer of 2023,

@ What if | have personal or commercial land located

on the proposed route?

Connect with us

Questions? We want to hear from you.

ﬁ_ northiandratiabilityproject.com

B connectanorthlandreliabilityproject.com

If you have property along the preliminary route, you
will receive communications about the project by mail
and you will be invited to public open house mesatings.
If you own property on the final route that is approved
by the Minnesota Public Utlities Commission, a
project team member will contact you and begin the
process for obtaining an easement on your property
for the project’s right-of-way needs, A right-of-way is
a strip of land used for a specific purpose such as the
constructon, eperation and maintenance of a road

or transmission line and it is typically secured in the
form of an easement, The easement is the document
allowing Minnesota Power and Great River Energy

the right to use the portion of your property for the
transmission line praject’s needs. More information on
the easement process will be made available when we
have a better idea of what our proposed route will be,

@ Whatis a preliminary route?

The preliminary route is a narrowed area within the
route corridor being considered for the power ling. We
developed the preliminary route based on where the
new power line will need to connect into substations,
Input gathered during our stakeholder workshops and
phase 1 public open houses, and the cpportunity to
route near existing utility corridors and land already
being used for power lines. Using public Input. we'll
develop the proposed route for the Certificate of
Meed and Route Permit application from the
preliminary route,

2 What will the transmission line structure look like?

We are proposing 120-180 foot-high single-pole steel
structures with arms on both sides of each structure to
carry the lines. For this type of structure, we anticipate
having about five to slx for each mile of our line:
Altheugh this [s our proposed typical design, this could
change based on emvironmental needs, permitting
requirements and enginesring standards, We'll continue
to share more details as they become available and we
complete more engineering actvities.

& Whocan | talk to if | have other questions on this project?

If you have questions not answered here, you

can fill out the comment ferm, emall connect@
northlandreliabilltyproject.com or call 218-864-6059,
Each comment goes to our project team and one of
our team mambers will get back to you.

A, 218-864-6059
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Our routing process

Routing a transmission line is no small task. The state of Minnesota has statutes and rules that guide the route
development process and help minimize a project’s impact to human settlement and the environment. Input

from you, local leaders and agencies as well as our own expertise is critical as we develop and finalize a route.

The graphic below shows how our routing process works. Please note that at each point during this
process, and even after we submit our Certificate of Need and Route Permit to the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission, there will be opportunities for public input.

Public engagement

Define study area Our team started by using data from publicly available
sources and federal, state and local agencies to define a
study area. We considered existing utility corridors, existing
land use, resource areas and other data to help identify
opportunities to eventually identify a proposed route.

Define route The route corridor is a narrowed area considered for

the power line. We developed the route corridor based

on where the new power line will need to connect into
substations, input gathered during our fall 2022 stakeholder
workshops, and the oppeortunity to route near existing utility
corridors and land already being used for power lines.

corridor

We are here

Define preliminary route

The preliminary route is a narrowed area within the route corridor being considered for the
power line. We developed the preliminary route based on where the new power line will
need to connect into substations, input gathered during our stakeholder workshops and
phase 1 public open houses, and the opportunity to route near existing utility corridors and
land already being used for power lines. Using public input, we'll develop the proposed
route for the Certificate of Need and Route Permit application from the preliminary route.

Identify proposed route to submit in the Certificate of Need
and Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (PUC)

ubmit a
20
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Northland Reliability Project
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Routing opportunities

an d con Stra I nts Typical existing cormridor features that are oriented in
the direction of the project.

The criteria for route selection, set forth in » Existing transmission line and utility carridors

Minnesota Statutes section 216E.03, subdivision « Highways and roads

7, and Minnesota Rule 78504100, will guide = Proparty lines

ourteam’s route development process., « Field lines

Project partners will site transmission lines to )
rrinimize impacts to human sgttlerment and i )

the environment in accordance with Minnesota .
Statutes and Rules and will guide the Minnesota
Public Lkilitles Commission's (PUC) selection of
the final route for the project. During the routing
process, our team will identify a preliminary route

built on taking advantage of opportunities while
understanding constraints. The routing process

Typical area resources or conditions that may require
additional review and consideration.

« Agricultural uses; including organic farms

« Airportsiair navigation facilities

+ ‘Cemeleries

will help us dentify a proposed route that will = Communication towers®

be included In the Certificate of Meed and Route o CansBnaiion meds/nElifs BeteniEs

Permit application which will be filed with the « Cultural/archaeological and historic resources®
Mirrtesata DUC 1A lats surminer 2023 « Floodplains (more difficult construction and could

have sensitive species)
« lakes/pondsfrivers/streamsfwetlands*
+ Levees/dams
Your input matters e
»  Pipelines
+ Potentially contaminated sites

« HRailroads®
« Religious facilities
We need your help to identify » Residences (especially large clusters of homes)
opportunities and constraints in the = Scenic highways
project area. Use the information on this = Schools _
handout to help us identify cpportunities = Sensitive plantfanimalspecies®
and sensitivities on survey, map and/or « State/regional/local parks and trails
comment form included in your packet. *+ Wells
*Constraints with additional precautions and stixdies requirad.

Connect with us
Qiuestions? We want to hear from you.

m northlandreliabilityproject.com B8 connect@northtandreliabilityproject.com & | 21B8-864-6059
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Right-of-way acquisition
What is right-of-way? & What Is an easement?
The term right-of-way or ROW is typically a strip A document allowing Minnesota Power and
of land used for 3 specific purpose such asthe Great River Energy the right to construct, cperate
construction operation and maimtenance of a road or and maintain a transmission line and other associated
transrmission line. Right-of-way is typically secured as infrastructure on a landowner's property.

an easement on a property.

Project representatives will hold individual meetings with affected landowners to discuss right-of-way needs.

Landowners are contacted to begin . 7
right-of-way acquisition process. landowner, An offer based on fair market

e n An easement is presented to a

value is presented,

We work closely with the landowner to H The utilities construct, operate and
& resolve concerns and reach an agreement, maintain the transmission line within the
An easement is recorded, right-of-way.
Frequently asked questions

Can this project share right-of-way In segment one with an existing line?

There may bie opportunities to overlap right-of-way with an existing line. We estimate up to 30-40 feet of
right-of-way may be shared between the existing structure and the new structure depending on factors like
enginesring, construction and topography.

Segment one FIEE Cwerlap Up to EE R Proposed expanslon  EEESREERE i
30— 40 fest 110 — 120 feet

Approximats tokal ROW width: 250 = 500 foet
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@ How large of an easement do you
need?
The typical right-of-way width
will be at-a minimum 150 feet for
each transmission line (75 feeton
each side of a transmission line). It
is sometimes necessary to secure
additional permanent right-of-way
atangles or areas where we use
specialty structures, It could also
be necessary to secure temporary
areas next to the permaneit
right-of-way for stringing and
construction access.

@ Does segment two require a wider
easement?
At this time, we do notanticipate
reguiring additional easement
width for the line replacement
along segment two (Benton
County Substation to Big Caks
Substation), The replaced line is
expected to be In the same ROW
as the existing line.
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420~ 180 frethigh

-+ New J45-KV triple-ciroult
waathering stesl
structure Instailed on
exkting centertine

Preliminary route

Benton County
A Substation  FF§

Exbsting 345-K double-ciroult - St Cloud
“Bﬂ"lﬂﬂﬂ.g stesml sructurs to .
be removed
-. Big Lake
Substation "'h... ®

Blg Oaks Substation

& How far will the transmission line be from by homes and businesses?
To the extent practicable, the project teamn will design the route to maximize separation from homes and

businesses. Proximity to homes and businesses Is one of the routing criteria for Minnesota Power and Great River
Energy. We do hotanticipate having structures within our 150-foot-wide right-of-way.

@ How does an easement affect my property?
The easement restricts the placement of bulldings and structures within the easement area for safety and
reliability and provides rights for access aswell as clearing and removal of vegetation. Our project team will
coordinate with landowners prior to construction: Additionally, easements stay with a property evan if the
ownership of a property changes.

& What activities are allowed within the easement area?
In general, the land can continue to be used as before, provided that the use does not interfere with the
construction, operation and maintenance of the transmission ling. Minnesota Power and Great River Energy
encourage landowners on the final approved route 1o discuss the activities they plan to conduct in the easement
area with a land agent.

& Will eminent domain be used for this project?
Great River Energy and Minnesota Power intend to work with all landowners to reach voluritary agreemenits, Ine
the eventthoss agreements cannot be reached, then eminent domain proceedings may be necessary. In those
Instances, the Morthland Reliability Project team encourages landowners to consult with their own counsel.
The Morthland Reliability Project team will continue to negotiate with landowners during an eminent domain
proceedings and will dismiss the proceedings if an easement agreement [s-reached.

Connect with us
Guestions? We want to hear from you.

@& northlandreliabilityprojectcom B connect@nerthlandreliabilityproject.com
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Construction, restoration and maintenance

« Field surveys * Wetland and stream surveys

Typical preconstruction

« Wildlife surveys « Soil surveys

survey types
» Archaeclogical surveys

Construction and restoration

A Initlal surveying, right-of-way A Structure staking, surveyingand A Foundation installation

clearing and access routes soils investigations as needed Foundation type may vary
depending on structure

A Assemble and set structures A Wire Installation a Cleanup and restoration

A project representative will assess damages Incurred durlng construction and contact each property owner to
settle claims for any such damages. After construction is complete, damaged property will be restored as close
as possible to its original condition. Landowners will be fairly reimbursed if damage occurred to crops, fences
or other property during constructicn,
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Additional engagement opportunities

In addition to this packet, there are many ways to stay connected and share your input.

= {

Interactive comment map

Explore our virtual, self-guided open
house available from May 1-12 at
northlandreliabilityproject.com.

Visit our interactive comment map at
northlandrellablityproject.com. Drop a pin onthe

interactive map to share geographically specific routing
opportunities or constralnts in your community.

SpopEn U

Meeting with the project team

Schedule a meeting with the project
team by ermailing us or leaving a
message on our hotling.

Printable detailed maps

Visit the project website to view and
print detalled sections of the study
area map.

CASS

| ATKIN
B
CROW WING é?: falii:d

- McGregaor

-
. E Aitkin

Crosslake

-
Brainerd

MORRISON 5

[

120

-
Saint Cloud
i52!
La by

Connect with us

Guestions? We want to haar from you.

ﬂ narthlandreliabitityproject.com

g connect@northlandretiabilityproject.com

A, 218-364-5059
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Thank you for providing feedback on the Morthland Reliability Project.
Comment Form Please use the comment form below to submit a comment or join the

email list to receive project updates.

Name:

Organization (if any):

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Phone number: Email:

Are you the owner of the property listed above? OYes O No
Would you like to join our emaillist? OYes O No
Comment:

Please provide any additional information about your property that you would like our project team to be aware of:

Would you like a response back to your comments? O Yes O No

If you answer yes, plaase fill aut your email, phone and/or mailing address above.

E Commaents must be postmarked by May 12, 2023 for considaration
in the routing process.

How to subm it comment form:
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Please fold, fasten, and mail - No envelope necessary

Place

postage
here

Northland Reliability Project
AL

...... —

12300 Elm Creek Blvd. N.
Maple Grove, MN 55369
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Virtual Open House and Analytics

Northland Reliability Project
[Qlewa | WEE

Virtual open house

Thankyou far jeining Us online today. This project is part of 3 regional plan for ensray reliability,
Minnesots Power and Great River Energy are working together 1o build the Northiand Relability
Project.

The projectincludes new and replaced wansmission lines, upgrades to existing subsiationsand a
new substation When in service, the transmission grid will be more reliable, resilient and fléxible to
suppart the delivery of cleaner energy to our customers and membars

We need your input to halp us review and refine the preliminary route for this line On the
following slides you'll learn more about the project, review routing maps,.and provide input about
the prelinminary route.

Northland
Reliability
Project

Who we are

GREAT
Virtual Open House . I minnesota power ENERGY.
Minnesota Power provides electric service within a 26,000-square-mile-ares Great River Energy is a not-for-profit wholesale electric power cooperative
. About the project in nartheastern Minnesota, supporting comfort, security and quality of life which provides electricity to approximately 1.7 million people through its 27
B8] 1o min projact sagmants for 150,000 customers, 15 municipalities and some of the largest i e peratives and customers. Through our member-owners;
customers in the United States. we serve two-thirds of Minnesota geographically and parts of Wisconsin,
. Why is the project nesded?
. Our routing process

. Input spportunity: Commant
map

. Right-of-way

B3] Right-of-vay nesds: segment
one

. Right-of-way needs: Segment
tweo

B Tpical préconstruction and
construction activities

Translate This Site

Select Language ~
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Virtual Open House

B who weare

About t

roject
. TFwo main project segmants
B3l why s the project needed?

. Our routing process

put opportunity: Comment
map

. Right-of-way

. Right-of-uay nesds: Sagmant
one

. Right-of-way needs: Segment
two

B Tpical préconstruction and
construction activities

Translate Thi <

Select Language ~

Northland
Reliability
Project

Virtual Open House

B wrow

B ~bout the project
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About the project

Ta mamtain a continuous supply of safe and reliable electricity, Minnesata
Power and Great River Energy are investing in‘our transmission
infrastructure to enhance the stability of the regional electric systemn and
support a reliable; resilient and flexible grid as energy resourcas continue to
avolve.

Minnesota Power and Great River Energy plan to build an appraximately
180-mile, double-circuit 345-kilovolt {kV) transmission line from northern
Minnesota, near Grand Rapids, to central Minnesota, near Becker, to
suppart grid reliability throughaout the Upper Midwest,

MISO, the regional grid operater, approved this project as part of a partfolio
of Lang Range Transmission Projects in July 2022. Learn more at
misoenergy.org

Two main project segments

Iron Range
GRAND RA Substation

Riverton
Substation AITRIN
BRAINERD

Benton County
Substation
ST cLouz
BIC LAKE
Big Oaks
Substation

Click on imags ta enisrge

The project cansists of two major segments and additional improvements
as shown in the map

Segment one: New doubie circuit 345-kV line
Iran Range Substation to Rivertan Substation to Benton County Substation
» Approximately 140 miles

+ Oppertunities to route near existing transmission lines

» Connectinto new Riverton Substation

Segment two: Replacement of two existing transmission
lines

Benton County Substation to Big Qaks Substation

* Replace an approximately 20-mile 230-KV line with two 345-KV circuits
from Benton County Substation to a new substation (Big Oaks Substation)
in Sherburne County along existing transmission corridors on doubla
cireuit 345-KV structures.

Replace an appreximately 20-mile 345-kV line from the Benton County
Substation 1o the Sherco Substation in Sherburne County along existing
transmission cormdors using double-circuit 345-KV structures,

NOTE: The Big Qaks Substation will be built as part of a separate project
called Alexandria to Big Oaks

« Expand the existing Iron Range Substation near Grand Rapids and the
Benton County Substation near St. Cloud

¢ Install a new substation at or near the existing Riverton Substation and

Grand Rapid:

Hill City

McGregor
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Why is the project needed?

The Noerthiand Reliability Projact will support continuied reliable electric service in northern and central Minnesota, as well as the greater Upper Midwest region. [t

will:

Provide system support Increase capacity

Provide support to the
energy grid as more
renewable energy is brought
online and coal operations

Safely and reliably deliver
more clean energy from
where it's produced to
where it's consumed by
utility customers and power
cooperative members.

Our routing process

Strengthen resiliency

Improve ability to withstand
mere frequent extreme
weather events.

Enhance flexibility

Meet future energy needs by
enabling transfer of many
types of power generation

from many locations to meet
the long-term needs of our
customers and members.

Routing a transmission line Is no small task. The state of Minnesota has
statutes and rules that quide the rote selection process and help minimize
a project’s impact to human settlement and the envirenment. Input from
you, local leaders and agencies as well as our own expartise is critical as we
cevelop and finalize a route.

Earlier this year, we worked with the community to help define the route
corrider. Currently, we're working to further define the preliminary route in
order to identify the proposed route, which will be used to-apply for the
Certificate of Need and Route Parmit late this summeér. Pleasa hote that at
each point during this process, and even after we submit permits to the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, there will be epportunities for public
input

Routing phases

0 Step 1: Define a study area

Click 0 lmage 1o énlarge

@& Step 2: Define a route corridor

@ Step 3: Define preliminary route - we are here

@ Step 4: Identify a proposed route
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opportunity: Comment
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. Right-of-way

. Right-of-uay nesds: Segment
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2 step 1: Define a study area

Our tearn started by using data from publicly available data sources and federal, state and local agéncies to define a study area. We considered existing
utility cormdors, existing land use, resource areas and other data to help identify opportunities to identify a proposed route.

CASS COUNTY.

e

-

cnow wing
COUNLY
)

B

| Lo

\ f (@ -
| RIVERTON "‘ ¥
SUBSTATION 48 {

& Step 2: Define a route corridor

I !

IRON/RANGE

SUBSTATION 7
( ITASCA
COUNTY
o
/.‘
AITKIN
COUNTY
e
®
= "
)

Stakeholder workshop stats

» Fall 2022

» 6 in-person meetings

s 1 virtual meeting

¢ 90+ participants

« Agencies and local leaders

Comments received by type
1

Our teaim used data collected from your local leaders and federal, state and |ocal agencies and the categories of routing criteria—opportunities and
constraints—to define a route corridor. Tha foute corridor is a narrowad area being considered for the power ling. We devaloped the route corridor
based on where the new power line will need to cannect into substations, input gathered during our fall 2022 stakeholder workshops and the
opportunity to route near existing utility comidors and land already being used for power lines. The route corridor is narrowsar than tha original study

area, and wider than the 150-foot right of way that will be needed for the construction, operation and maintenance of the line.

—t
Cr c)wLV‘%'rg—/

\G ’

Rl

osslake

rainerd

Comments received by type

=Aitkin

0 f Aitkin

" Garrison

-
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Routing a transmission line is no small task. The state of Minnesota has

- Define Submit
Project statutes and rules that guic the route selaction process and help rinimize Define study  Define route Do
a project’s impact to hurman settlement and the environment, Input from T - Ii:,ﬁ'.?;’.i‘?,m,‘ .
e | WEE you, local leaders and agencies as well as our own expertise is critical as we Minnesota
RiVER e Public Utiities
nERGY e power develop and finalize a route, c
Commission
Virtual Open House Earlier this year, we worked with the community to help define the route
corridor. Currently, we're working to further define the preliminary route in
B whoweare order to identify the proposed route, which will be used to apply for the

: Certificate of Need and Route Permit late this summer. Please note that at
B About the project ) ; ) .
each point during this process, and even after we submit permits to the
B8l Two main project segments Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, there will be opportunities for public
i Click on image to enlarge.

Bl whyis the project needed? TAp

Our routing process E
_ Routing phases

. Input opportunity: Comment
map

. Right-of-way ‘ Step 1: Define a study area

. Right-of-way needs: Segment
e @& Step 2: Define a route corridor

. Right-of-way needs: Segment
two

‘ Step 3: Define preliminary route - we are here
. Typical preconstruction and
construction activities After evaluating public input gathered at our phase one public open houses, online, through the hotline or email, we narrowed the route further to

define a preliminary route. We are again gathering public input around this preliminary route in order to identify our proposed route, used for permitting.
Translate This Site

Amap of the preliminary route is shown on the next slide.

O Step 4: Identify a proposed route

Northland
Reliability
Project

Our routing process

Routing a transmission line is no 'small task. The state of Minnesota has

. L D Submit
. statltes and rules that guide the route selection process and help minirmize Delisstky Denareute = Sl
EIvER L) ,;.__m a project’s impact to human settlement and the environment. Input from i e P
you, local leaders and agencies as well as our own expertise is critical as we Minnes
2 IR Public Utliities
Virtual Open House develop and finalize a route. Coriiion
Vie are here.
. Whowe are: Earlier this year, we worked with the community to help define the route
cortidor. Currently, we're working to further define the preliminary route in
. Aboutthaproject order to identify the proposed route, which will be used to-apply for the

. Two main project segments Certificate of Need and Route Permit late this summer. Please note that at
each point durifig this process, and even after we submit permits to the

B8] why s the project needed? Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, there will be opportunities for public

Our routing process input. Click on image to enlarge.
. Input opportunity: Comment
map Routing phases

. Right-of -way

. Right-of-way needs: Segment @ Step 1: Define a study area
one

Right-of-way needs: Segment . .
. t.wgo Y g ‘ Step 2: Define a route corridor

B3 Typical preconstruction and

construction activities . ces
‘ Step 3: Define preliminary route - we are here

Translate This Site
(@ Step 4: Identify a proposed route
We will develop a proposed route that we will use to submit an application for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit with the Minnesota Public Utilities
later this summer. Join our mailing list to stay updated on project milestones,
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o The comment periad has closed.
mnmﬁ 1 ] 1] B
hieat -

Input opportunity: Comment map

Virtual Open House

B About the project

. Twe main project sagments
Bl Why is the project needed?
B our routing process

ut opportuni
map

B right-of-way

. Right-af-way needs: Segment
one

. Right-of-way nesds; Segment
t

B ypicat preconstruction and
construction activities

. Thank you

Translate This Site

Select Language ~

Northland

Reliability Aoy

Project

mgﬁﬂ FER A right-of-way is needed-ta install, operate. and maintain this new transmission line and additional project improvements. We're proposing 120- to 180-foot-high
st

AP single-pole structures with three rows of arms on both sides of each structure to hold the lines. We anticipate having about five to six structures for each mile of oul
line, This typical design for the transmission line influences aur right-of-way needs for the project

Virtual Open House

[ About the project & What is right-of-way?
.-rm main project segments ' A right-of-way is a strip of land used for a specific purpase such as the construction, operation and maintenance of a road or transmission line. Right-of -

. Why is th jact fisedady wiay is typically secured as.an easemant on a praperty. The landowner ratains ownarship of the land subject to the easemeant
 is the project needed?

. Our rsuting procass

i ?
B nput opportunity: Comment @ Whatis an easement?
map.

_ Q Qur right-of-way acquisition process

. Right-of-way needs: Segment
one

. Right-af-way nesds: Segment
two

B rypical praconstruction and
construction sctivities
B hank you

Translate This Site

Selact Language v
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[ About the project

[l 0 main project segments
B why is the project needed?
. Our rsuting procass

B nput opportunity: Comment
map

. Right-of-way needs: Segment
one

. Right-af-way nesds: Segment
two

B rypical praconstruction and
construction activities

B hank you

Translate This Site
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Right-of-way

A right-of-way is needed ta install, operate, and maintain this new transmission line and additional project improvements. We're propoesing 120- to 180-foot-high

single-pole structures with three rows of arms on both sides of each structure to hold the lines. We anticipate having about five to six structures for each mile of our

lime, This typical design for the transmissien line influences cur right-of-way needs for the project
& What is right-of-way?

& What is an easement?

A documnant allowing Minnesota Péwer and Gréat River Energy the fight to construct, operate and miaintain a transmission line and other associated
infrastructure on a landowner's property.

& Our right-of-way acquisition process

. Qur right-of-way acquisition process

Project representativas will hold individual meetings with affected landowners to discuss our right-of -way needs.

© 00

Landowners are
contacted to begin
right-of-way
acquisition
process.

The utilities
construct,
operate and
maintain the
transmission line
within the
right-of-way.

An easement is
presented to a
landowner. An
offer based on
fair market value
is presented.

We work closely
with the landowner
to resolve concerns
and reach an
agreement. An
easement is
recorded.

Beyond the right-of-way needed for the transmission line; additional needs may include:
» Construction staging areas
 Terriporary access roads

« Substation expansions

Appendix N

Page 172 of 176

Docket No. E015,ET2/CN-22-416
Docket No. EQ15,ET2/TL-22-415



Northland
Reliability
Project

Right-of-way needs: Segment one

Segment one consists of approximately 140 miles of new double-circuit 345-KV transmission line fiom the lron Range Substation near Grand Rapids to the
et Benton County Substation near St, Cloud. The typical right-of-way needed for a new proposed transmission line is 150 feet. Whan a new line is located near
m.‘.ﬁ‘{.ﬁ! '..;._,,__ axisting lines, there may be an opportunity to shars up to 30 - 40 fest of right-of-way with existing transmission lines,

Virtual Open House
PR Overtap up to . BN Proposed expansion
[ About the project 30 - 40 feet 110 — 120 feet
[ w0 main project segments
B Why is the project needed?
B our routing process

. Input oppertunity: Comment
map

. Right-af-way nesds: Segmant
two

. Typical preconstruction and
construction activities

B Thankyou

Translate This Site

Select Language ~
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Sidondns Proposed expansion

prOject « 110 — 120 feet

110 feet S

Virtual Open House

[ About the project

. Two main project segmants.
B why is the project needed?
. Our rsuting procass

B nput opportunity: Comment
map

B Right-of-way

. Right-af-way nesds: Segmant
two

B rypical praconstruction and
construction sctivities

B hank you

Translate This Site

Selact Langusge v

Approximate total ROW width: 325 — 345 feet
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Virtual Open House

[ About the project

. Two main project segmants.
[ why is the project needed?
B our routing procass

[ nput opportunity: Comment
map

. Right-of-way
. Right-of-way needs: Segment
one

B 1vpical praconstruction and
construction sctivities

B Thank you

Translate This Site
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Right-of-way needs: Segment two

In the graphic below, you'll see the right-of -way needs for segment tWo. As 8 reminder, segment two consists of replacing:

* An approximately:20-mile 230-kV line with two 345-kV circuits from Benton County Substation 1o a new substation named Big Qaks Substation in Sherburne
County aleng existing transmission cortidors on double circuit 345-kV structures, The Big Oaks Substation will be built as part of a separate project called
Alexandria to Big Daks.

An approximately 20-mile 345-kV line from the Benton County Substation to the Sherco Substation in Sherburie County along existing transmission corridors,
using double-circuit 345-KY structures.

New 345-kV
double-circuit
weathering steel
structure installed on
existing centerline

Preliminary route

Existing 230-KkV ««cosvaiieiiani
wood H-frame

structure to be

removed

Segment two [ats-asomattiah|

+ New 345-kV triple-circuit
ing steel
structure installed on
existing centerline

iminary route

Benton County
Existing 345-kV double-circuit «--. -+ Substation
weathering steel structure to
lbe removed

Big Lake

Total existing ROW: 150 feet
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17 We currently anticipate construction beginning in 2027, Prior ta construction, we will provide updates on schedule and what you can expect. The typical activities
I st p include:

B Aboutthe project

[ o main project segments
B8 Wiy is the project neeged?
[ our routing process

. Input oppertunity: Comment
g Initial surveying, right-of-way clearing and “tisre staking, surveyirg and soils Foundation installation (Feundation type
. Right-af-way access routes investigations as needed may vary depending on structure)

. Right-of-way needs: Segment
ons

. Right-af-way nesds: Segment
two

Typical preconstruc
ot

ion activit

B hank you

Translate This Site

Select Language 7 Assemble and set structures Wire installation Clean-upand restoration

Typical preconstruction survey types includa:

* Fiald survays
* Wildlife surveys

» Archasclogical surveys

Northland
Reliability Thank you
Project

m?}‘v'ﬂ
RN
Virtual Open House
[ About the project
Q)
. Two main project segments

b

'T1] Thank you for your interest in the Northland Reliability Project. There are many ways ta stay connected and share your input.
[

Do you know someone who might be interested in learning about this project? Fass along the link to our self-guided virtuat open house.

[ why is the project needed?

Submit a comment Request a meeting Join the mailing list Comment on the map
. Our routing process

[ nput opportunity: Comment

map

. Right-of-way Regulatory process participation

. Right-of-way needs: Segment You may also wish te subscribe toemail notifications from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commiission [PUC) when updates are'made to the Neorthland Reliability
one Project eDocket - the electronic docket system of the Minnesota PLIC. Visit Visit edockets,state. mn.us and enter the docket number you're interested in tracking.

Certificate of Need: 22-416 | Route Permit: 22-415

. Right-af-way nesds: Segmant
two

B 1vpical praconstruction and
construction sctivities

Thank you 4

Translate This Site

Salact Language v

There was a total of 391 views and 234 total users that visited the virtual open house.
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Comments Analysis

Public comments were collected in a variety of ways, both in-person and virtually. The tables
below indicate the number of comments, regarding any topic, received during the second phase
of engagement and through which channel; or the number of comments by category.

Number of Comments

Channel Number of Comments ‘

Project hotline 20

Project email 27

Online comment map 21

Online comment form 23

Mailed comment form 0

In-person comment form 6

GIS station and tabletop map comments 136

Comments by Category

Open Houses Online, Hotline, and Email with Location Total
Aesthetics 4 - 4
Agriculture 9 - 9
Business 2 - 2
Communication 36 1 37
Construction 5 - 5
Cultural 5 1 6
Easement 2 2 4
Engineering 6 - 6
Environmental 9 7 16
Health and Safety 3 - 3
Land Use 10 15 25
Map Request 42 42
Out Buildings 2 - 2
Planned Development 3 - 3
Property Damage - 3 3
Recreation 7 1 8
Residence 13 15 28
Routing 12 18 30
Topography 1 - 1
Transportation 2 - 2
Utilities - 1 1
Veg Management 1 - 1
Water Resources 4 2 6
Grand Total 136 108 244
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